
" ,..._.z. LI_..THE SECRETARY OF D,'--VENSE

._I_''' WA_H,._G, O_ O C. 2030,

17 November 1972

Ambassador Franklin Haydn Wil!i_.ms

Office of :,:icrcnesi_.nStatus [[esotiatlons

Dep_-t_:ent of the Interior

Washington 3 D.C. 2021;0

Dear Ambassador _,[illi_ms:

Reference is made to my 9 September 1971 correspondence regarding

minimum Dep_-rtment of Defense land require_nents in the Trust Territory
of the Pacific Islands.

In the referenced correspondence it _tas specified that, _ith regard

to Tin!an l&nd require_.entsj control over all of Tinian Island teas

the pri__ary and desired objective. It t:as further stated thai., in

the event it _:as i_:;ossib!e to acquire the entire island, an absolute
min_aun of 16,518 acres _:ere required.

Subsequent!y, it has been foum.d that the stated 16,518 acres minlrau_-n

requir¢:._ent did .'totccnsidcr !__d necesse.-._l¢to satisf>. _.L.nunition _
safeby radius re_uire:r.ents aro_.nd the Tinian port _:hen transferring
a_munit ion. _"nis _ _..... .s_luuj _ecuire.-..entadds at least 2,000 acres aa'otund

the port to the previously est&b].ishcd u.inCmlummilitary land require-

ments, for _ new total of at least 18_518 acres.

Accordingly, it is desired that this correspondence serve as am_ s.mend-

ment to my 9 Septe.-&ber 1971 land requirements letter, to reflect the

Department of Defense revised min_a_m military land requirement for
Tinian to be 18,518 acres.

Sincerely_

" Isl
@

- MELVIN R. LAIRD
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