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e --Saipan-.and Rota and Tinian and all the rest. By

zason: of- geographsmmdaghg_r isolation from the
rest of the world, Guam’s leadeérs are well familiar
with the local leaders of the neighboring islands.
And it is logical, thcreforc that Guam’s ofﬁcxals

-would want to tell-the Micronesians, “Here S what

you might look for in the status talks.”

-But on the othér hand, Guam is'a United States
territory. Its officials are privy to confidential
American mformatlon, and its ties thh the U.S.

" railitary are obvious..

This leaves Guam §tmddled in the middle on
talks. )

“We know, on the one hand,”’ says an obsefver
of this position,' ‘that thé Marianas are going to be
with'Guam in a system some day, and that Guam
has' a responsibility: to hélp the Marianas know
what to look for in these status negotiations. But
cn the other hand, Guam has a responsibility to
itself and to_the U.S., for thats what (xuam is: 1t
could be one hell of a mess.””

Camacho’s role, therefore, wdl be strictly
cercmomal-—he is‘not expected to take pait in any-
real debate.

Oné of the matters at |ssue--dnd in which Guam

© 15 in the middle~is a military questlon The U.S:°

has - said it' has. an interest :in -major land
requirements on the-island of Tinian. What else the:
U.S. ‘might want has not been clearly. spelled out
The Marianas will want to know. -

The U.S. - Air Force holds 8,881.9 .acres as

. mailitary -reténtion lands on Tinian and fhe Navy

and- Air -Force hold. another 4:943.3 acres of

) chpan

N

Fhe prehmmdry talks are expected to last only
two days.

While = in.- the .past -the vMa'rian’as ‘Distric.tf.‘
Legislature ‘has by tesolution urged annexadtion’

- with the U.S. and Guam; more recently leaders

have hegun to discyss the- possﬂnhty of- bypdssmg

" Guam in favor of direct tiés with Washington.

. separate talks--conductedsswith - Wllhams--on the

The Congress of -Micronesia has been pursuing

. future of Mlcronesm asa whole

The Northern Manands fépresént some 13, 000- -
inhabitantson 4. islands; siretchmg neatly 400

miles’ northward trom here..




