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SOTUT COUTRITCUS -

The Marianas Political Status Commission and the Iresidout's
fersonal Representative met in Saipau uvecaner 15-14, 10770 [ar {he
/ © formal opening of negotiations wiilch had been vequested by tha linuianag
with a view to achieving union beltween tpe Fariana Islands sud the
United Gtates olf Americq.
Tlhe meetings consisted of a festive inaugural cevouwouy, a public
plenary opgning session and informal worliing talks. Theoe afforded (e
opportunity for warm exchanges between the two delegations in anticipn~
tion of a future working velationship which will benefit =161 conceaimed,
Both sides reviewed the history of the wepeated expressions of the
desires of the people of the Iaricnas, us expressed by the i“ariancs
bistrict Legislature, for a "close and peruanent affiliatfon with the
11

United States," culminating in the formal request by the Tavianas Tant

v

April to begin talks leadins to suclc a soatovs and the venp: oo of 1
1 - . 1]

United States indicating its wiliivpucos 1o ceaade Lo Bho J oo ianss
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duting the course of tue mesting-, S e g on woth e 0

and frank explovation of the qeostizas o0 7 f s g Te e T
course of the substantiye nagoiis i SRR vedd o

tha' tool pluce allored Lokl wil o Lo o 0 o, i s o

of the othar.

Plans and procedures Lo I v o000 ing o
the next weeting, which will cou sal i g o 0t i i

held in the jarianss dn tho spyior, of 10070 T aag a ek T o0

prelininavy work will permit zhe oversil mo o bitdons ©o wea sl



agreement on the basic principles of the relationship, leaving to
other technical groups or sub~committees the development of actual
language which will serve as the basis of a final agreement,

The U. S. Delegation wishes to record its heartfelt thanks for
tiz extraordinmarily warm and gracious hospitality which the people of
the Marianas have accorded them, a spirit which makes for harmonious
relations in the future.

Both sides express warm thanks to the High Commissioner of the
Trust Territory, the District Administrator of the Marilanas and their
staffs, and the Mayor of the liunicipality of Saipan for the support
and facilities which have contributed so much to the success of the talks
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