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JULY 31 LETTER OF CO.r,IGRESSMA_} ATALIG CIRCULaTeD TODAY AS
PETITION ii_ TRUSTEESHIP COU_CiL DO_,Ur,_.'._T (T/PET lO/SO).
USG RFPLY FOR_4ARDED TO TC SECRET._RIAT WHICH WILL CIRCULATE

IT BY END OF WEEK. TEXT. OF US_ REPLY FOLLOWSt

"THE REPRESE_TATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AHERICA TO
THE UNITED NATIONS PRESENTS HIS CO';PLIME_,_TSTO THE SF-CRETARY-
GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS .AND.HAS THE HO:_OR TO REFER
TO THE LATTER'S NOTE OF 29 AUGUST 1973 TO WHICH WAS ATTACHED
A PETITION FROM REPRESENTATIVE FELIPE ATALIG 07 THE
CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA.

IN ACCORDANCE wire RULE S(;, PARAGR::_PH 4, OF THE RLE.ES
OF PROCEDURE OF THE TRUSTEESHIP COU'-IC!L, THE USG AS
ADMINISTERING AUTHORITY }-:ASTHE HO_OR TO MAKE THE
FOLLOWIh_G COMMENTS O.q THE PETITION.

AS THE UNITED STATES REPORTED DURING THE TRUSTEESHIP
COUNCIL'S MEETING LAST MAY_ IT IS ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN
POLITICAL STATUS NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE MARIANA ISLANDS.
THE PEOPLE OF THE DISTRICT ARE REPRESENTED THROUGH THEIR
DULY hPPDINTED MARIAN,S POLITICAL STATUS CO;_M.ISSION _HICH
IPCLUDES TWO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ISLAND OF TIN!AN.
THE ENTIRE CO{_ISSION, IN THE VO_DS OF ITS CHAIRMAN, IS
" .DETERMINED TO REPRESENT AND PROTECT Tu.r INTEREST
OF ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE MARIANAS_ INCLUDIPG THE PEOPLE
OF TINIAN, IN THEIR STATUS NEGOTIATIONS." THE U_!TED
STATES AHD THE COMMISSION CO_M!TTED THEMSELVES DUR_?::_,.,NEGOTiATiOHS
LAST MAY TO u,,w.:..,_..,_.,-u_lnr°T_VrFULL CONSULT_T_'ON.... '_TTH._ THE PEOPLE
OF TINIAN BEFOR_ AfQY FINAL DECI _'_ "-"._.0,,.;OR AGRZZI":ENTS ATE _'IADE03-0_II_..'_._
REGARDING THE USE OF LAND ON TIHiAN FOR _}ILITARY PURPOSES.



_ J'_; t-_lT WAS FURTHER AGREED DURI,_G THE MAY SESSION THAT THE
"_ UNITED STATES _,._'OULDWORK :_ITH THE MARIANAS POLITICAL

_ + STATUS CO_'_HISSIONTO ESTABLISH AN EFFECTIVE MEANS FOR PREVENTING
THE ALZE_ATION OF LAND IN THE MARIA_._AS.INCLUDING LAND ON
T!NIAN. THE UNITED STATES _ND THE COH_!SSION IJERE ALSO
"1"0ESTABLISH A CO;_S!r,..TATIVEGROUP, INCLUDING REPRESENTATION
PROM TINIAN_, TO DISCUSS DETAILED PLANS FOR MILITARY AND
RELATED LA._D USE !N THE _AR!ANAS AS THEY ARE DEVELOPED
AND TO COHSULT DIRECTLY WITH THE PEOPLE AFFECTED BY THOSE
PLANS, INCLUDING RESIDENTS OF TINIAN.

THE UNITED STATES IS ALSO ACTIVELY EXAMINING THE
POSSIBILITY OF AN EARLY TRANSFER OF CONTROL OVER MICRO-
NESIAN PUBLIC LANDS INCLUDING THOSE PUBLIC LANDS IN THE
MARIANA ISLANDS AI'_DTHOSE ON TINIAN. THE MARIANAS"
POLITICAL STATUS COMt_ISSION HAS SUGGESTED THAT A PUBLIC
CORPORATION BE ESTABLISHED TO RECEIVE FULL TITLE TO SUCH
LAIRDS IN THE MARIAHAS.. THIS CORPORATIO_ WOULD BE UNDER
THE DIRECTION AI',IDCONTROL OF THE PEOPLE OF"THE MARIAHA

| ISLANDS AND WOULD SET UP WHATEVER USE OR FUNCTION IS TO
BE MADE IN REFERE_'_CETO THIS LAND. THE COMMISSION HAS
ASKED THAT THE UNITED STATES NOT ALIENATE THIS LAND
BEYOND A MONTH-TO-MONTH TENA_CY SO AS TO ALLOW I_OFURTHER
D!SSE_iNATION OF PUBLIC LAND WITHOUT THE APPP,OVAL OF THE
NE_ ENTITY. TH! IS, OF COURSE, PREDICATED UPON THE EARLY
TURNOVER OF PUBLIC LANDS IN THE MARIANAS TO THE ENTITY.
THE UNITED STATES IS THUS COMMITTED TO A RETURN OF PUBLIC
LANDS TO LOCAL CONTROL IN THE MARiA_3A ISLANDS AS WELL AS
THE TRUST TERRITORY AS A WHOLE. THE QUESTIONS TO BE
RESOLVED BEFORE THIS CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED ARE ONES OF A
TECHNICAL, ADMI,'_ISTRATIVE A_D LEGAL NATURE. THESE ARE
BEING STUDIED BY UNITED STATES FACTFINDING TEAMS NOW IN
THE TRUST TERRITORY.

THE UNITED STATES _._ILLCONTINUE TO GIVE PRIORITY
CONSIDERATION TO STEPS FOR FURTHERING ECONOMIC
DEVELOP{_.ENTTHROUGHOUT THE MARIAIIA ISLANDS, I_CLUDING THE
ISLAND OF TINIAN. THE UNITED STATES HAS NOT A_'D CERTAINLY
';,'ILLNOT UffDERTA_E ANY ACTION WHICH _.,!ILLINHIBIT HEALTHY

#
ECONOMIC DE'_LOP_IEIITOiI.TI_..}IANOR ELSEWHERE IN THE
TRUST TERRITORY, IT WILL CONTINUE TO WORK THROUGH THE MARIANAS
POLITICAL STATUS COMHISSION TO INSURE THAT T]-{ELONG-
TERM ECONOMIC POTENTIAL FOR THE MARIANAS AND TII'_IA_WILL
BE REALIZED,"
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