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STATUS BTLLS INTRODUCED)

RAIRAN JANUARY r_ (MNS)---T_R{E MAJOR BTLLq WHICH

HAVE A DIRECT IMPACT ON THE cUTUR_ oOL:TTICAL' qTATIJS OF THE
TRURT TERRITORY HAVE AGAI N BEEN O_F_RED FO_ COK_SI_E_ATION
_Y TuE CONGRESg OF HTCRONFSIA,

THEY ARE A BILL TO E_TABLI_H AN _FFI_E O_P _OVERNMENTAL

PAGE THPEE RUHGSAAS_I? UNCLAS

TRANSITTON (SB gTl: A BILL CALLIN_ COR A MTCRO_!ESTAN

C04STITUTIONAL CONVENTION (SB 38)# AND k BILL TO ESTA_LIISH

IA COMMISSION ON NATIONAL UNITY (S@. W2), ALL THREE BILLS

WE_F INTRODUCED MONDAY(JAN 15) @Y S_NAT_P LAZAQUS SALII

(PALAU)_ THE CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT _OMM_TT_ON FUTURE STATUS.

THE _ILLS_ IN BASICALLY TH_ _A_E FO_M, W_R{ AL_O OFFERED

TO THE CONGRE$_ FOR CONRIDERATION DURI_;_ ITq SmECIAL_ SESSION

!_EI.D IN PONAPE D'ISTRICT IN AUGUST O_ L_ST'Y_A_. THE BILLS

_ATLED TO PASS_ FOR W_AT AT T_E TIME wPIE C;T_D AS FINANCIAL:

REASONS, AT THE CLOSE OF THAT SESRInN, q_NaTO_ _AL.IIHAO BEEN
_U_TE CPITICAL OF HIq COLLEAGUES PO; Tu{IR CA!LURE TO APPROVE
TH_c IMPORTANT MEASURES.

qP THE THREE BILLS, THE MOST SIGNIFICANT lq PROBABLY

THP CONSTITUTIONAL C_NVENTION BILL• T_E FOQMULATI_N OF A-
.CO_RTITUTION FOR THE NEW GOVERNME_T O_ _ICOONE_IA I_: CONSIDERED

TO mE A NECESSARY ST_P PRIOR TO TTRMINATIO_ Or TH_ TRUSTEESHIP _
AGOFEME_!T, .

THE _ILL WOULD EStaBLISH THE MEM_ER_I= _ THE CONVENTION

,AT _8_ ONE FROM EACH OF THE SIX DISTRICt CO_G_FSSIONAL
OELEGATIONS AND TWO TO BE SELECTE_ _ROM _Ar_ _ T_E 21

PAqE FOUR RUH_SAA5#I_ UNCLaS

qE°qESENTATIVE O'|STRICTS• THE FLECTION¢ AR_ TO BE HEL{) IN

_IOVFMBE_ OF THIS YEA_, WIT_ THE CONVENT_ON 1"0 BEGIN IN

w'Oon_ C_ALAU ON H_Y 6,4_197_. IT WQULD L_ST NO LONP, EP! THAN
9_+ CALE_DAR DAYS•

AS WAS THE CASE. IN PnNAPE+, THE '_ARIAN:_ TBLANP)S DISTRICT"-IS

A•GATN I+,!CLUDED ' IN TWE COP,I_.TITIJTTO_AL Cr_IVE_,_T?CIN. AND IN THE

I.J_JCLAS_ IC"IEr)
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OTHER BILLSs DESPITE THE FaCT THAT SEPARATE STATUS NEGOTIATIONS

_ETWEEN THE DISTRICT AND THE UNITED STATES HAVE BEGUN. LEGAL
_PTNION SEEMS TO BE THAT THE CONGRESS _NOT EXCLUDE A DISTRICT

_R_M SUCH LEGiSLATIONm EVEN THOUGHTHE =E==E_ENTATIVES OFTHE
PE_mLE OF THAT DISTRTCT MIGHT WIS_ TO B_ I_CLUDED,

THE _ILL ON GOVERNMENTAL TRANSITION WOUI._ gET UP AN OFFICE_

TO _EGIN FUNCTIONING AS SOON aS P_SSIBLE_ Tg WORK TOWARD MAKING
THE TRANSITION _ROM _RUSTEESWIP T_ _OME OT_ER FORM OF GOVERNMENT

AS _MOOTH AND T_OUBLE-FREE AS POSSIBLE, THE DT=ECTOR'OFiTHE

OFFICE WOULD HAVE AU?HO_ITY UNDER CERTaiN CIRCUMSTANCES: TO_
I

OR_EP CHANGES IN O_ DISCONTINUATION O_ EERTMI_ GOVERNMENT

_R_RAHS, THE OFFICE WOULO WOrK UMD=_ TH_ _ENE_AL SIJPER_ISION

OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE,

THE COMMISSION ON NATIONAL UNITY _OU_D CqNSIST OF SIX

_AGE FIVE RUHGSAA5#_2 UNCLAS

MEM_ERS_ TWO FROM THE CONGRESS$ TWO FRO_ THE' E_ECU-TIVE BRANCH

ArN_ TWO FROM THE PRIVATE SECTOR, AN_ EA.EH _0_ A _IFFERENT'

DISTqICT_ WHIC4 WOULD "_R_MOTE THE; 3RgWTH O= _ATIONAL UNIT.Y

IN MICRPNESIA*" THE COMMISSION WO!JL_ ST_Y ANO MAKE

_ECOMMEBIDATIONS TO THE CONGRESS A_O THE HIGq COMMTSSIONER ON

METHODS BY WHICH NATTONAL UNITY CaN BE _CNTEVED.

T_E COMMISSION WOULD HAVE AUTHORITY ?0 "REVIEW ALL _OLICIES_

ACTIONS, PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES _ ALL BRANCHES OF THE: TT

GOVERNMENT" TO _ET-_MIN_E• _ IF THEY "CON_M T_ T_E qOAL OF

_!ATIONAL UNITY. ''

THE THREE BILL9 WERE A_SIGNED TO. THE COMMITTEE ON_-JUDICIARY

AN_ GOVERNMENTAL_ OPE_ATIONS_. WNICu IS _XPECTEO TO HOLD PUBLIC

HE_INGS ON T_EM IN T_E NEAR FUTURE, CqaIR_.aN nF THE. COMMITTEE

IS 9ENATOR ANDON AMA_AIC_ {TRUK}

(S_qSIONS ARESHORT)

_AIPA_ JANUARY ISIMNS)---=LOOR ACTION WIS _O_TLY ROUTINE

AN_ THE SESSIONS WErE QUITE SWO_T IK; BOTH T_E SENATE AND HOUSE

OF THE rONGRESS OF MIC_ONESIA MONnAY (JAN I_)_ aS THE L_WMAKERS
MOVED TuROUGH THE EIGHT DAY OF Tgr S_.OAy eESSTON ON SAIPAN_

THE CENA_E_ IN =ACT_ ESTABLISHED SOMETHING _F _ RECORD
4
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_Y _TARTING ITS MORNTNG SESSION EXACTLY ON _IM_, THIS

UNUSUAL PROMPTNESS_ COUPLED WITH TM_ _A_T" T_AT TH_ SESSION

ONLY LASTED TEN MINUTES_ CAUGHT S_ME mE_PLF BY SURP_:ISE_
_INCLUOIMG TWO NEWSMEN w_O WERE SEEN IN THE RENATE GALLERY

AT ABOUT TEN-FIFTEEN "WAITING FOP THE S{SS_ON TO qTART,"

_IGHLIGHT OF THE SENATE SESSION ;WAg ?HE INTrODUCTiON

OF SEVERAL iMPORTANT _IECES O_ LE_IRLAT?ON REL.ATING TO FUTURE

STATUS (SEE PREVIOUS STORY}, THESE INCLUDE _ CONSTITUTIONAL

CONVENTION BIL.L_ A _ILL CREATING A COM_TSSTON ON NATIONAL

UNITY_ aND A MEASURE TO ESTABLISH AN OFmICE OF _OVE_NMENTAL.

TRANSITION,
OTHE_ _ILLS OFFERED MONDAY IN THE SE_ATE WOULOt AMEND

AN_ CLARIFY PROTIONS OF THE TT C_nE REL_TINS r_ TNE ,ACCUMULATION

bF ANNUAL AND SICK LEIVE BY GqVER_JMENT EMmLqYEFS ISB 35}l

APoOOPRIATE $25_ OeLLARS TO DEFRAY OPERATING EXPENSES

OF THE _ISTRICT TAX _FFICES (SB 3_)t CLARIFY TWE- OELE_ATION

OF AUTHORITY BY T_E _OAmO OF MARINE INR_ECTnRR (SB _9}1 MAKE
_W_ RESIDENTS _F _ALAU OISTRICT ELI_IBLm _0_ _ATU_AL:IZATION

AS CITIZENS OF' THE TRUST TERRITORY {S_ #_ A_D _B _3)1 ESTABLISW
A MICROMESIAN UNITY AWARO_ FO_ PEoSQN_ WHO _EVELOOE FLUENCY

COT
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