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• if[ /_3'' "" '':' '?"I"'AsaresuLt'Micr°nesianpr°blem";cameint°f°cusasneverbef°re"
' . ' :_."> • Right now, the Congress of Mlcronesla ts trying to work its way out

" • ' . " -:, '....:"J'._. if' from under the trusteeship, and is seeking independence despite the

• • ... _ . ...... "J ._.i.igreat geographical distances involved. At the same time, Saipan and
• _'71_,..,Zg'_.A .r,._,,,._.l_.,,. _IA,,,,,,. " .. _.. :_: .; !}1:.the other islands in the Madanas chain north of Guam (a U S.

-., _'dl_|tlAU_'_U|tl_ _IAI_IJI,ID .. :.' '::;'..I:_: .territory.since the Spanish,American War) are seeking closer
.:: " " ... ' . ' ' ' :';'. )"'ii! • political ties with the U.S. ' " "
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;' JIM'EGGENSPERGER Acting Sunday ErRor . ' . !,,-] If and when the split occurs, and the Congress of Micronesiaseeks

,. , ' . '.. " i'i)!l:.a new capital elsewhere, Saipan is going to face serious economic

. i ', ' . . " . .,.x 'I 'i" and employment problems - worse, even, than at present. The only
! PUBLISHED ON 'GUAM, WHERE AMERICA'S.DAV BEGINS' "..' "_], solution, native leaders'feell is to make the island so attractive to• Suhday,it Agana Terr tory of Guam,U SA • ' '_ •
,.' ' ' ." ".',._ " ..: .... ' _f'.,: Amencan and Japanese tounsts that everyone could go to work

) P.O.BoxON-Agana,Guam96910 "_'_" " ' ) bein bell ' m ti " 1 i
: i " " ' ' PHOaJC:.__.......,.,_,c,7_. .7 .". ,.' ..c '.'t_:_. _ , g hops, or so ethmg. Con. nental .Air lnes,, based. ,n Los

._- : !_, _- ........ : _:. .. ' '.,. '. I;_ Angeles, already has flights golngmtoMmronesm,Salpan slsley' P-t_t_roQ ;_ :_conQ _ a$5 tvlatt_r at The _o$I _JTT cer,_uarfll _ _ ' ' ' ."

. Under Act of Con-ress March3 1879' _ . ',.. .... '. _., Field, bruit by the Seabees.m 1944 to accommodate U.S. bombers," _ ' ' . ." "..', ;I ..... •
' ! Publ|shea by Guam Pul0lcations, h c, :, . i"., " .. '_ iq IS being reopened. Since 1968 United Mlcronesm Development

, • . '.A MemOe¢of the Gannett Group ' .. ' • ',. :_. Association, in which Continental has Interest, has been encouraging
: . .t- ". ' ..'., '. '- ..... _ investment in'the islands, and has job-training programs under'way.'

" ' I ' • . " J • o

, ' ...... -" " '1] .Thing is, jumbo jets lead to-jumbo hotels, and Sampan can do.
" '" ' ': " _'_.... f wRhout them..What Salpan needs Is not expedmnt, scattershot.

e/oad Reef c°nstructi°n' but a plan by which native c°nt°urs and native culture '

• i' could be nurtured, inspiring the design and the scale of new..{
• facilities. These should be low-profile, and they should be conceived :,

__-- --:: .. _ _..!:._i, i[ tograce, not disgrace, thelandscape.'. ii l ' '

A key issue is the location of hotels, brought on by plans to build
one.on Saipan s most attractive, popular beach. Seeing that the

5 mewhore ' island's shoreline is one of the most breath-taking anywhere-,
• ranging from the sandy stretches on the west (where a reef, six miles

• • • ..° ' . ,:, ". out, slows the surf) to the abrUpt coral cliffs on the east - it should

: ... . .'i _ be off Limits' to development, which is to say off limits for the

By William Marlin" /'enj°yment of everyone, .but especially the Saipanese. Where" .construction is .permitted, height limits should be set. One petition
Reprinted From The Christian Science.MonitOr ' ' l' circulated last summer, and supported by both the Marianas District

i_ Legislature and the Congress of Micronesia, advocated a limit of 50
The Pacific isiand of Saipa n is roughly 15 miles by five, and (_ feet. Such a design discipline, along with an overall land-use policy,

mountainous. Since 1944 , when American forces seized it from !i must be implemented now to prevent visual-polluting.
Japan, it has been, to use a military term, "secure." !. This may seem much ado about such a small island. But what is

The question .is "secure" for what? Secure, it turns out, for li, done on (or to) Saipan will influence what is done in other parts of
',I Mieronesia. Barely touched since World War II, Saipan is a serene

stateside-style development and commercial exploitation. As a result. :,
sugar is not the only kind ofcane being raised, on Saipan. Native but vulnerable spot where cultural identity should be enriched, not
citizens are asking why Saipan, with all the makings of paradise, i!vanquished, by economic forces.
Bust go the wa), of Waikiki Beach and take.on the markings of ', Mr, Marlin is editor of, the Architectura ! Forum.
)iaradise as well. In contrast to native leaders, they'are wary of what 'i
.10 projected hotels, to be built in the.next thre6 years, might'do to ' ii ' : " '
the island's character andculture; ' " " 1 • i . .... •

..... .':.........i'.' -:_;"_.....:;; ''_'

. To give You some background, Saipan.is presently the capital of .... " ' "
• . . . . . ._ .

M_crones!a - 2,000 _slands and atolls scattered over three mdLion -' : .. ' ;.,. _, ,,i L =
square miles of ocean. Technically, the area is a United Nations trust .'. ,
territory,"and has been since 1947. Actually it is an American ward, ? ._
strategically located .for military purposes. During :the '50's the. '.
Navy administered the trust, fronting for. the CIA, which, found
Sailqm u very congenial ph!ce to conduct training progn!ms. Stlch _' . t',,., "' ':'." ,' ' ""
z!ctivities kept mutJh of the island's most arable and scenic land off., ' ". ' '' ..
limits. Schooling, .health, care, and adequate housing took low _ • '.

priority. What suffered ' most, however, was native morale. " . t / "
Dependence turned to indolence, whichis what trusteeships Usually ; , ' /
!result in, despite laudable aims. . .!.. . "

•; 5 ;iI'' ' • 'i 0
The Navy p_lled' out "of its administrative function in the early I . :

:'60's and the) trust was given over to the U.S. Department ofi, ' .....
.Interior, which looked after it in the first place, Security began to C .
let up, and the natives became increasingly restless. The CIA ] ""
_stomping grounds, with paved roads, nice houses, and a concrete. I; , ':
andmahogany chtbhouse, were taken over. by the Congress of, i' _'

. . ,_ . .

Micronesia, re.presenting the far-flung island groups. The high,i ' ":-c.
,commissioner of the trust territory, previously:headquartered on._. . .. . :
Guam'and appointed by the President, moved in. So did the Peace _: . ,'?' " •
Corps, and so did political ferment.,. : .... .. ._ - :_ •,'
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