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MR. PRESIDENT :

NOW TEAT WE HAVE STARTED IN OUR FIFrH CONGRES_,I:FEEL THAT WE

_sT AS_ OU2SELVESONE F.t_.__MENTALQUESTION. WHY AP_ WE HE_?

SO_ MAY ANSWER TO APPROPRIATE MONEY OR TO CONSIIIER BILL S AND

RESOLUTIONS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS, TO ME THI_ IS ONLY PART OF

THE ANSWER. OUR MOST IMPORTANT REASON FOR BEING HERE IS TO

PROVIDE LEADERSHIP TO ALL OF OUR PEOPLE XH DETERML_XNG THEIR

FUT _7_E STATUS.

X FEEL THAT WE HAVE NOT DONE THE JOB WE COULD HAVE AND SHOULD

HAVE DONE. ONE RESULT OF OUR NOT PROVIDING THE NECESSARY

LEADERSHIP BY FACING THE ISS_ OF OUR FUTURE &TATUS, ZS THAT

THE M%RIANA ;,.ISLANDSDISTRICT HAS TAKEN L'TEPS TO _PARATE

FROId US. WHEN TH_ QUESTION OF THE S_PARATION OF THE M_RIANA

ISLANDS DISTRICT AROSe, WE HAD SEVERAL COURTS OF ACTION. WE

COULD HAVE INITIATED. DISCUS._XONS WITH THE LEADERS OF THIS

DISTRICT TO CLARIFY THE ISSI_S THAT APPARENTLY SEPARATED US

AND TO REACH A II_FLNITE AGREEMENT ON OUR FUTb'RE RELATIONS. OR,

WE COULD HAVE IGNORED THE QUESTION. UI_ORTUNATELY, WE CHOSE

TIsE LATER COLRSE. THAT, TO ME, IS NOT PROVIDING LEADERSHIP.

EVEN.NOW, WE,THROUGH OUR JOINT COMMITTEE ON FUTURE STATUS,

SHOULD BE CONDUCTING NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE _%RXANA_ POLITICAL

STATUS COMMISSION, AND NOT JUST THE UNITED STATES.
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WE SHOULD ATTE_IPT TO REACH AN AGREEMENT A_ONG OURSELVES AS TO

THE SPECIFIC TYPE OF ARRANGE,%_NT THE OTHER 5 DISTRICTS WILL

K_VE WITH THE M%RIANAS, TKE TIMETABLE FOR ANY SEPARATION/iND THE

TRANSITIONAL STEPS THAT WILL E_VE TO BE TAKEN IF A _PARATION

IS TO OCCUR. FINDING SOLUTIONS TO THESE QUESTIONS IS NOT THE

JOB OF T}_E UNITED STATES, IT IS THE JOB OF TIIE"MICRONESIAN

LEADEKS, WHEN T_Y ARE IN FACT PROVIDING LEADERSHIP TO THEIR

PEOPLE. ! '_-

_'IAT HOLDS US TOGETHER. IS IT, A CON_{ON IANGUAGE, CULTURE, HISTORY

OR A FEELING OF NATIONALISM? CLEARLY NOT. .THE ONLY FACTOR W'I'IICH

WILL DETERMINE WHET}tER OR NOT THEB.E WILL BE A UNITED MICRONESIA

IS LI_DERSHIPo WITHOUT ACTIVE AND DEDICATED IZADEKS, UNITY IS

AND WILL BE A DREAM, NOT A REALITY. THE _%RIANAS IS AI/IEADY ON ITS

WAY. WITHOUT THE PROPER LEADERSHIP, TI{E QUESTION IS NOT %_ETHER

ANOTHER DISTRICT WILL GO, BUT WHICH DISTRICT WILL GO NEXT.

EVEN TI_ HIGH CO_,IISSIONT_R HAS'F_COGNIZED THE PRI;,_\RYIMP_TAN_

OF OUR DEALING WITH THE STATUS QUESTION. iN HIS STATE OF THE

TERRITORY _V_SSAGE HE STATED:

'_HIS CONGRESS NOW HAS BEFORE IT A C}.P_LLZNGI_G OPPORTUNITY

TO OPEN TBI_ WAY FOR ESTABLIS/{_hq" OF Th_ _ANS OF Ihq'ER_NAL

SELF GOVERN;,_NT FOR MIC_ONESDI." HE THEN CO_'INUZD, " i

AG%IN URGE THE _k_ERS OF TI_ CONGR/_SS TO GIVE TOP PRIORITY

ToT_:_ASs_ oFU_GZS_TIONC_TZNO,'_cO_TnIO_L

co_w_rIo_."

' _ I, / __ 03%36'7\q_._ _'-_.



WHY IS IT T}{AT A FOREIGN HIGH COMMISSIONER MUST URGE THE LEADERS

OF MICRONESIA TO PROVIDE LEADERSHIP DURING THIS MOST IMPORTANT

TI*VIE IN OUR HISTORY. WE SHOULD NOT HAVE TO BE TOLD THAT WE NEED

TO PROVIDE THE MEANS FOR ESTABLISHING A NEW MICRONESIAN GOVERNMENT.

YET OUR FAILURE TO ACT DURING THE PONAPE SESSION INDICATES THAT

WE MAY NEED TO BE URGED TO DO OUR JOB.

INSTEAD OFCONSIDERING THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION BILL IN

PONAPE, WE FOUND MANY OTHER THINGS TO OCCUPY OUR TIME. WILL W_
[

DO THE SAME THINGS THIS SESSION? W_T IS IT THAT IS SO IMPORTANT

THAT WE MUST USE OUR SHORTTIME TOGETHER AVOIDING OUR FUTURE

STATUS? APPARENTLY WHAT WE ARE DOING IS SPENDING THE MAJORITY

OF OUR TIME CONSIDERING LEGISLATION _{ICH IS BEING COPIED FROM A

FOREIGN CULTU}_, WHICH IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE TO MOST OF OUR PEOPLE,

WHICH IS NOT SUITED TO AN UNDERDEVELOPED ISLAND NATION, AND %_ICH

MAY BE INAPPROPRIATE FOR OUR NEW GOVE_qMENT.

f

TI_ AMERICAN LEGAL SYSTEM MAY WORK IN AMERICA. THAT DOESN'T MEAN

THAT IT WILL WORK IN MICRONESIA. THREE INSTRUCTIVE EXAMPLES OF HOW

WELL THE AMERICAN SYSTEM WORKS WHEN TRANSPLANTED TO A FOREIGN

CULTURE ARE THE PHILIPPINES, SOUTH I(OREA, AND SOUTH VIETNAM. I

HOPE THAT WE A_:_ENOT BUILDING A FOURTH EXAMPLE HERE IN MICRONESIA.

RATHER THAN SEEING HOW RAPIDLY WE CAN PASS LAWS COPIED FROM THE UNITED

STATES, WE SHOULD SPEND OUR TIME PROVIDING THE LEADERSHIP NECESSARY

FOR MICRONESIA TO EMERGE AS A NEW NATION. LET US GIVE OUR PEOPLE

THE CHANCE TO FORM A CONSTITUTION BEFORE WE GIVE THEM A MODEL
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CORP6 TIONWE DELAYNOLONGER;WEMUSTACT
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