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Dear Ambassador Williams:

By now, I am sure that you are familiar with the posi-
t:iontaken by the people of Palau with relation to the
question of the United States Delegation's proposal for
options for military land in Palau. That position is
that the people of Palau will consider the question only

after all so-called "public land" in Palau District has I
been returned to the traditional chiefs, in trust for the I

people.

If your delegation is unable to agree to this condition
prior to the start of the next round of talks, we will
assume that you are either unable to do so or no longer
desire the options previously requested. In that event,
it;is our intention to continue the negotiations on the
basis that no land in Palau District will be made avail-

able to the United States. If, however, you agree to
this condition, _e will be prepared to discuss its
implementation and the eventual sending of a land survey
team to Palau.

It is our Delegation's position that, since previous rounds
of negotiations have been devoted to areas of primary
interest to the United States, the next round must be
devoted to those in which _'..icronesiahas a primary interest.
These areas are finance, transition, and termination. In
each of these, our delegation has submitted a position
paper to _¢hichyour delegation has not responded. We have
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given our proposals, and expect your counterproposals
in return. Accordingly we are regretfully unable to

resume negotiations until we receive your assurances

that your Delegation will present United States

proposals on these important issues at such negotiations

I look for-_ard to receiving your early reply.

/
ery truly yours
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