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SUBJECT: NEXT ROUND OF MICRON_IAN STATUS TALKS ; LAND IN PALAU

lAZARUS SALIi, CHAiRY_N OF J01q_T COMMITTEE ON _-lrI_URESTATUS, HAS
_OLD ME TPAT IN Li_ WITH RECtOr TELEPHONE CON"_ERSATION HE FAD WITH

COMMITTEE'S ATTORNEY PAUL WARS_KE, HE IS THIn,KING IN TE_S OF NEXT ROUND
OF STATUS TALXS To BEGIN ABOUT MAY 15 IN MONTERREY. HE STRESSED MICRO-

N_ESIANS WOULD WANT TO PROCEED WITH NEGOTIATION OF DRAFT COMPACT, FOCUSSING ON

TITLES OF PRI_ CONCERN TO 1"HEM: FI_ANCE, TERMINATION, TRA_SITION.

SALII THEN REFERRED TO HIS LETTER OF FEB 22 TO AMB WILLIAMS, COPY

OF I_ICH HE SUBSEQUENTLY FURNISHED TO ME. ON QUESTION OF U.S. 1AND

NEEDS IN PAIAU, HE SAID JCFS WOULD P,EQULRE A '._,ITTENSTATEI_ZNT FROM USG
THAT U.S. DISAVOWS ANY CLAIM TO ANY PUBLIC LANDS IN PALAU (WITH EXDEPTION

OF THAT ACTUALLY IN USE SUCH AS LAND FOR POST OFFICE BUILDDIG). SALII

DECLARED SIMILAR STATEMENT MUST BE MADE BY TT GOVERNMENT. IN ANSWER TO

QUESTION FROM ME, HE SAID SUCH DISCLAI'MERS MUST BE _tDE BEFO_ THERE CAN
BE ANY NEGOTIATION FOR SPECIFIC PIECE OR PIECES OF LAND. PALAUA_ KN(_4

WHO ALL THE _ OW_ERS ARE, HE DECLARZD, AND WHAT LAND THEY OWN, AND ONCE

T_EY RECEIVE BACK THEIR IANDS THROUGH BLANKET DISCIAIq_R, THERE WOULD BE _,0

DIFFICULTY LN SUBSEQUENTLY NEGOTIATING LAND OPTIONS WITH INDIVIDUAL OW_'ERS.

OFFICIAL CONFI_L_ATION OF INDIVIDUAL LAND TITLES IS MOVING SO SLOWLY, SALII

SAID, THAT PROCEEDI_G ON THAT BASIS "MIGHT TAKE 25 YEA.R5." HE SAID LAND
SURVEY TEAM '_OULD NOT BE WELCOME AT THIS TIME IN PALAU."

SALII STR_SED HIS POINTS _ STRONGLY: U.S. HAS NO CLAIM TO

PALAU PUBLIC lANDS AND THIS _ST BE MADE CLEAR; THIS HAS BEEN PALAUAN
POSITION "FOR A LONG TIME" AND MUST BE ACCEPTED BY U.S. PRIOR TO NEXT ROUND

OF TALKS ; IF NO AFFIRMATIVE REPLY IS RECEIVED TO SALII'S LE"ITER, JCFS WILL

ASSUME U.S. NO LONGER HAS _mt'_wwsNEED FOR MILITARY LA_m IN PAIAU.
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I TOLD SALII I WAS SURPRISED AT WHAT, DESPITE HIS CO_/_ENT, WERE

SOME NEW ELEMENTS IN THIS SUBJECT OF U.S. MILITARY IA_D REQUIREMENTS IN

PAIAU, AND THAT SURELY HE MUST BE AWARE THAT WHAT HE OUTLINED SEEMED

HARDLY TO SUGGEST AN AREA OF NEGOTIATION SINCE, UNDER HIS PROCEDURE, THE

U.S. WOULD, IN EFFECT, BE GIVING AWAY ALL ITS CARDS WITHOUT ANY ASSURANCE
OF RETRIEVAL OR EVEN FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION. I PRESSED POINT OF DE-

SLRABILITY TIL%T IAND ISURVEY TEAM SHOULD GO TO PALAU AT EARLY DATE FOE
PURPOSE OF SELECTING 1AND DESIRED AND THUS FACILITATI_SPEED-UP OF

INDIVIDUAL TITTLE CLARIFICATION ON THOSE lANDS SELECTED FOR OPTION. SALII

SEEMED TO GIVE NOT AI_ INCH AND REPEATED HIS EARLIER ASSERTION THAT 1AND

SURVEY TEAM WOULD NOT BE WELCOME, PRIOR TO FULFILLMENT OF CONDITIONS HE
HAD OUTLINED.

COMMENT: IT SE_ TO ME LIKELY THAT PAlAUAN POLITICS AS _ SHOWN UP

DURING RECENT CONCRESS, WIT}{ ROMAN TMETUCHL, TIMOTHY OLKERIIL, FRANCISCO

ULUDONGX_ TAKING LEADING ROLES (WITH TOM GIADWYN A SOLID

SUPPORTER FROM THE SIDELINES), ARE RESPONSIBLE IN lARGE PART FOR THIS
HARDENING OF ATTITUDE. IT IS OBVIOUS THAT PALAUANS' CHIEF WEAPON W_]_2XX

ACAINST US IS CIRCUITOUS TALK AND GENERAL OBFUSCATION OF ISSUES. IF RPT

IF MILITARY lAND OPTIONS IN PALAU ARE ESSENTIAL TO US (AND OF COURSE THIS

MUST BE CAREFULLY JUDGED BY OTHERS) IT LOOKS TO ME AS IF WE WILL LHAVE TO

GO _X AHEAD WrrH STEPS TO ACQUIRE THEM.. THIS WOULD MEAN SENDING LAND

SURVEY TEAM NOW, OR AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, THUS TAKING ADVANTAGE OF LIMBO
IN WHICH STATUS ISSUE TEMPORARILY LIES.
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