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SUBJECTs PRESS REPORT SALil COMMENT ON MICRONESIAN SEPARATISM

I. PACIFIC DAILY NEWS_ APRIL 2_s FRONT-PAGED STORY FROM ITS
SAIPAN BUREAU REPORTING THAT JCFS CHAIRMAN SENATOR LAZARUS SALII

WAD EXPRESSED COWCERN "ovER SIGNS THAT AMER{CAN REPRESEnTaTIvES
AT THE TEMPORARILY-STALLED STATUS NEGOTIATIONS MIGHT TAKE A
NARD LINE APPROACH AT THE NEXT ROUND OF TALKSs TENTATIVELY

SCHEDULED TO BEGIN MAy _e IN WASHINGTON." SALII I$ QUOTED AS
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SAYING THAT IN LIGHT OF SEPARATIST RUMBLiNGSs U.S, "SEEMS:CONFI-
DENT IT CAN DEAL NOT ONLY WITHTHE MARIANAS SEPARATELY _UT

ALSO WITHTHE MARSHALLS AND POSSIBLY OTHER DISTRICTS IN SEPARATE

NEGOTIATIONS AND IN ErFEC+s _Y.PASS THE :CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA,,,

_p STORY SAYS SALII HAD RFCEIVED WORo THAT U.S, 6EPUTY REPRESENTA-
TIVE FOR MICRONESIAN STATUS NEGOTIATIONSs JAMES M, WILSONs

INDICATED AT A SYMPOSIUM IN WASHINGTON LAST WEEKTHAT THE AMERICAN
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DELEGATION MIGHT NO LONGER BE WILLING TO PRESERVE THE CURRE_,T

DIRECTION OF THETALKS. DESCRIBING HIS SOURCE AS AN "UNIMPEACHA-
BLE WASHINGTON ATTORNEY,,, ACCORDING TO PDN STORYs SALII SAID

WILSON INDICATED HE DIDN,T CARE WHETHER MiCRONESIA WANTED FREE

ASSOCIATION OR INDEPENDENCE_ JUST THaT "HE WANTED TO GET ON
WITH IT,"

3. SALII'S UNNAMED SOURCE IS QUOTED AS STATING s "THE U_ITE_

STATES IS ASSUMING A DEviL-MAY.CARE _TTITUD_ BECAUSE iT 'HAS'
THE MARIANAS, AND THAT THE MARSHALL ISLANDS WILL NOT OPT FOR

INDEPENDENCE AND CUT OFR THEIR MONEY SUPPLY. BY FORCING THE

DECISION ON MICRONESIAs IT WILL PROBABLY SPLIT UP THE DISTRICTS
INTO MANAGEABLEs OR MORE ECONOMICALs CHUNKS FORTHE U.S."

4. PDN STORY CONCLUDES BY SAYING THAT SALII CHARGED IT WAS BEEN

KNOWN FOR SOME TIME THAT THE U.S. WAS EMPLOYING "DIVIDE AND
CONQUER" TACTIAC IN T_E ISLANDS,

S. DATELINE ISSUE SAME DAY CARRIES ADDITIONAL TEXT_ APPARENTLY

OMITTED FROM PDN STORYs STATING THAT SALII WAD SAID THAT

SEPARATE TALKS BY INDIVIDUAL DISTRICTS WAS "PLAYING DIRECTLY

iNTO AMERICAN HANDS, THE u,S. HAS KNOWN FOR SOMETIME OUR BONDS

O_ uNITY WER_ WEAK, T@EY ARE MAKING THOSE B_NDS WEAKER, IF

MICRDNESIA IS TO SURVIV{, WE MUST NEGOTIATE AS A UNITED PEOPLE,"
TRENT
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