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(WILLIAMS _SSU_S STATEMENTI

MAJURO MAY 0 {MNS_---UNITFD STATES AM_ASSAOOR FRANKLIN

HAYDN WII_LIAMS_ PRESIDENT NIXONUS PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR

MICRONESIAN _TATII5 NEGOTIATIONS, LFFT MAJURO WEDNESDAY (MAY O)

'FOR TRLIK FOLI_OUING TWU DAYS OF MFETINGS WITH THE SIX DISTRICT

AOMINISTRATORS OF THE TRUST TERRITORY _URING THEIR SEMI-ANNUAL

nISTAD C_NFER_NCE, _FFn_F LEAVIN_ T_E MARSHALL ISLAND@,

AHBASSADnR WTLI.IAMS ISSUED THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT TO TH_ PRESS|

PA_E THREE DF RUHGRAA IINCLAS

"I HAVE 8FE_ tn MAJIJRO THE PAS_ TwO OAYS AT THE INVITATION

OF THE OTSTRTCT _DMINISTRATORS Tn ni_CtlS_ WITH THEM THE

_EGOTI_TIONS O_ A FUTURE POLITICAL STATUS FOR MICRONF$1A, WE

.nI_CUSSEn THe ME_T!NG$ I HELn IN HONOLULU LAST FRIDAY aND

'_ATURDAy _IT H _E_ATOR LAZARUS SALIT AN_ CONGRESSMAN EKPAP SILKs

'RESPECTIVELY CHAIRMAN AND CO-CHA!RMAH OF THE CON_RES_ OF

'MICRONFSIAIS JOIHT COMMITTEE ON rUTUPE 5TATUS_ TO REVIEW

'PROGRESS IKI _HF K_EGOTIATIONS TO hATE AND TO PLAN FOR FURTHER

'MOVEMENT TnWARn A RE_ULUTION OF THE _TAT_I$ QUERT_ON, THE

HONOLULU T_LKS wER# IISEFUL AND P_ODU_TIV_, WE AGREED ON SOME

_NTERMED_ATE STEP5 HHICH MUST RE TAKEN BETWEEN N_ AND THE

ITIME--TENTATIVELY SET FOR LATE THIS _UMH_R®-_MEN OI.IR FULL
DEI EGAT.[_q _IIL JnINTI.Y TURN TO THE TaSK OF C_MPLFTTN_ A DRAFT

.CUMpACT nF FnEF AS_OCIATTONo IN T_F MEANTIME THE C;_-CHAIRMAN

'AN_ T _ILL BF HOLDING A SEPIFS 0r THFORMAL MF_T_N_S TN
PREPARATION aOR T_E RESUMPTION OF _URK ON THE COMPACT,

"TH_ I)oS. _AO BEEN PREPARED T m PESUHE FIILLNEGOTIAT!_NS

THIS MnNTH_ WHFN A HE" ELEMENT WHICH RFQ_!IRES CAREFUL STUDY WAS

INTHOOUCED INTO THE _EGOTIATIONS BY THE JOINT COMMITTEF, ! WAS
INFORMEO THAT IT HAD NOW 8EC_ME TRF POSITION OF THE JOINT
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COMMITTEE AND THE CONGRESS "IF MICRfIN_SIA THAY THF CURRFNT
POLITICAl. STATUS NF.GnTIATION$ CA_JNnT [;fl_'OR_ARD UNL.ES5 AND

I'!INTIL ALL PIJRLTC LAND IN PALAU IS RETURNEO TO THE TRADITIONAL
CHIEF,_ IM THE .nlSTRICT IN TRUST FOR THE PEOPLE,
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"THIS ISSI!E IX NEW O_LY WITH RESPeCTTO TIMINg, NnT

_RSTANCEo THE UoS, GOVERN'MENTWS PRS_TTON _N PUBLIC I.AND IS

CU,EAR, HE STATED AT HANA THAT ALL MICRONESTAN LAND BELONGS TO
THhE MICRnNESIANSp THAT ITS CONTROL SNOULn RE_T I N THE HAND_ OF
MICRONESIANSp THAT iT IS OUR INTFNTInN THAT ALL PUBLIC LAND WILL

IEI RETIJRNE_ TO MICPONESI_NSw AND THAT ULTIMATE RESPONSIBILITY
FOR THE nISPnSTTION OF PIJBLI_ LAND 5HO!JL_ PEST WITH MICRONESIAN$,

t"WE HAD ASSIJMED THAT THE WIIHrS.OF THE PEOPLE OF MI_RONE$11
REGARDIN_ CONTRO'L AN_ NISPOSITIO_! OF LANO WOI.iLB RE REFLECTED

TNIA MICRONEIIA CUNSTITUTE_ ANO TN THE $!IBSEOUENT BECI$1ONS

TAKEN Ry DILLY CONSTITUTE_ AUTHnR_TIE_ AT THE CENTRAL AND
DISTRICT LEVEL_, Nn_ THE JOINT CnMMITTEE AND THE CON@RE$_ OF

MI_RONESIA WANT THE iI_S, TO |iNDERT_KE THE TA_K Oe RETURNING
PUB,LIE LAND TO P_L.AUL "

,"THE U,$, INTFND5 TO CONSIDER THI_ SUGGESTION CAREFULLY,
NATURALLY, WE MUST WEIGHT IT IN RELATIONRHIP TO ALL OF
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MICRDNES_A_S DTSTR_CTS, THE REAL QUESTION IS TO WHnM O_ WHAT

ENTITY IN TH_ DISTQIETS THE I.AND SwOiILD BE RETHRNED, BECAUSE
nF _HE MIiLTIPLICTTY _F DIFFERENT LANn TRAOITIONS AMONG THE VARIOUS

OIS_RICTS, THE R_Tt_RN QF THE PUBLI_ LANDS IS A COMPLEX QUESTION
REOUIRIN_ _XTENSIVF EON$ULTATION AND REFLECTION, WE ARE

PROC_EEDIK'G T_ FXaMTNE TT AND WILL RE SnLICITING THE VIEWS OF ALL
THOSE HAVING E_PFRTISE IN THIn FIELn--TNE TTPI ADMINISTRATION,

THE CONGRESS OF MI_RnNESIA AND THE JOINT COMMITTEE_ ANO OFFICIALS

ANn PRIVATE _ITITEN E.EADER_ AT THE DISTRICT LEVEL. WHILE I DO

NOT _NOW WHAT THF IiLTIMATE DECISION WILL BE ON THE TIMING OF THE

RETURN OF THE PUBLIC LANDS, I CAN aSSURE YOUTHAT THE U=S, WILL

WANTITO RE RESPONSIVE TO THE WISHES nF THE PEOPLE OF'MICRONE_IA

AND _HEIR LEADERS AT THE VARIOUS LEVELS OF GnVERNMENT,
"MANY MICRONESIA=_ CONSIDER THE QUESTION OF POLITICAL UNITY

TO B_ THE MOST IMPORTANT ISSUE FACRO BY HIKRONESIA TODAY, THE

PRnBLIEM IS B_S?CALI.Y ONE WHICH. THE MICQONESIANS MUST RESOLVE
FOR THEMSELVES9 HOWEVER, THE U,Si HAS RURBIIEB THE FUTURE
_TATU'$ NEGOTIATIONS wITH THE JOINT CnMMITTEE ON FUTURE STATUS
IN THE H_PF AN_ EXPECTATION THAT A CRMMDN STATUS WILL BE,

FORTHCnMTN_ FOR TH F HARSHALL_ AND THE CAROLINES, THE U.5, WILL
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CqNTINIIE ro HOPE THAT _UT nF THO_E NFGOTIATIONS AND, MORE
IMPORTANTLY OUT _F THE I)ELIBERAT_0NS WITHIN MICPONESIA REGARDING

THE ATURE _F y_IjR FUTURE GOV_RNMFNT--_Lt. COME A UNITED

MIICRONESIA , WE C_NTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT DESPITE CONSIDERABLE
CULTURAL DIVERSITY AND DIFFERING. LnEaL PROBLEMS AN_ INTERESTS,

A ItJN!FIED MI_R_NESIA MOULD BEST HEFt THE ECONOMIC, SOCIALp AND
OTIHER NEEDS nF THE PEOPLE CONCFRNEn, I wnULD LIKE TO RENEW
nU_R FREQUENT EARLIER _IJGGESTIONS THAT THE MICRONESIANS AND THEIR

LEIADERS RE_IN _OnN THE PROCESS OF _RAMTNg THEIR FUTURE

GDIVERNMENT IN DRnE_ TO DEFINE, AMONG uTHER THINGS, THE DIVISION
nF' AUTHORITY BETWEEN THE CENTRAL GnVFRNMFNT AND THE _ISTRICT_,

LAIWS ON MATTERS PERTAINING Tn LAHD, ANn POLICIES w_TH RESPECT
TO! COLLE_TTON AND DISTRIBUTION OF REVENUES,

"THROUGHO!IT THE NFGOTIATIONS ON MICRO_ESIA_S FUTURE STATUS

THERE HAS BEEN A CONSTANCY OR U,S, PURPOSE AND P_LTCY. THE

U,So INTFNn5 Tn LIVE UP TO ITS TREATY COMMITMENT, THF l_,S, HAS
AN_ OBLIGATION TO THE. PEOPLE nF THE TRUST TERRITORY TO GIVE THEM

ANIOPP_RTUNITY TO _HDOSE FREELY THEIR.O_N FUTUREL THE U,S,
IN_END_ TO FIILFILL THAT OBLIGATION, WHILE WE HAVE SAID THAT
THE MICRnNFSI@NS _ILL HAVE THE FIILL RIGHT OF SELF-nETERMINATION,
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