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STATUS T_LKS

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF PRESS STATEMENT RELEASED JOINTLY MAY 23
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BEGIN TEXT

SENATOR EDWARD PANGELINAN AND AMBASSADOR HAYDN WILLIAMS,
CHAIRMEN RESPECTIVELY OF THE MAR_ANA$ AND AMERICAN DELEGATIONS
TO THE MARIANA_ STATUS TALKS, SA_D TnDAY THEIR DELEGATIONS HAVE
REACHED BR_AD PRELIMINARY UNdERSTANDiNG ON MOST ASPECTS OF THE

MARIANAS-U.S, POLITICAL RELATIONSHIP ENVISAGED UNDER A COMMON-
WEALTH ARRANGEMENT FOR THE MARIANAS,

THEY INOICATED THAT AT THIS EARLY STAGE DR DELIBERATIONS
THE MAIN EFFORT HAS BEEN TO HIGHLIGHT AREAS OF TENTATIVE AGREEMENT
AND TO IDENTIFY TECHNICAL QUESTIONS REQUIRING FURTHER STUDY AND

OISCUSSI_N, _ATHER THAN TO EXPLORE THE PRECISE LANGUAGE DR AN
ULIlMATE STATUS AGREEMENT•
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IN DESCRIRING THE PRELIMINARy NATURE OF THEIR UNDERSTANDINGS_

SENATOR PANGELINAN AN[) THE AMBASSADOR REITERATED THAT, IN ANY ';..
CASE, THE INSTRUMENT OF AGREEMENT EMERGING FROM THIS AND POSSIBLE /

FUTURE NEGOTIATING ROUNDS tqILL HAVE TO BE APPROVED BY THE

MAR_ANAS DISTRICT LEG_SLATtJRE, IHE PEOPLE OF THE MARIANA$_ AND

THE U,S, CnNGRESS, THE "iwO CHAIRMEN RELIEVE, NONETHELESS, THAT THE
= PRESENT CONSIDERABL_ DEGREE OF UNUERSTANOING ON THE FUNDAMENTALS

nF THE POLITICAL RELATIONSHIP PROVIDES AN EXCELLENT FOUNDATION
FOR A SUBSEQUENT INSTRUMENT rIF A_,REEMENT,

THE TWO CHAIRMEN INDICATED THAT PRELIMINARY AGREEMENT HAD BEEN
PEACHED ON A COHMONWFALTH RELATIKIN_HIP WHICH WILL VEST SOVEREIGNTY

DVE_ THE MAR_ANAS IN THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT UNDER A TERRITORIAL
t

RELATIONSHIP AND PERMIT MAXIMU M F_ARIaNA@ CONTROL OVER LOCAL AFFAIRS,
THIS WOUI. D BE ACCOMPLISHED UNDER A LnCALLY-DRAFTED, LOCALLY-

.... APPRQVED CONSTITUTION PROVIDING _O_ A BILL OF RIGHTS_ SEPARATION
OF POWERS, ANO A POPULARLY ELECTED CHIEF ,EXECUTIVE, THERE ARE
ALSO THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL TEK{TATIVE UNDERSTANDINGS1 THE U,S,

---- GOVERNMENT wILL HAVE RESPUNSIBILITY FOR DEFENSE AND FOREIGN

', AFFAIRS, THOUGH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WILL WELCOME THE ADVICE Ill.
OF THE MARIANAS ON INTERNATI.ONAL.'MA.T.TER$-DIRECTLY AFFECTING THE I::
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_5LANDS, MOREOVER, THE U,S, WILL SIIPPORT THE MARIANAS! MEMBERSHIP
IN REGIONAL OR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS CONCERNED WITH ECONOMIC=--._.,.
CULTURAL, OR COMPARABLE A_EAS OF INTEREST WHICH PERMIT REPRESENT-

ATION FROM CONSTITUENT PARTS OF A POLITICAL FAMILy, WHILE THE

JUDICIAL SYSTEMS OF THE MARIANAS AND THE U,S. WILL BE COMPATIBLE

AND CONSISTENT WITH FEDERAL LAW W TWE MARIANAS WILL. HAVE THE RIGHT
TO ESTABLISH LOCAL COURTS FOR PURELY LOCAL MATTERS, THE TWO SIDES

WILL EXPLORE A COMMON APPROACH Tn +THE U,S, CONGRESS REGARDING- THE
NATbRE OF THE MARIANAS t REPRESENTATInN IN WASHINGTON.

THE TWO DE.EGATIONS ARE AGREED THAT FURTHER JOINT STUDY I$
NECESSARY ON THE APPLICABILITY TO THE MARIANAS OF SPECIFIC U,$_ LAWSw

THE PRECISE EXTENT OF SELF-GOVERNMENT TO BE EXERCISED BY THE
MARIANASLUNDER THE U,S. CONSTITUTION ANO RELEVANT FEDERAL

LEGISLATTON, AND THE STATUS TO BE ACCORDED THOSE RESIDENTS OF THE
..I:C

..] MARIANAS WHO MIGHT NOT wISH TO BECOME AMERICAN CITIZENS, SUBPANELS
_ OF LAWYERS FPOM THE T_O DELEGATIONS HAVE ALREADY BEGUN A USEFUL

+._, EXPLORATION OF THESE _ARGELY TECHNICAL MATTERS AND WILL CONTINUE
:.-; THEIR DELIBERATIONS DURING THE COURSE OF THE PRESENT TALKS AND
'-; SUBSEQUENTLY IN WASHINGTON,

THE TWO CHAIRMEN NOTED THAT THE AREA OF UNDERSTANDING ON THE
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BASIC STRUCTURE OF THE POLITICAL RELATIONSHIP IS SUFFICIENTLY
BROAD TO WARRANT THE DELEGATIONS t MOVING NOW TO CONSIDERATION OF
SUCH OTHER MAJOR AGENDA ITMES AS E_ONOMICS ANO FINANCE, LAND,

AND TRANSITION, THE NEXT WORKING SESSION OF THE TWO DELEGATIONS

IS SCHEDULED WEDNESDAY, MAY 23, END TEXT
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