
T]NIAN.......BASE'_ . -

WHOLg iSLAND TO
._n _ • ' '_...... ':- ......... '-:._--. • • - .. :i . ;. - -:

0 n

l i

Lm t

] ?

" _John Hofschneider, Tii_ianresident.

._:;_.;.L;;.j.,;_,_:

Opponent S. military take-over assemble in front
, .11

of huge of home of traditional Tara _ o.
ch iefs.
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Th_ States has officially-announced i!::pl_ns., lowing the announcement, s_gns opposing mili[ary , . .
, $ i44 6 million military airbase and :.. :--oplans began to-aptiea.r.i FormerMay0rJoe Cruz said,i._:_; ,.

" on 7;nigh i_lnn_t:in _-th_M;ri"nnn_ The__i_ "t?have alwaysbeen hooted as l_eing_-pr0-miiita/-y but .-i..:supply ........... ........................... .--_--_..:._: .... _: ....... -..... . ..... ...... . ........... _-..
announ ent was made by Franklin Haydn Williams;_'..g moving.San J_ose (.where. the entire.population: lives) is.

" _racde,er'_ n _" tl_;..fnh',_'_. 0f Mi,-roh_"_]_ i :"! too.much:_ ./,"-Feiipe. Atalig;: amember 0f.the Congre_..chief _ .............. ............................. •........ , ...... • . -
• The.: States would be s01e landl0rd-0-f the-en-- _;,"of Micronesia said •he.doubted the people would allow . ..

..wrtual peons on.their, own:.land, . _tire mile Manhattan-shaped'island. Its 800 •-__ themselves tobecome ....... "'

,uld be displacedfrqm_their .homes to.. _.i'!i asUniteffStatesproposals.would havek_-., _:, i-::..i:_::..:_...."
make a new port and munitions facility. :Ac,. -: . .:" FelipeMendiola, speaker of the local legislature;, was,

cordin: reports, •access to the island would be-.. -_'_imong many whosigned a petition-asking for lJn!ted_j :. -
regulat_ the military. -- ' . - - ',i; :..:_-_:' -_-. i. !. :.. Nations helpin.stopping American plans .to displace°<..:...

The le.of. Yinian, many of whom hadprev.iously '_ them:fr0m.theirhomes: He. told.Willian:/sthat the:U..S. ..

_ prospects of a limited military.presence. " is "apparently Unaware or"how attached islanders are,_ "_:
on are "visibly angry" according to Admin- . to their land. If the I:I.S. attemptsto for_eus, I.would "

Frank Chong. Immediately fol- ' predict another Wounded Knee. It is our land, our...
• . __. • ., ... . '.- " , -_ . : ..- ":....... -._ _.z . ;." . -



:(uture.'" ' " ]runways, one of which is stiil in use for regular passen-
The announcement about the base came during. " ger service. Continental Airlines is slated to begin 727

negotiations between the United States and representa-- jet service there in the near future.
rives of the Mariana Islands'who are :seeking permanent •The new base was described by Williams as a "joint
ties with the United States through a commonwealth- • service military service facility, that would station

relationship. '...... 2,600 military and civilian' personnel, not including

DETAILS ' dependents. The following particulars were given for
Details of American plans were first revealedin the each area of theisland::': ....._J '" " " : ' ": : " ' " "

Guam-based Pacific Daily News on 16 May 1973 but o North:.i reserved for air and periodic gound-
were denied by aspokesman for Williams. HOwever, in fiaaneuvers " '_' " ...... -,...... ' " _
an unannounced radio broadcast., on: the even!ng 0f.: • . . I

30 May, Williams'confirmed these reports. He said, i i.: "Because of recent evehts we have come to realize
"U£S. land needs are exi:ensive;.;".._"SOmuch so that We- .,.;that "ifyOustarue apemoti;.He'il eatanything he is

feel.we should acquire ihe northern tW0-thlrds-_f tla_ : ' ;gh, ert '.We have beengetti_ig!Only, crumbs.. Our-idnd is
island for military-purlr0ses:We' feel we. slaould also asi_ ' '_: precio'us and scarce,, wd cadnot condone the us_o_i t

to acquire the southern third.bu_ tiwouldimake/thisparti..._.i_ iby:a :foreign government2_ Weare,Chamb_.os'_di_ud (
of the _sland available to the current residents: for nor- of u and want to stay that, way.. : . :., _.." ":..7 "-'_

i'_ . _.IK*|.. = =', I"' _:. :;."We steadfastly oppose the-military, takeover-ofan)_5 i
- , .'• .:-.:of.ourBeautifullslandforpurposes ofdestrucnon and,

"" ' [ :: ..... : "instead offer a life.giving alternative:'" thegroffing on}.

,_**,,, ',,,. ".i our super-rich-soil of food for our Struggling Natzon.. .:,..
.... 7 _ ..• -::,:_::,:..!;_;_.;_;i_,-:"_:'.". :. '_•):;i::'i;i_i_:i_i!_"":_Tiniafi:students _/t.the-Universi@0f: _am::_::( ;.:•.,

• ' '-' ' " ::'_c__:_'_'_:":_::i:!T:_.?,:i._-r_.:,East-central:base l:tousangand admbfistra'tive,:-."_;,}

i : "_'5"? . .... • ._ .-.'-,-z._" A.., .: '_ ..... ' • • " "":_-3:, '_:.'.=-" ," .... - :, -;,7,:_:_ : .;-, •. ': . ''-_+-_= """:""""":::,':_'::::?'-"-I-'-/ ' .... "W "'"...."_......._ ""_:;" - " " ":"_:'"_?_+'_.... ;:"; ... .n. est: .supply base : ... . -; !;.::_.:_:..... ". • .-:::_.,;<...

, 3 " 4__.,_"_:i_..i_-.:. _n_,"i::.)l... (" : .: ' cl Wesi-Field: enlarged:to.accomoclate-aiayexisting':!;

"_'-_ / : " : . : U.S. •aircraft " " :;":.:': " ::'"%:"_--"::::"- "...... -:._:, . . .- . ... . . . .:n Harbor (inCluding San.Jose village): restricted when-

_ { ,_-2_o_ _-, eve¢ muflitions handled,or Unloaded; Open for commer-
;,,,,,..1. _*- _ "_4'_,UZm_tL_ " cial' purposes at other times.

_ _i_ _. , .( _ ' . ,- There are reports that Tinian will become a major.
_"_ t_d "a . _ as_ " forward supply base for the giant C-5A cargo planes, -

• -. rj • - •
1.Majorairfield ,/ . .--.. the largest aircraft in the world. It is also likely that
2.Mu.ition_f / • ,,_,_0=,. . . bombers and reconnaissance aircraft based0n Guam

3:"_tor_g,:' .,,__....4.Housingand administration .. andat other bases, would be moved to Tinian. Reports
5. Airfield;trainingandmarteuvem 1j_ °'°' ,_ ' from Guam suggest that because-of, widespread opposi-
6.N,.,,m.-,r=_,, .. _ tion there to the construction Of a new $120 million

(Source: U.S. military.producedphotpgraphicride ofTinian) ammunition wharf, a major munitions storage facility
real activities and community life." Mike Malone, may be built on Tinian. The United States launched a

reporter for the Pacific Daily News .quotes a United trial balloon proposing this two years ago:
States position paper as saying, the mil!tary wants "to One congressman• from Palau points• out that some
have as much of Tinian as possible. Indeed, if it could of the proposed military uses for Tinian may be a
be done, we would-like to see the entire island under ' "smoke-screen" for. taking attention away from future .

.... " -_ : military, plans for Guam and Palau.-:TheUnited State_military control.' ..... .. .:. . :.:..-:.._. ....... . .

Over one-third of Tinian has been held by themili-, made publi c in August 1972, plans¢o take over.28%
taryin reserve status since World War II. The newmove .-.. •of Palau for a.Marine.guerrilla training..base, submarine.

would increase military acreage from 8,882 acies t0- base, airfield and "storage facility".. Tlaere is alm ost uni-
18,500.acres. The southern partof Tfnian> -_about-.. ' .versal., opposition to.bases on th e part Of the P_ifa'_uans..

7,700 acres including the exceptionally fertile farming • At:the same time that united State.s plans for:_Tinian
area of Marpo Valley would be reserved, for habitation, were revealed, it was announced in-Tokyo that}L,::
and farming by the residents of Tinian. Japanese-controlled Iwo Jima, about: 1000 miles north

Williams mentioned a seven-step plan for construc-; .. of Tinian- would become a Japanese_airbase in 4977.
tion of facilities on the.island to begin inq 975 aml to .... With the Completion of bases in Palau and Tifii_n, a
be Completed by.1982. Tinian;Ahe base from. which,......: 3000-mile Pacific Rim-militaryarc stretching from
' i -!i'i .i .; ..... _ . " .. :"co;t_tuedow_'age 20

Hiroshima and 'Nagasaki were atom bombed, has..four . • _:._,,.: . • . - .i..: .. • ;.ii" " i. : :_. -:. ._._:C:_- . . : .... :-.__:.... : • . _,,.:_
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.:. ' " ..... gave,their approval, the joint communiques issued by
.... . Williams and Senator Edward Pangelinan, chairman of
..... • the Marianas Status Commissioi5, said only that-the

Korea to Indonesia would be Compl_ite. " .- people of Tinian would be "consulted" about future
" " .: : "- ' ...... .. _::"i " plans, for their island. Many of the people ofR_;ta,THE r_r_'_=""_"- '...... :

" Williams told the Marianas residentsthat the mili- another island in the Marianas chain, have already ex-
............. pressed their opposition to being represented by the

tary s acqms_t_on of Tinian would have significant ,
impactthroi_ghout thearea in'termS of increasing .Saipanese-dominated Marianas Status Comrri_ssion. It _', . , .

revenues; providing job.s, and building a _technological is not clear _t this point what_the position of the Tinian i
infrastructure. He estimated that $10-12 million dollars residents will be. " .. , ii ,. i
would be pumped into the islands'each year when con .... OTHER ;"REQUIREMENTS" ... ,
struction, begins. "We feel," he said; "that-otmproposal " Williams also outlined other military land"require-
is in both our interests and those-of the peopleof , " - men_s" on Saipan and on FaraUon de Medinilla. '
--,.,....T'n'nn.'"" ,,- . ' "...: .... " • _ On Saipan where almost 5,000 ac'res is held.

The isiandis presentl3_ beingdeveloped.for agri-::.).-.::',:i.i,ii...,by...the'military,....:....he listed:. :-....-_,:;W._:p_,_.-. - ._--u.- _.
cultural purposes largely on alse[f-help basis.. Tiniari_-;b:<,.. [] 320.Of:themilitary's present 6462acre-19/i_t"hoIdifig".,._
has long been noted for its fert[le_sbil. There ls a- : :_:;i?:}i..i-._i:-, " at: Taiiapag. Harbor will be retur_ied-to Ciqil_i_nuse-but )_ .

growing livestock business cor_troiled by the Guam"_i;5!_!'-r..--`. afieq_'al amount_/iil be:retaiaed'for-_on_i_n.cy ..._:;,_}_.-U oges.;_- _' o - - ;.'7_,- ........ • .--_.< ,-.""._ _,__ _., .-._-.;,2'. ' 'Prp ................................ . ,.._...........
based Ken Jones empire and once-a week an Air F0rc_:iii_i;'' " ' ' .... ;;:"' "' ':": :` "::" -.::-v :i;"::: : ;: ' _'--'_.'
plane visits Tinian-to buy p.r0ducelfr6m local farmers-:-_!-i}!:iV..... [] ,Isley Field, now berg-rebuilt for jointmihtary,:,,-_f,:'7"_
for commissaries on Guam. The plans, outlined by::":::2_i:;'-;- " tourist, use,. will be controlledunder some.kind ofjoirt_
Williams•would virtually end the livestock business and )_-".? ' uso agreement.with500.acres being retaine_d-for ex_" . .
wo_ild Severelyhinder a_cultural producti-0n, especial __. i..] .-clusiveuse !as' arnilitary support area.• :.-_-'_;:'_"::":.-.: - i_ _::-a_:

t3 23 acres 0f-land will be retained foi C_;'_s'.tIGuard__ i.

available15'when seeminglYonand"aroundattractive'thebase_!"butmeriial.._-" i jobs become..-,..-" ' .._:_::.." and Pds:tal Sei_,ice use;.: i i..>(...'.'.-':_i}_-_-i_;:()i__i_;:i_: ii_,_ _
Although one member, of the Marianas Status Cmn2;, Fariallon.de 1VIedinilla, a small island norris;of Sa_"_an,'

mission from" Tinian said he would oppose a settlement. : now used as a Navy-Air Force targe t area, will be:. _i;,_i: .., :e__-,
with the United States unless the people of Tinian .: retained forcontinuing Use_.-2-;_::T.-_)"- -..::_;_..._.:


