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' STATEMENTFOR HOMESTEADIN{_ISSUE

We are certainlyaware of the local concernabout the homesteading
programon Saipan and are sympatheticto the •feelingsof the residents
U_at more shouldbe done to.insurethat.homesteadersreceivetitle to
the lands on which they have fully compliedwith the legal requisites.
However, this matteris outside the jurisdictionof the Office for
•MicronesianStatus Negotiationsand it would be inappropriatefor me
to commenton it, especiallyin light of recent litigation.:,hereon
Saipan.

I will note,l.however,that the homesteadingprogramis a part of
the UnitedStates study of proposalsmade•byyour Marianas Political
Status Commissionthat would establisha public corporationto handle

_____allhomesteadmattersand handle_nd managementTor the new Common-
wealthGo_ent of the Marianas..We are,in fact, now studying the
whole public lands policy and programin the Trust Territory;and as
you know, I have instructedmy deputy,Mr. James Wilson,to institute
a full, and comprehensivestudy on this matter. The land•teamjust
completedits fact findingmission to the Marianasand is now studying
_he variousmattersbroughtto its attentionby local groups.

We will producea final study on this.matterin short order, but
• I can state that from our initialfindings,this issuemay requirea

new reorientationof prioritiesin the TTPI homesteadprogramas well
L.as the public land policy as a whole.
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