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JULY 31 LF..TTEROF CONGRESSMAN ATALIG CIRCULA.T_D TODAY AS
PETI'FION illTRUSTEESHIP COUh'Cih DOCUMENT (T/PET. IO/80).

U.gS REPLY FORWARDED TO TC SECRETARIAT _rHICH WILL CIRCULATE - _ _?iT BY END OF WEEK. TEXT. OF USG REPLY FOLLOWSI .............'

"THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO
THE UNITED NATIONS PRESENTS HIS COf']PLIMEfITSTO THE SECRETARY-

_]':_," ., ,, , ..t,.'R,_L07 ThE UNITED NATIONS .AND.HA_ THE HO_30R TO REFER
70 THE LATTER'S NOTE .OF 29 AUGUST 197,5 TO WHICH HAS ATTACHED
A PETITIOn4 FROM REPRESENTATIVE FELIPE ATALIG OF THE
CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA,

I_iACCORDANCE WITH RULE gg, PARAGRAPH /l, OF THE RULES
07 PROCEDURE OF THE TRUSTEESHIP COU_]CIL, THE USG AS
_,D_i!NI',_TERINGAUTHORITY HAS THE HONOR TO MAKE THE
,.9LLO,I,.I!GCODIMENTS ON THE PETITION.

r.STHE Ij_ITED STATES REPORTED t 'DURIN_ t-HE TRLISTEESHIP
CO[,;:CIL'SMEETING LAST t_IA'f_ IT iS ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN
FCilI7_ "; " _-"• ,.C_;,.STATUS NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE f_ARIANA ISLAI_Do.
"iA{EPEOPLE OF"THE DISTRICT ARE REPRESE_)TED THROUGH THET.R
DULY APPOINTED {_iARIANASPOLITICAL STATUS CO;.',MISSIONWHICH
I_L.LUL.Z.. TWO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ISLAND OF"TINIAN.
7}{E ENTIRE CO_'_,_,IISS!ON,IM THE t<IORDSOF ITS CHAIRFIAN, IS
".._.DETERMINED TO REPRESENT AND PROTECT THE INTEREST
OF AI_,LTHE PEOPLE OF THE MARIANAS, I_'_'CLUDItIGTHE PEOPLE
OF I'I,"!A_'.I,IN THEIR STATUS NEGOTIATIONS." THE UNITED
S_'AI'ES gt,_f)THE COMMISSION COM,t,IITTEI)THEMSELVES DIJRII.k_NEGOTIATIONS
LAST _%%Y TO UNDERTAKE FULL CONSULTATION WITH THE PEOPLE
OF"TINIAN BEFORE ANY FINAL DECISiO74S OR AGREEbENTS ARE MADE

REGARDING THE USE OF" LAND ON TINIAN FOR _q;.LITARYPURPOSES. 0)_814_D
%
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_I-_f CO_.I_ISSIONTO ESTABLISH AN EFFECTIVE MEANS FOR PREVENTING
THE ALIENATION O.F LAHD IN THE MARIA_AS, INCLUDING LAND ON

TINiAN. THE UNITED STATES AND THE COMMISSION _!ERE ALSO
TO ESTABLISH A CONSULTATIVE GROUP, INCLUDING REPRESENTATIO[_

,_ FRO_ TINIAN, TO DISCUSS DETAILED PLANS FOR MILITARY AND

RELATED LAND USE IN THE _ARIANAS AS THEY ARE DEVELOPED
, AND TO CONSULT DIRECTLY WITH THE PEOPLE AFFECTED BY THOSE

PLANS, INCLUDING RESIDENTS OF TINIAN.THE UNITED STATES IS ALSO ACTIVELY EXAMINING THE
!

POSSIBILITY OF AN EARLY TRANSFER OF CONTROL OVER MICRO-.
-_ NESIAN PUBLIC LANDS INCLUDING THOSE PUBLIC LANDS IN THE
1 MARIANA ISLANDS AND THOSE ON TINIAN. THE MARIANAS" :
; POLITICAL STATUS COMMISSION HAS SUGGESTED THAT A PUBLIC

CORPORATION BE ESTABLISHED TO RECEIVE FULL TITLE TO SUCH
;_ LANDS iN THE MARIAHAS. THIS CORPORATION WOULD BE UNDER

; THE DIRECTION A_D CONTROL OF THE PEOPLE OF THE MARIANA
ISLANDS AND WOULD SET UP WHATEVER USE OR FUNCTION IS TO -
BE h]ADE INREFERENCE TO THiS LAND. THE COMMISSION HAS

! ASEED THAT THE UNITED STATES NOT ALIENATE THIS LAND
BEYOND A MONTH-TO-MONTH TENA_CY SO AS TO ALLOW NO FURTHER

i DISSE_iNATION OF PUBLIC LAND WITHOUT THE APPROVAL OF THE
NEW E_ITITY. THISIS, OF COURSE, PREDICATED UPON THE EARLY

i TI.IRI_OVIrROF PUBLIC LANDS IN THE MARIAHAS TO THE ENTITY.
i Y.qEUr'ITED STATES IS THUS COMMITTED TO A RETURN OF PUBLIC

LANDS TO LOCAL CONTROL IN THE MARIA_A ISLANDS AS VELL AS
THE TRUST TERRITORY AS A WHOLE. THE QUESTIONS TO BE .
RESOLVED BEFORE THIS CAN BE ACCOr,IPLISHEDARE ONES OF A
TEC!_NICAL, AD_IINISTRATIVE AND .LEGAL NATURE, THESE ARE
BEING STUDIED BY UNITED STATES FACTFINDING TEAMSNOW IN
THE TRUST TERRITORY.

THE UI_ITED STATES WILL CONTINUE TO GIVE PRIORITY
COI_';.[DCRATIONTO STEPS FOR FURTHERIN_ ECONOMIC
DEVZLOP;JENT THROUGHOUT THE _'IARIANAISLANDS, I.NCLUDING THE
IgLA_;D 0};"TINiAN. THE U_I_'ED STATES HAS NOT AND CERTAINLY
':"_LLXOT UffDERTAKE ANY ACTION WHICH WILL INHIBIT HEALTHY
ECO_Of_.,TCDEVELOPMENT ON.TINIAff OR ELSE'._HEREIN THE
,,_U_;TTE;_RITORY. IT WILL CONTI,_UE TO WORE THROUGH THE MARIANAS
POt,''_'_,_'.,,._,,_ STATUS COM{,IISSIONTO INSURE THAT THE LONG-
•.r_,_[_CO;,_O{_iCPOTENTIAL FOR THE {_ARIANASAND TINIAN WILL
.-)r,. _:7,_,_.., r,_.:,LiZED."
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