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IN TIIE IIOUSE OF I_EPBESEN I ArIVES

SEI'TEMBER 19, 1973

Mr. WON PAT submitted the following concurrent resolution ; which was referred
to the Committ, ce on Interior and Insular Affairs

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
Whereas Guam _m:sceded to t'he united States by virtue of the

Treaty of Pa.ris of December 10, 1898, which ended the

Spanish-America.n Wa.r; and

Whereas the Organic Act of 1950, enacted by the Congress of

the United States, est;_blishcd Guam a.s an org,anized unin-

corporated territory of tl_eUnited States, and 'be.stowedupon

its inhabi:tants American citizenship; and

Whereas in 1969, a con'stitntional convention was held in Guam

to afford the people of Guam an opport:unit,y to express their

political preferences but such convention did not have offieia,I

eonoTcssional recognition as it was initia_ted by the Gumn

legislature ,aaadauth'ofizedby territorial ,statutes;and

Whereas the Twelfth Guam Legislature recently established with-

in itself a political status commission to review ma,tters
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which have bearings on the present and future relationship

between the Federal Government and the people of Guam;

and

Whereas a round oftalks was held between the personal repre-

sentative of the President and the Microncsian Joint Commit-

tee on Political Status to ascertain the future poli_tical status

of Micronesians following 'the termination of the United Na-

tions Trusteeship Agreement; and

Whereas similar status talks are being held between representa-

• fives of the Federal Government and officials of the northern

Marinnas, one of the dis'_riets in the Trust Territory of the

Pacific Islands having identical heritage, culture, and lin-

guise:it affinity with the Chamorros of Guam; and

Whereas the United Nations SubCommittee on Decolonization

has consistently charged dm.t the United States, as the

administering power, has failed to promote a.nd encourage

the constitutional development of Guam toward self-govern-

ment, and such allegations have been effectively refuted by

the present Delega.te to the United States House of Repre-

sentatives in his appearance before the said subcommittee on

July 11, 1973, his statements being made a part of the

Congressional Ileeord (II6372) of July 19, 1973; and

Whereas the people of Guam have continuously sought and Con-

gress has granted the people of Guam an increasing measure

of self-determination; and

Whereas the people of Guam desire closer ties with their fellow

citizens on the American mainland and, having recently

• gained a voice in *he Halls of Congress, the people of Guam

have made substantial and undeniable progress toward the

attainment of this goal; and
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Whereas Congress recognizes that the comersioneof our demo-

cratic system of government is the concept"of self-govern-

ment in which the people determine and consent to their

own form of government; and

Whereas the Congress of the United States has constitutional

responsibilities under article IV, section 3, to " . . make

all needful rules and regulations respecting the Territory or

other property belonging to tile United Stutes," and to

define the political status of the people of Guam as provided

for by artici_eIX of the Treaty of Paris: Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate

2 colwurring), That it is the sense of the Congl"ess that--

3 (]_) there is a need for a greater degree of self-

4 govel"nment for the people of Guam, and it is now appro:,

5 priate and timely for the people of Guam to be afforded

6 the opportunity to freely express their political status

7 preference, not inconsistent with the provisions of the

8 United States Constitution;

9 (2) the work of the Guam Legislature and the

10 Governor of Guam .relative to Fcderal-territofial rela,-

11 tions legislation be recognized as a conaibution toward

12 the principle of government by the consent of the

13 governed; and

14 (3) Congress will give serious consideration to tlle

15 recommendations of a duly constituted Guam Consti-

16 tutional Convention, to be ratified by popular vote.
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1 Nothing in this concurrent resolution shall be construed

2 as a commitment by the Congress to inaugurate any move-

3 ment toward statehood for Guam.
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