
: . _. -_, ','// _ ."_"'"_:" (HICOH DISAPPROVES TWO BILLS) . , _,'_'_ "
._ .__ SAIPAN, SEPTE'.,%OER O3 (MNS)---IN LETTERS SENT THIS _

'_TEEKEND TO THE: LEADERSHIP OF THE CONGRESS OF HICRONESIA, i

I TRUST TERRITORYi'HIGH COH?!I" ' _"
. _SIO-__R EDWARD E. JOHNSTON _

ANNOUNCED "%'ITH R r'' . ....:..=RET" HIS VETO OF TWO OF THE' _4aJOR PILLS

RECEIVED FROM THE RECENT SPECIAL SESSION OF CONGRESS /_ .>HE

ON SAIPAN. ,-. . - . " " />
" DISAPPROV:.D t_'EREA BILL RELATING TO THE TRANSFER OF " / p,,..-

PUBLIC LAND TO DISTRICT CONTROL (SB _'295), AND A BILL AHENDIN_ __7/

THE,CONSTITUTIO>_AL CONVENTION LAW, PUBLIC L.AH 5-50, TO, . _,
A_ONG OTHER THIN.3S, PROVIDE FOR A CREDr-NTIALS COH_,IITTEE " ?Z-U /

347). . " - " :t/491

REGARDING :THE':BILL ON TRANSFER OF PUBLIC LAND, THE
HIGH COMMISSIONER. ENCLOSED I,:_HIS VETO MESSAGE AN OPINION /
ON THE BILL ISSUED BY TRUST TERRITORY .ATTORNEY GENERAL : yfRICHARD I• .MIYA._OTO• THIS OPINION POINTED OUT CER'TAIN t
IMPORTANT SUBSTANTIVE AND JURISDICTIONAL DEFECTS IN THE
•BILL WITH RELATIOn,! TO THE UNITED STATES POLICY, ANNOUNCED

•IN NOVE:,__,__.r.q,LAST YE4R, BY THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,
"A POLICY _:_HICH<ArITHORIZED THE TRANSFER OF PUBLIC LAND TO

............ DISTRICT CONTROL AND WAS ISSUED IN RESPONSE TO REQUESTS
,........ _.N MICRONESIA• IT flASORIGINALLY PIIT FORTH BY ";;"_D_RS.i', . ,

S_mCEo.UV_T1___._ _.. _Y ENDORSED BY THE CO'_''_',,,,.=.,-..,..,jOINT CO.-MHITTEE ON
FUTURE STATUS. THE POLICY SETS OUT CERTAIN LI_ITATIONS

_AND SAFEGUARDS', WHICH MUST BE COMPLIED _.IITH SO THAT THE
• I_ *Jr k ......_ ._a_-_,_,,,_._ ,_UNITED STATES,.. THRO!'@H THE TRUST TERRITORY GOV_RN...,EHT,

o _I CPO _IF-qCAN FULFILL ITS RmS, O:_SIBILITIES TO THE PEOPLE OF MI_....__IA,
THE HICOM POINTED OUT.

HOI.!EVER, HE SAID, " THIS LEGISLATION, INSTEAD OF
FACILITATIN_ THE TRANSFER OF TITLE TO THE DISTRICTS, AS WAS
INTENDED, WOULD, IN FACT, I_PAIR THIS ACTION.

"H_S NOW"THE CO,.',IGRFSS OF H!CRO'_ESIA," HE CONT!_]UED, ,
ENDEAVORED TWICE TO CO_PLY WITH THE REOUEST OF THE

ADMINISTER IN_ AUTHORITY A_!D THE PEOPLE OF HICRONESIA TO
Ai'_FE,, PUBLIC LA._D1 PASS ENABLING LEG!SLATION _ THAT taOULD TR "_ _ _"

| .m. . .; _ ,TO LOCAL CONTROL. BECUAS_, DEFICIENCIES IN THE BILL PEQ_iR.='D

i DISAPPROVAL,.I AH PREPA._ED TO TAKE ,.,,,HATEVEREXECUTIVE _CTION '
i MIGHT BE .NECE£,'S_RY TO FULFILL .THE-AD!,IINISTRATiON'S

- .% r_ .1 COMMITr4ENT TO-FACI! !TATE 'THIS TRANSFr_R VXECUT!v._ ACTIO ;._

R.,_...UESTOF A
HOWEVER, wILL _E TAKEN O_]LY UPON THE FORHAL ro '
DISTRICT AND ONLY IF THE CO_]DiTIONS SET FORTH IN THE PUBLIC
LAND POLICY STATEk_ENT ARE MET. I AH HOPEFUL THAT SUCH A --
TRANSFER OF PUBLIC LAND ,,./ILL SATISFY THE ORIGINAL
HICRONESIAN RFSUESTS-FOR THE INTENTIONS OF THE CONGRESS
WHICH ENDORSED THE PRINCIPLES E_iBODIED IN THE POLICY
STATE.KENT. " ::

1 IN HIS LETTER TO THE CONGRESS ON SENATE BILL 3a7, THE
HiGH CO_'_ISSI()'qER.CONGRATULATED THE CONGRESS FOR TAKING THE

INITIATIVE IN AMENDI_ CERTAIN PARTS OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL ___CONVENTION LA ,a.HE POINTED OUT THAT MOST OF THE AMEND:'_E'4TS --

VERE WELL CONCEIVED AND PROPER, AND HE URGED THE.LAWYA_'ERS
TO TA'<E PRIORITY ACTION D[;R!t_ ITS NEXT SESSION TO ENACT
THESE CHANGES.

_ " U_'D HE ETO THEHIGH COMHISSIONER jOH. STOA FO. ,, THAT HAD TO V

ENTIRE BILL, HO',_EVER, BECAUSE OF CERTAI,_I FEATURES IN SECTIONS
EIGHT AND NINE-OF THE HE_SI_._.E,THESE SECTIONS RELATE TO

THE TIHING OFANY FUTURE POLITICAL STATUS PLEBESCITE AND

" r'-



"T - I .... -. AND TO P._RTI"TPAT Tn_' "_' Am''-'--.•_ THE CONSTI_UTIO:_A. REFEK.m_._DT;M, oJ. . ;,-,:, _=._ ....
- APPROVAL OF THE CO_!STITUTIO_ BY, A REFERV"_""_:,w:__.:.

-_" "THE MARIANA ISLAIqDS DISTRICT," THE H!CO "_. POINTED OUT_
....-- IS NO:,y NEGOTIATING FOR ITS O,.,.',1 POLITICAL STATUS, AND -,AT

HAVE ALREADY ADOPTED A CONSTITUTION AND VOTED I'a ITS 0,,:>_
PLE_ESCITE BEFORE THE OTHER DISTRICTS OF _71CRONESIA. THIS
BILL _.,_OULDHAVE REOUIRED THE PLEBESCITE TO TARE PLACE ON
THE SAHE DAY AS THE REFERE_,!DU_ THROUGHOUT THE TRUST TERRITORY.

• "_" OF ANY POLITIC._.L ST._TUS;i "THE NATURE A!,!DTI.MI.
fi PLE]3ESCITE," JOH?_'STON STRESSED, "IS THE RESPO_SIBILITY OF THE

. M_ _,__ "!I ADMINISTERING AUTHORITY." HE REAFFIRMED THE CO:.::_IT_,_.,._T OF
THE 11NITED STATES TO CONSULT FULLY AHD AT L_,_TH ,._,ITH THE
PEOPLE A..'_D LEADERS OF THE TRUST TERRITORY ON THESE :4ATTERS,
BUT CONCLUDED THAT A BILL IN :.THICH IH,_ }qAT_E AND TI=_IN.=
OF A POLITICAL STAT!'S PLE_nESC!TE".'ERE SPELLED OUT _Y THE
CONGRESS OF MICRO NESIA COULD ',!OTBE SiG'_ED INTO LA',!.

IN TA_ING THE T',./OVETO _CTIONS, THE HIGH COMMISSIONE_
EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THE CONGRESS AND THE AD_!INISTRATION
WILL WORK TO_ETHER TO,,,ARD THEIR SHARED GOALS OF INCREASED
SELF-GOVERN_ENT _D RESPO>,!SiBILITY FOR ,_!ICRO_4ESI._. .

(HICO:'! _I.;['7SFINAL BILLS) .......
........•. :-- -_alma_. S£PTE_!_ER O5 (M.NS)---TRUST TFRRITORY HIGH

Q.-. ..........COM._iISSIONER Et'_!_RD E. JOHNSTON HAS SIGNED THE FINAL T!_O
.BILLS FRO..',ITHE S;![I".,!ER,SPECI.AL SESSIOn4 OF THE CO{._SRESS OF

MICRONESIA INTO LA_,_. THE ACTIONS MEAN THAT, OF THE 93 BILLS
PASSED DURING ]'HAT SESSIO:,], '2-I.,,AV.,t._ECOME LA,.,_,,'HILETWO
WERE DISAPPROVED (SEE PREVIOUS STORY).• THAT TOTAL INCLUDES

ONE BILL THAT _'_ASDISAPPROVED, RE-PASSED BY THE CONGRESS,
: AND SIGNED INTO L_._,!Obl ITS SECO!qD CONSIDERATION BY THE HICOM.

SIGNED DURING THE "EEKEND WAS A BILL APPROPRIATING

• $19_.9,099 FOR PUBLIC PROJECTS ON KUSqlE, PONAPE DISTRICT,
(HB _25). IT HAS -NO_.,!BECO_!E PUBLIC LAW 5-199.

. ON MONDAY (SEPT. 2_), THE FI_4AL BILL ','ASSIGNED INTO
LAI'/ IT IS A BILL ._EViSIN_ _'_'_" ',_- _"• ..:_u ST R E _..._TH ,_.:,_"_';""•- _ ._o TRUST TERRITORY
CODES RELATI""_ TO THE USE OF DRUGS AND OTHER DAHSEROUS
SUBSTANCES (HB _59). THE NEW DRUG CODE IS NO_,'PUBLIC LAW
5-1 1_.

IN SI@NI_@ THE D,Et!G LA_,)',HIGH COMMISSIONER JOH_ISTON

SAID: " THIS IS _ VF2,Y !,'.IPORTANT PIECE OF LEGISLATIOH, AND
BOTH THE CON@R>_'SS OF k_ICRO!,IES!_ AND THE EXECUTIVE BR.A_-_CH
WERE IN CO_IPLETE AGREE',IE_,iTAS TO THE NECESSITY FOR THE
CONTROLS ,'.,/HICHARE PROVIDED I_.lTHIS ACT."

PASSAGE OF DRU,'3LEG!SLqTION D:]RI_.'.3THE SPECIAL SESSION
BECA_J_ LI...:LY_'"-FOLLO,:,I_:G A DECISION BY TRUST TF_RRITORY CHIEF
JUSTICE HAROLD ,.:.BER['aETT WHICH , IN EFFECT, VOIDED THE
TT CODE .DRUG SI'ATr!TES ON ]'HE BOOKS AT THAT TI_.IE. ALTHOUGH

THE U.S,_ FEDERa.L DRU@ ha',,rSREMAINED IN EFFECT IN THE TT,
THERE WERE SO_'av_,,rHOS_TD,_]"HE JUDGE'S DECISIOb] RE,_,:OVED""

EFFECTIVE CONTROLS ON THE USE OF DRUGS IN MICRONESIA, AND
THE _MINISTR_%TION RUSHED TO _ET A HE:,!DRUG LA_.,!TO THE
CONBRESS,",]EN I,,',lTIME FOR CONSIDERATION DURIhV3 THE SPECIAL
SESSION.

THE BURNETT DECISIO_ C,qMg I_,!A MARIJUANA CASE, ..,,,u
THE RE!.!LA'.,SPELLS OUT ME_#..,SPECIFIC PEHaLTIES FOR THE
POSESSIO}I AND USE OF THIS POPUL.aR SUBSTANCE.

(MARIANAS COL_GRESS CA:"qDID,%TES CHOSEN)
SAIPAN, SE, TV_nV_ 05 (_INS) c, -,--__............. _L.A,._-..:,OF CORD!DATES FOR

THE UP-COMING CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA GENERAL ELECTIO',I HAVE


