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following comments on _[ic_-onesian future political status

and the independence issue"

,--- Asked about his position on independence,l _'._

-_ posi_ionSaidthat he personally independencefavored independence, but t--hatthe-- _["-"Itj/_ of Micronesian advocates is mis- -l-
understood by the USG. He said that he and most other ,_ "-"
advocates differ from those who favor free association '":

mainly in that they desire a future relationship with -_
the US to be based on a treaty between equal, sovereign '_

states, rather than on a compact of free association. -_L-:
Under the envisaged treaty relationship, defense arrange-

ments would be much thesame as under free association.

As to foreign affairs -_spoke of consul_ative _/- A-f--
\ _ ' _=" - .j /

/ /'h
".' ",-_ -I......

/AN_.. J CD o_ _e_.nc_e./_'_. _., . _ _-_-._'-- ___ . - .... .......... _ ,--_,,-_. _. ._,__- _ . : _- .... -,±-..._.-.-_._.___.,O_ ST_'.... AICD_I._.
\ e_,,:,,,_.l_v_..,,.... ,..._: - - - -- - - _ . - - . . -,"_..,,c

_..... - _ _ _ .- - --'_;"_J.% --_, :,
,r ,'_- :._ ( )DECLASS_Fc)._.D$- I"--_4 ( . ___,__:=_,

_" _-_ 6DS Ot4 -_--../£ISE[_ DEC_._SS_/tn P!'2,T,



CONFIDENTIAL

:'. :'" ._7.: -_..°- ... : :.. • .....

arrangements u!_e!i_[_i'_i_ _I_: i_i_ie_s act

on behalf of Micronesia (apprently along the lines of

New Zealand's arrangment with Western Samoa).

-- He emphasized, however, that the current mandate

of the Joint Committee on Future Status (JCFS) is to

complete the free association negotiations. He said he

supported that mandate, and hoped that the draft Compact
of free association could be completed at the next round

of talks later this year. He was optimistic and felt

that the financial issue was the principal remaining '

question to be resolved. Asked about US military land

requirements, he said there appeared to be a general

willingness on the part of the concerned districts to

accept US defense land requirements, and only the
details had to be worked out. As an aside, he remarked

that he could not understand why the US felt it necessary

to negotiate separately with the Mariana Islands district.
"The US would have had no problem negotiating for Tinian
if it continued to deal with the Congress of Micronesia."
He made no other reference to the Marianas.

-- He then said that, after completing the Compact,

the JCFS will, under its present Congressional mandate,

turn to negotiation of an independence option. The
Congress and the Micronesian people must be able to make

a choice between two clearly defined and understood

options: free association and independence. He pointed

out that the Congress is presently on record as favoring

free association over independence and that, as President

of the Senate, he is obligated to support free associa-
tion -- at least until such time as the Congress may

change its mind.

-- Asked how many members of the Congress support

independence, he said that 16 out of 33 members opposed

the draft Compact at the Ponape special session and thus
could be said to be in favor of independence at that

time. He doubted that all 16 held the same views today,

or that they were in fact all serious advocates of

independence! _ot@_ _h_a_'t_e_._i_ar_ _bjection• ..." • ... . . . : :
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was to being asked to approve a partial draft, and to
the fact that the relationship would be defined in a

compact as against a treaty. He said that there was
far less concern about the substance of the arrangements
then under consideration.

Comment: Also present (but not participating in

the above conversation) was Bethwel Henry, Speaker of

the House of Representatives, Congress of Micronesia.
Henry listened attentively, but made no comment. Given

the circumstances, I also made no comment at any point,

_.xcept to._ote that the USG does in fact understand
_._position on independence; the problem is _r_/_//t_S-

"_hat many other Micronesians advocating independence

are far le_:s precise in terms of what independence means
to them. ! in making his own points about the 7_/._
independence issue_'seemed to assume that there is no

question but that the Micronesian people will at some

point be offered an independence option. The only

question in his mind appears to be the definition of
that option, i.e., the nature of the relationship

between an independent Micronesia and the US.
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