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]nlthe American move to merit, Wenkam said'oppo-
¢nake the Northern Mari- nents to the plan have had
_nas "Islands a common- insufficientopportunity to
'wealth,.RobertWenkam, beheard.
Honolulu photographer Wenkam testifiedas

add author,testifiedtoday Pacificrepresentativeof
beforetheSenateForeign FriendsoftheEarth Inc.,
_RelationsCommittee in an environmentalorgan-
Washington. ization.

_ He said U.S. environ-
mentallaws shouldapply
inthe proposedcommon-
wealth.

"SHOULD THE
Marianas join the U.S. po-

_IRical family, all
resourcesof thesea, in-
.cluding,fish, valuable
minerals on the ocean
floor,possiblyincluding
oil,wouldbe inthehands

"of U.S.corporations,"he
said.
"Therewouldbe no way

fortheMarianaspeopleto
stoptuna fleetsfrom-
CaliforniaorHawai} from
openingatunabusinessin
the Marianas and taking
all the fish for them-
selves,"Wenkam said.
_Sin'cethe United Na--

•tionsplanshearingsthere
nextyear,Wenkam asked
that Congresswait until.
afterthesehearings.

HE SAID opponents of
co.mmonwealth "_tatus
,have not received travel
funds to testify in Wash-
ington.

He said Saipan is an
"island, slum," .that near-
by Guam has the fastest-
rising crime and unem-
ployment rates in the
Pacific and is as close to
fiscal bankruptcy as New
York City..

U.S. military interestin
the Mari.anas, ' Wenkam
charged, is to create a
"forward deployment'"
line so that air bases
would be within nonstop _
bomb range of Asia.

He suggested "a better
arrangement "would be a
further military build-up
in Hawaii as a Pacific ad-
vance base."
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