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SUBJECT: Hilitary Land P,equjrements on Tinian Island (U)
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(S) In response to your verbal request after the last negotiating
session with ti_e !.larianas Political Status Cominission, I reported in my
letter of 6 Septcn,be]-'1973 that it is fcasible to construct an alternate
amn',unition handling facility on Tinian and that the effect of such an
alternative on D:d:ense land rcqt, irements would be provicled later.

(S) As I indicated in that earlier corl'espondence, a slip for am,munition
ships in Lamanibot Bay on Lh,. north',ve.st coast, thou qh a feasible concept,
would require several years to design, pro_qran',, end construct, t.',o|'eovar,
evc:i_ v.';'t_:nCO;,31)] "" ' ; l_, _,,. .... ",'..L._c_"t ',','ou]d ........ i A'' :: facility o;c ]i:_',;tc: "_ c_pabi]]ty,
ob\,iating only the requirc,',(:nt for a'm:',_unition handling and the attendant

t'_ '" '" "_" _"..... _t]'_(; h _''_''" " 'explosi,,,c. .......... i ,-_.: ...........,,,,_ _,,._ .............. at S_n jo _,_.. _,.....
use of the exi_"ing.,,, ha;-bor will st:ill bc required for initial logistic
support of Tin_,:.n base de\,elop_ent might be required for ams_Unition .... ' ..,:
in the interim ,_.criod until the wet slip is co::;plet(-;d and would be re-qui,ec
for so.':_e logistic support, less ammunition handling, even after constrvct;en
of the wet slip. Studies conducted thus far indicate that in either case
impFc)\,cments to ti_e existing harbor _..,i]] be necessary.

(S) For these re,hsons, the Department of Defense position is that: ...

a. You continue to mahe'a detern_ined cffort to obtain the Tinian

land rcquireme_,ts in the priurity listed in your present negotiating
instructions. In this regard, it is important to bear in mind that there

nce_aed for p_ ' "is an obligation to purchase outright US land i " " ' _rmanent ce,en_e
facilities in order to protect adequately the significant investment the
9overnment intends to make c)n the site.

b. If the llarianas Political Status Com.aission cannot be persuaded to
accept population relocation, an acceptable fallb_:cP position would be to
locate the ammunition han,!!ing facility (wet slip) at Lamanibot Bay. Once
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_ completed, this facility will obviate tile present requirement for all/
l ammunition safety zone encompassing San Jose village and extensive

population relocation.

(S) If it becomes mandatory to settle oll the fallback position mentioned
above, the Department of Defense can accept a reduction of its previously

_80estab]ished minimum land rc:quiremc:nts on Tinian to appro>,'imatc:ly 17, _'
acr(_.s, • as shown in'the attached sketch, Precise acreage will be provided

• I

after an onsite engineering survey. In this event, amenoed negotiating
instructions should be sou_lt from the President to authorize a reduction
of the present minin_um land requirement of 18,515 acres to approximately
17,680 acres, with no extensiw_ popular on relocation required.
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