By Senator Frank G, Lujan
Chairman, Political Status Commission

Some plants thrive only in specially prepared
soils, The fowering of a healthy democracy
requires two  prime ingredients—public
enliphteninent and voeal opinion, listory provides
the evidence. In the 1930%, the citizens of
Germany fajled to condemn the nctions of their
government. They chose silence instead, and Nazi
dictatorship was the result, In Juue, 1972, there
was Waterpate, Enraged Americans spoke out,
setting the mechanics of democracy in action,
What might conceivably have led to a national
tragedy, collapsed overnight under the barrage of
public indignation, )

Heee is the lesson Guum has yet to learn~-thut we
on Guam will femain the powns of any agency
greedy for power until, with one voice, we defend
our civil rights,

Times  tave  changed  since 1898 when @
one-pataptaph Order sipnod by President William
McKintey placed Guam under U.S. Naval rule, On
the subject of public opinion, it should be recalled
hat at the beginning of this century, it appeared
femotely possible that Guome had potontiols ns o
maval bust, W the early 190V, howaver, Guan
was actuafly disarmed, deapite hostite vibralions
from the direction of Japau, aud the fears and
wirndngs of our people. 1938, on the other
hand, when  lhostilities with Japmn  appeared
fmminent,  the  Mepburn Task Force Report
supveying  the stratepde value of islands in tho
Pavitie, dectined Guam 1o he ol detinlie vatue to
tho Unitod States, Neverthelons, without teference
to the wellurd or opinions of our people, a
declsion was then made ot to fortily or defend
Clus from Japanese attack, Gaam was considored
teanpotar ity diapoensble, We wers pol Amerieun

©elttzens, and wa had no voleo,

Now  that  we are Amerienn citizens, s
fnpostant that we take n second look at 1ho role
andd functions of the military on Guuny, "ho Taet
of  citizenship  should  tuevitably modify  the

tepitioute powers of the mititmy contmmndy over
| \

foeal clvitian atlotes, For, consisteat with the
principtes of - Amerlenn democtaey, the US,
Department of Defense Is undee the comnnd of a
nop-militsry ditector, The coneept tht the
iy miltary spenclen shoukd be et nined
winder U wtrbet vontrod of oivitin st ity 2 vy
Wt o e Ve bt spie ol demoeaey, ey,
Mot thie banale Lo st B getbeetiod hove on
Viaud, Vi Vbbbl eH e won aharnbd taiiiie the
vt sy ophts fo moteddinn hom an ove
ambitious mlitary connund, which contmuos fo
wone the needs of  an expuanding civithin
ceonomy,

At todav, we fhal onaelver i apponltion to
the Mavy over the gusnition ol Guamn's dphis (o
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almost every step Guam has taken in the past

. towards increased self-government and control of

local resources, has met with active apposition by
the Navy, waving the banner of national security
interests. The Navy long opposed civil government
for Guam, and the granting of U.S. citizenship. It
opposed  the abolition of the Naval Sccurity
Regulations  which  for hall a  century had
strangulated our  cconomy. It opposed
amendments to the Orpganic Act which would
permit us to elect our own Governor, For many

years the Navy procrastinated over the transfer of

highways to ‘the Government of Guam. And the

Navy still opposes the release of excess
landholdings for civilian use,

Aund now, today, the Navy opposes the
important piece of legislation introduced by

Congressman Antonio B. Won I'at, which proposes
to transfer certain submerged lands to Guam,
resources needed for the development of tourism
and trade, The crux of the matter is that like it or
pot-and the Navy does nob-Guain's economy is
expanding,” and demanding that more of the
island’s natural resources be made available for
civitian use, Guam is no lonper the lifeless, sparscly
populntad rock the Nuavy it occupicd in 1898,

To complictio the situation, we fn turn have
allowed ourseives to be conned into thinking that
wnder the laws of eminent domain, the Navy has
the arbittary powor to retain or condemn Jand for
military use. St is time we woke up. Instead of
capituliding to the fulso thueats of junior officials
wha cunry neither the authority, nor sellect the
policien of Warbiupgion, D, we uhonld sty

federsl  luw. We should  digtinguish  between
Defense - Department  policies  and - State
Department  Policies, and recopnize the  many

intornationn! politlest Mctors which snust always
modify military demands, Wo ndght, if we do owr
homework, be heartened to find that the tarnished
image of Amerjcun democracy which has prevaited
on Guam in the past, does not in fact retect the
e and  noble  chacter of  deociacy o
cmbodiod b (e framowork of U8, conatitutionl
lnw,

th brief, now that we are Amerlcan cltizens, we
must recognlze our civit rights and the superiority
of civil rule over militury might, Like our brothers
on the  wwindind, we  ghould  outright feject
anything tant datiekn of coloninl o military 1uln,
U thun the sobe of  the Politheal Satug
Copitanton fo psardreh theas middoia, and lny the
tne b bedoan Pl pabibie, Howevear an of todday, v
ahoutd wpoak oub dond and  clem conesning
Guam' rights Lo her nelmsl regonrees -and in
particulnr, the right to lier 'submerged lands. For
githor  wo  shall  be  troated  with - all  the
considerntion and dignity sn Amorican continunity
denervon, or we shnll be forced Lo seck some move
trnoeiett nobitical status,

I

Sozece L
£ O lele,

10115175




