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_ F6LLOWING IS TEXT OF Joint Statement issued October 23 in San Francisco bySenator Pangelinan and Ambassador Williams:

"Senator Edward Pangelinan, Chairman of the Marianas Political Status Corn- '0/23/'_

mission and Ambassador Franklin Haydn Williams, the U.S. negotiator for the 33
U.S.-Marianas Political Status talks, concluded two days of informal meetings
in San Francisco today by jointly announcing that the next formal talks be-

tween the Marianas and the U.S., looking towards a political union of the

Northern Marianas with the U.S. upon termination of the Trust Agreement, will
take place in December.

After reviewing progress that had been made during the May-June 1973 negotia-

tions, and the further work which has been accomplished subsequently by joint

working sub-committees it:was agreed the talks would open on December 6, 1973
on Saipan.

The agenda will include a review of some of the legal and constitutional

questions left over from the last negotiating session, a further exchange
on the future financial relationship between a commonwealth of the Northern

Marianas and the United Etates Government, and a continuation of the discus-

sion of the future disposition of public land now held in trust for the

people by the TTPI Government, and future U.S. land requirements in the

Marianas. Chairman Pangelinan and Ambassador Williams also agreed that a

preliminary exchange of views on transition to self-government and the calling
of a Marianas Constitutional Conver_tion would be useful.

In assessing the record of the past ten months since the opening of the talks

leading to a political union of the Northern Marianas and the U.S., Senator

Pangelinan and Ambassador Williams expressed satisfaction with the solid ac-

complishment in the negotiations to date. Both also expressed confidence

that futher progress would be made at the December meeting toward a mutuallF
acceptable agreement which would be submitted to the Congress of the United

States, the Marianas District Legislature and to the people of the Northerrs

Marianas for their approval in the form of a plebiscite."
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