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' t I am certain that questions on the fir_ess of Department of Defense
• :: intentions to carry out the seven year timetable for the developmentof

Tinian and the priority enjoyed by the Tinian project will be raised
a@ain on the Hill and in the upcoming talks with the Marianas Political

• Status Commission. _he latter are especially interested in these
//

questions because of'the relationship of the Tinian build-up to their
economic and financialplanning.
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-_.::._,.-', It would be most helpful to me in preparing for further consultations..-.._-t,_, +_1_."-
,'---"-:.-".'_ on the Hill and for the forthcomingtalks with the Marlanas Political

'_ Status.Commlssicnif I could have your views on the questions that have!
been raised and your suggestionsas to how they can best be answered.

•i It is especially important that I be able to assure the Marianas Poll-
'...".": tical Status Commissionthat the D_ of Defense intends to
• adhere to the developmentand funding schedule already outlined to

them by representativesof the U.S. Air Force.

: it is recognized,of course, that the Department of Defense cannot as

•"-",i a practical matter go very far in the direction of requesting any major
._. _ funds for land acquisitionor constructicnpurposes until it has been

I possible to get a firm agreement from the _arlanas relax_ the new
. arrangements,including speciflcailyagreement on the land needed for

..,. U.S. military facilities. _he questions raised above thus all presuppose

_: " iiil that the necessary political, financial and landsettlements have been
reached on terms satisfactoryto the United States.

•:_-"/.! Sincerelyyours,
I
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