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United States Department of the Interior ---
"_"_ OFFICE OF THE sOLICITOR .....

WASmNGTON, D.C. 20240 ' --- - -

65282.4299 November 9, 1973

• Ill/L _ ........ -- =_-Attorney Howard P. W ....... •
1666 K Street, N.W. _ "-----'----+

Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Howard: _,I" |_;_"

Since our last meeting, we have been reviewing the various T_ !;proposals you eubmitted to our group. Generally speaking, we ' _r-_"
believe they provide us with a good start on resolving some of r.he
issues we have been asked to resolve.

• .

We q_te agree with your feel/ng that there should be some

better method to solve the laws problem than to laborlously, review,

during this short time frame, each U.S. statute and cour_ ruling.

We find considerable merit in Jay LapplnWs suggested solution made

after you had left the meetln_, His general approach, which is not

unlike that taken with Puerto Rico, might relieve us of our present

difficulty by providing an interim solution which would protect both

parties.

Accordingly, we have prepared a draft which is inclosed, which

we believe provide_ for an acceptable interim application of Federal

laws for the M___as. Basically, it provides that those U.S.
statutes applicable to Guam, other _han those relating to the In-

ternal affairs of the territory such as the organic act and the

establishment o£ the economic development corporation and similar

measures, would also apply to the Harlanas during the interim period.

This will permit: both the Marlanas and the U.S. the essenLial safe-

guards they desire during this short period of time and permit the

Commission that is to review the whole body of U.S. law the opportunity

to make its study and recommendations.

We believe that we should discuss with you this proposed approach

to the problem at the earliest possible date.

cc's: Secretary's file_ / With best regards,
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GL- Mr. Tidwell _._._ _._ _,_.

Mr. Chapman ___.

Reading File - GL Marcuse

CAHiter - Reading file B. Chapman _-_9 Arab. Williams

Enclosure CBChapman, Jr.:ch 11-9-73 4C I"._""_9



Section . Ap_licable Lays

(a). Until the. enactment of the IoF_laCion env_s_e_ b7

Artlclm _, SecL-lon [S_atutory Coz_sslon] the folluvins

lays of the lh_Lted States shall be appLTeable co C_%eCo_om_ea/ch

Of the MelrianeJ:

(1) Th_ Im_ of th= Un£t_d States expressly

applicable to the tooth of the _riauas;

(2) Tha la_ o£ .the United StaRes applicable to the

Trust Territory of tha Pacific Ialm_s;

(3) The 1ram of the _nir_d Stacu appl_tcablz to the

territory of Guam in t_e o_mm sm_ner and Co the

same ext_nt as thoullh "_se Im.'s are applieabl_

in the se_s_l states;

(4) _ t_ "La_s of Ch_ b_ted States _ _cludes

fttatutee, Joint r_olur_onn, treaties and Ex_cu_ve

_rae_QnCs. pln_c_tlons, _x_cutive order,

_dlc/_l _ecis£c_s, a_ c_tsttons issued by

the save_a_ depa__mou_s, age_c£ee, _d re_u_tory

c-_s_tss£m_s,

Co). The lm_s _f the Trust T_rriCory of r._ Pae_t£:te Islsnds,

the _ar_ D_scr_cc Legisl_cure, o_ l_cal _u_cip_lit_e_ and al_

othe_ ox_cuCiw and _t_tct ocdmrs of a loca_ necu_ n_ _ppli_able

_:_ th_ ..q_rlama Islands D:_stz_ct sb_l_ reuses in f_rce sud effect

•mt_l _ m_ass repea_ed ox" _led by _h_ Co_ms_eal_h of Ch_


