
I, ,If PALAUACOEPTSL "DPOL CY
; " WASHINGTON, D. C., NOV. 16 (MNS)---AN IMPORTANT KEY TO
' THE MICRONESIAN RESPONSE ON U.S. LAND POLICY, WHICH WAS

DISCUSSED THIS ',!EE!_IN wASHINGTON, WAS THE REACTION TO THE

_: POLICY OF A HIGH-LEVEL DELEGATION OF LEADERS FROM PALAU _ h_

DISTRICT ,.YHO TRAVELED TO WASHINGTON TO CONSULT "_ITH THE ,-/:LJJ.-.,,%JOINT COMMITTEE ON FUTURE STATUS CONCmRNING THE RETURN OF 1 _/_
MICRONESIAN PUBLIC LANDS. " ll__

HEADED BY THE TWO HIGH CHIEFS OF PALAU, IBEDUL GIBBONS _--
AND REKLAI LO,'.IISA_'G,AND THE SPEAKER OF THE PALAU DISTRICT
LEGIS__ATURE, ITELBA_IG LUII, THE DEL'EGATION ALSO INCLUDED

•TWO MEMBERS OF THE DISTRICT LEGISLATURE, GEORGE NGIRARSAOL

WT
AND JOSH.,A KOSHIBA.

' _ THE U So POLICY _'_HICH AGREED TO THE RETURNAFTER EXA41 hi"" . _,
OF PUBLIC LAND, AND AFTER TALKING WITH MEt,!BERS OF THE
jOINT COMMITTEE ]:HE DELEGATIOn] ISSUED A FOR:.]A STATEMENT TO
AMBASSADOR F. HAYDN '.'ILLIAMS IND!CATI_ THEIR APPROVAL AND
ACCEPTANCE OF THE UNITED STATES PROPOSALS AND RECOH_ENDATIONS
CONTAINED IN THE U.S. POLICY STATEMENT. THE DELEGATION SAID,
HO_.IEVER, THAT ITS ACCEPTANCE WAS SUBJECT TO FOUR SPECIFIC
TERMS, OR CONDITIONS. THE FIRST OF THESE CONCERNS THE ROLE
OF THE CONGRESS OF NICRONESIA. "THE PALAU DISTR, ICT
DELEGATION DOES NOT DEEM IT NECESSARY NORPROPER FOR THE
CO_RESS OF MICRONESIA TO BECOHE INVOLVED AND ENTANGLED IN
THE PROCEDURAL PROCESS OF RETURNING TITLE OF PUBLIC LANDS
FROM THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS ADMINISTRATION
TO THE DISTRICTS," THE STATEMENT SAID, INDICATI_3 THAT THE
DELEGATION H_S NEITHER POLITICAL NOR HISTORICAL INVOLVEMENT
WITH THE MATTER. THE LANDS SHOULD BE RETURNED DIRECTLY TO
THE DISTRICTS BY THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH BYPASSII,_ THE CONSRESS9
THE DELEGATION STATE!!ENT SAYS.

"HOWEVER," IT CONTINUES, "NOTHING THE PROCEDb'RAL NATURE
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OF THE ROLE OF THE CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA IN EFFECTI_ THE
RETURN OF PUBLIC LANDS TO THE DISTRICTS, AND AS A GESTURE
OF GREAT RESPECT AND SUPPORT FOR THE CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA ,
AND THE POLITICAL UNITY OF THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE

PACIFIC ISLANDS, THIS DELEGATION HAS DECIDED TO ACCEPT SAID
ROLE OF THE COW,CRESS OF MICRONESIA PROVIDED THAT IT MA;{ES
PROVISION FOR THE ENABLIXG LEGISLATION IN ITS FORTHCOMIN_
REGULAR SESSION." SHOULD THE CONGRESS FAIL TO DO SO, THE
DELEGATION RECOM_4ENDS DIRECT ACTION, PERHAPS BY AN EXECUTIVE
ORDER, TO RETLIRN PUBLIC LAND TO THE DISTRICTS. "

THE SECOND CONCERN OF THE PALAU DELEGATION RELATES TO
THE STANDING ()F THE TRADITIONAL LEADERS OF PALAU TO RECEIVE
AND ACCEPT TITLE TO PUBLIC LANDS IN TRUST. FOR THE PEOPLE.
THE DELEGATION REAFFIR_S ITS POSITION THAT "THE PUBLIC LANDS

X IN PALAU DISTRICT BE RETURNED TO ITS TRADITIONAL LEADERS IN"
TRUST FOR THE PEOPLE OF PAL_U . THE STATE..,ENT THEN POINTS

I

OUT THAT THE TRADITIONAL LEADERS OF PALAU CONSTITUTm "THE

MOST STABLE AND ._4OSTPERMANENT BODY POLITIC IN THE PALAU
DISTRICT, WHICH IS INTRINSICALLY RESPONSIVE TO THE NE_.DS AND

DESIRES OF THE MAJORITY AND WHICH ENJOYS WIDE PUBLIC SUPPORT."

- C &?i



,'PAC-_E" FIVE R:IHGSAAOgl9 UNCLAS. ,_- '"
THE STATE,'tENT EXPRESSES THE BELIEF THAT THE TRADITIO[,IAL

tLEADERS ARE IN ALL RESPECTS LEGALLY qUALIFIED TO RECEIVE
i AND ACCEPT TITLE TO LA._¢D, AND THAT THIS ST._NDI "'_-,,._SHOULD _E
SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED IN THE ENABLI_G LEGISLATION OF THE
CONGRFSS OF !'IICRONESIA.

CONCERNI_S THE LIMITATIONS AND SAFEGUARDS CONTAINED IN
THE U.S. POLICY, THE PALAU DELEGATION RECO.',L',IENDSAN '" ,;
AMENDMENT TO CLARIFrf THE PORTION OF THE POLICY RELATI_G TO
THE POWER OF EMINENT DO,'!AIN. TO INSURE THAT SUCH PO_JER
WILL BE EXERCISED ONLY BY THE DISTRICT LEGISI, ATtFRE IN WHICH

THE LAND IN -qUESTION IS LOCATED, IN THE EVENT SUCH POTTIER
IS SHARED BETvEEN THE CENTRAL GOVERN!_ENT At,_DTHE DISTRICTS.

FINALLY, THE DELEGATION FROM PALAU CO!_MENTED ON THE
SECTION OF THE U.S. POLICY WHICH CO;,,,IITSTHE TITLE HOLDERS
OF PUBLIC LAND NEEDEDFOR DEFENSE PURPOSES BY THE UNITED

STATES TO AGREE TO A(.,CO,,,,ODA THOSE NEEDS. THE DELEGATION,
SAYS THE STATEMENT, DOES NOT DILUTE THE THRUST OF THIS
LIMITATION, BUT BECAUSE OF ITS BROAD IMPLICATIONS E._.IPHASIZES
THE POSITION THE "THE PALAU DISTRICT LEGISLATURE SHALL
REPRESENT ALL TITLE HDLDERS WHOSE LAND SHALL BE NEEDED BY

.%
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THE UNITED STATES FOR DEFENSE PURPOSES, AND THE UNITED
STATES SHALL HAVE TO NEGOTIATE WITH SUCH TITLE HOLDERS

.... " " _- THE STATEMENT /THROUGH THE PAI aU LEGISLATURE FUR THER :':On_ ,"

CONTI_IUES, "IT SHOULD BE POINTED OUT IN TfIIS CONNECTION
THAT THIS DELEGATION CAN_OT A.,),_D:,!ILL NOT ACCEPT THE
SUGGESTION THaT TITLE WILL BE PASSED TO THE NEU TITLEHOLDERS
WHEN THEY HAVE FOR.YALLY CO;..I:_!TTEDTHE,N_SELVES TO ACCOt_i,]ODATE
THE LAND RE__UIREMENTS OF THE UNITED STATES FOR DEFENSE .
PURPOSES: THIS DELEGATION BELIEVES THAT THE SUBJECT OF THE
RETURN OF PUBLIC LANDS SHOULD BE. SEPARATED FROM AND NOT BE
CONDITIONED UPON THE MAXING OF SUCH FORMAL COMI,_IT_,!E,NTS.

HOWEVER, THIS DELEGATION, ON BEHALF OF THE LEGISLATURE
AND THE PEOPLE OF PALAU, DOES HFREBY MAKE A FORMAL COMMITMENT
TO NEGOTIATE IN GOOD FAITH WITH THE UNITED STATES IN ORDER
TO ACCO_.IMODATE THE UNITED STATES' DEFENSE REOUIRE_.IENTS IN.
THE PALAU DISTRICT."

IN ADDITION TO THE SIGNATURES OF THE FIVE DELEGATION" ,.

MEMBERS, THE STATE::._NT ALSO CARRIES THE SIGNATURES OF THE
THREE WITNESSES FROM PALAU. THEY ARE THE ATTORNEY AND ..
LEGAL ADVISOR TO THE DISTRICT LEGISLATb_RE, jOHNSON TORIBIONG_

AND THE DISTRICT'S TWO SENATORS IN THE CO{_RESS OF
MICRONESIA_ LAZARUS SALII AND RO_AN TMETUCHL. THE PALAU :'" _
DELEGATION EKPECTS TO RETURN TO MICRONESIA WITHIN A FEW
DAYS. - . "
(SALII'S STATEMENT) .. ,

WASHINGTON, D.C., NOV. 16 (MNS)---HERE IS THE STATEMENT
,: .. ..
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OF SENATOR LAZARUS SALII, CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CONHITTEE ON . "
FUTURE STATUS, RELEASED IN '_'ASHINGTON,D.C. NOV. 14. ::. '

"THANU:. YOU MR. AHBASSADOR. I HAVE FOUND FRO",,,PAST ,'"
EXPERIENCE THAT THESE FORMAL SESSIONS NEVER RESULT IN ANY "
ACTUAl DRAFTI _,_" "_............ _ L_:,,_U%GE AND, TH_-R_vOR__, I WILL blOT D'.VELL
AT LE_3TH ON MY RET.,AR"STHIS _IORNIN$. fiE ARE TR,ULY PLEASED
THAT THIS SEVENTH ROUND IS FINALLY UNDER'dAY. IT HAS BEEN
MORE THAN A YEAR SINCE ',;EBEGAN PUTTIN_ TOGETHER THE ACTUAL :
LANGUATE OF A DRAFT COHPACT OF FREE ASSOCIATION BET'#EEN :,
MICRONESIA AND THE UNITED STATES. "

"THE REASON FOR THIS DELAY IS A .MATTER OF RECORD. OUR
DELEGATION PRE-CONDITIONED THE RESUHPTION OF THESE TALKS
UPON THE RETURN OF" SO-CALLED PUBLIC LANDS IN MiCRONESIA TO
THEIR RIGHTFUL O',INERS. ON THE EVE OF OUR DEPARTURE FROH
MICRONESIA TO ',_ASHI{,IG'rON,,.rE RECEIVED FROH YOU A RESPONSE
TO OUR REQUEST. IT CA_]E AS THE PEOPLE OF M!CRONES!A HAD
LONg ASKED IN THE FOR::IOF AN OFFICIAL UNITED STATES
GOVERN!,!ENTPOLICY. IN ITS ESSENCE, THIS POLICY IS AN
AGREE._!ENT--A CO!,!'41TMENT--ONT]-IEPART OF THE UNITED STATES
THAT IT WILL RETURN THE SO-CALLED PUBLIC LANDS TO THE
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DISTRICTS IN !,IICRONESIA IMZ_]EDIATELY.

"THE ACTUAL IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS POLICY ;,;ILL_OUT
OF NECESSITY, HAVE TO BE HELD IN ABEYANCE FOR A FE_' _ONTHS
PENDI_',_3CERTAIN ACTIONS ON THE PART OF THE CO_$RESS OF • "
HICRONESIA AND THE DISTRICT LEGISLATURES, ' - .

"_ YESTERDAY OUR TwO. DELEGATIONS MET TO DISCUSS THIS :E-vN'" : ,
AMERICAN POLICY. I N!O!:TPLACE THE HINUTES OF YESTERDAY'S '" ""
DISCUSSIONS INTO THE OFFICIAL RECORD OF THIS SEVENTH ROUND.

I WILL ONLY STATE HERE THAT YOUR DELEGATION AND OURS ..
ARE ABLE TO OPEN THE TALKS THIS MORNING BECAUSE OUR DELEGATION
FINDS THE AMERICAN POLICY ACCEPT,"_LE VlTH THE CLARIFICATIONS "
AND HODiFICATIONS AGREED UPON YESTERDAY.

AND NO_; THAT THE LA_,D qUESTION IS OUT OF THE _#AY, THE
TASK BEFORE US .IS TO COHPLETE DRAFTI;'}3THE CO'._.PACTOF FREE " I
ASSOCIATION, THERE :S NO REASON THAT THIS TASK CANNOT BE .....
COMPLETED I,_A SHORT PERIOD OF TIME. BOTH SIDES HAVE HAD .. --.

: MORE THAN ONE YEAR TO FORMULATE THEIR POSITIONS ON THE .--:.: .:. -
RE._AINING ISSUES OF _'INANCE AND TER:{INATION, O_R DRAFTING :.
COMMITTEE IS PREPARED TO MEET ';._ITHYOURS IMMEDIATELY AFTER

, THIS MORNING'S SESSION TO BEGIN THAT TASK, :.., "

-- -.--:m--'-_.............:.....7-"...______L&_.... .._i.........-.'_........
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Z" ^.q .-I DO NOT "T_9_.. THIS GREAT. CAPITAL CITY O,_J_.CTION.-_LE

IN ANY GREAT RESPECT,
f

..'3!JT YOUR '.,!RATHER IS A BIT TOO COLD FOR
OUR WARM BLOOD, YOU CAN THEREFORE BE ASSURED THAT OUR
DELEGATION IS PREPARED TO WIND UP THESE SESSIOHS IN TfIE .
SHORTEST AMOUNT OF TIHE POSSIBLE FOR SEVERAL REASONS," -_ -

(KAPILEO RELEASED) :

SAIPAH, ;;0,I. 16 (_NS)---A YOU;<G SAIPANESE CREW,'IAN OF THE
MIV S i ', rJNN:.RS KNOT CHARGT.D BY PHILIPPI':-_,_. AUTHORITIES '.,.IiTH
"HOMICIDE THROIIGH_ REC'(LESS IXPRUDE ''_=',',_li'_THE ACCIDENTAL
SHOOTI['_ DEATH OF A FELLOw;! CRE'_[qAN ._ROM POd.AP," DISTRICT ""
HAS EEEN RELEASEDTHIS "!EEK TO THE CUSTODY OF THE TRUST
TERRITORY GOVERN'IE,:_T. ,,'ORDON THE RELEASE OF L!IIS KAPILEO,
19, OF TANAP_G VILLAGE, SAiPqN WAS RECEIVED THIS %TEE'4BY
BOYD MCKENZIE, SPECIAl. ASSISTANT FOR DISTRICT AFFAIRS ',/HO
HAS BEEN _,;ORKI_,_GON KAPILEO'S CASE "['HROUSH THE U.S. CONSULATE "*

IN CEBU CITY, REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES.
ACCORDIXG TO :,ICKENZIE, MINOR POUNDS. A DISTRICT ATTORNEY

FOR PONAPE DISTRICT _,_ASSENT LAST• WEEK TO OBTAIN THE RELEASE
OF KAPILEO WHO HAS BEEN I:_ JAIL FOR MORE THAN A MONTH. THE
ACCIDENTAL SHOOTING OF JOHN LEKY,.A OF PONAPE OCCUREED ON BOARD

PAGE SIX RUHGSAA_OII UNCLAS
THE M/V GUNNERS KNOT ,:;HILE THE SHIP wAS LOADi_ CEMENT AT
ILLIGAN, A _,IALL TOWN ON THE ISLAND OF MINDANAO. KAPILEO
AND POUNDS ARE EXPECTED TO RETURN TO SAIPAN NEXT WEEK ON

THURSDAY, NOVEHBER 22 .... .'
(DENTAL TRAINING) " ' ....

SAIP_N, NOV. 16 (MNS)---DRo HELKENA, CHIEF OF DENTAL " . .
'_ HEALTH DIVISION, REPORTS THAT T%_O DENTAL LABORATORY

TECHNICIANS FRO!'!THE TRUST TERRITORY ARE NOW TAKING COURSES
AT THE U.S. NAVAL DENTAL CLINIC IN GUAM. SOROS PHILLtPO
FROM THE MARSHALL ISLA,_DS AND PETER VtLLa@O:IEZ OF MARIANAS

ARE LEARNIt'¢3 ME,,;TECHNI@UES IN DENTAL-PROSTHETICS, AS WELL ,.
AS FA[,IILIARIZING THEMSELVES WITH MODERN EGUiP._IENT AT THE
CLINIC. THE TRAINING IS FOR SIX MONTHS UNDER THE
SPONSORHIP OF THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION.

ACCORDINg TO DRo HELKE_A9 THIS IS THE FIRST TIME THAT " : .- .
MTRUST TERRITORY TECHNICIA,,,S HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED AT THE NAVAL

DENTAL CLINIC. HE CRF.DITS T.HIS EFFORT TO CAPTAIN THOMAS L. ,.
WHATLEY, THV STAFF OF GUAM NAVAL Dr.NTAL CLINIC, AND THE
TRUST TERRITORY HEALTH SERVICES. : ..: "" -
BT ": ' ' -:. -,. . \ " . ," ,,. " ,' •
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