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SAIPAN ARRIVALSTATEMENT

I am very pleased to be back on Saipan. This is my fourth visit to

your island this year and as you know I am herewith other members of the

United States delegation for the third round of talks with the Marianas

PoliticalStatus Commissionto determinethe future politicalrelationship

of the United States and the _.!Marianas.

In light of the success.oftwo previousrounds of negotiations,our

delegationis hopeful that substantialprogresswill bemade in the upcoming

session.whichbegins tomorroww!th an open plenarymeeting. During those

earliertalks, the United States and the Marianas PoliticalStatus Commis-

sion reachedtentativeagreementon a commonwealthstatus which would give

the Marianas internalself-governmentwithin the American politicalfamily.

Agreementon the co_onwealth.principlebrings us a long way down the road

toward successfulcompletionof the status negotiations,and provides a

strong frameworkwithin which the remainingissues can be worked out.

The third round of status discussions was scheduledafter several

months of preparationculminatingin an informalmeeting betweenSenator

Edward Pangelinan,Chairman of the MarianasPoliticalStatus Commission

and myself last October in San Francisco. After reviewingthe progressmade

by the Marianasand U.S. working groups in economics,legal and land matters

tentative agreementwas reachedon an agenda for the new round which is about

to convene.

That agendawill includediscussionof the future U.S.-Marianasfinan-

cial relationship;the dispositionof Marianas public land now held in trust



by the Trust TerritoryAdministration;future United States land requirements;

and other unresolvedlegal and constitutionalquestions.

We are looking forwardto an enjoyableand fruitfulstay on Saipan and
_J

we are optimisticthatthis round of status negotiationswill see us closer

.to a final agreementwhich will satisfy the aspirationsand needs of the

people:tofthe Marianas.
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