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_) COVENANT ESTABLISHINGA POLITICAL UNION BETWEEN

.::.::::! THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDSAND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

. Whereas, the United.States of America fully supports the desire of the

-'i:=i"?m people of the Northern Mariana Islands to exercise their inalienableright

:!_:::i;•ilii of self-determination;:Lt

Agreement between the United Nations and the United States the inhabitants

!_.t_ of the Northern Mariana Islandsare free to express their wishes for self-

•_C.;_ governmentor independence; '.-:'

.,.ii":!;l Whereas, the peoples of the Northern Mariana Islands and the United
•States share the common goals and values found in the American system of .& m

::V,':i,;,.,, governmentbased upon the principlesof individual freedom_a_emocracy,;.,!'_'.'.,.

".i:),:i!'._ii!:l Whereas the people of the Northern Mariana-Islandsfor over twenty

',';;:_:_..-:; " years, through public petition and referendum_haveclearly expressed their

' -_. <:'<;CJ • -

.:".:::.:'_,;.!I benefits inherent in political union with the United•

=.-"'..,:i:_; desire to attain the w4u_czLH:- .
.::i:.-,i"_iJ States and to become a_memberof the American political family;
. !. '" /t ,_'i l" !

:.......,.,_"_"._., Now, therefore, the Marianas Political Status Commission_beingthe
: •.."-t ,c...t.i_

•',;::" ',:,::-,Yi

:.._.:;_!:ii-!iI duly appointed representativesof the people Of the Northern Mariana Islandsj
• ,._:_::_v,t.•

i!i!_iii:!l and the PersorlalRepresentativeof the Presi,dent of the United States have_,,,:..,-....................... --..,. , _i ,- _". i,_ .._'_ _,,.,,4,,..,-,-_.'_ .,, t
q

, ,,LL"" "_ agreed to _he--_ Cowman: _d a_tached Artlcle_'f-i_on_x '

•.=t. :.-.: _- , .. ) by the people of the Northern Mariariii Islands and approval by the United

..: ,'uw_ States will em-ef-sel-fa._o'_rn_.m_entfor th__-kk>P_hern

..,,..' _:::i Ba_ _T_c-lose'T, Po@rt'fc_Union-w_,_,h--_be-U_ttec[-s.tates--, .... govern
.... _.., \ ._ .< . -L, , ,, . , _, /-•-". : -_ _......_,.,..C"J,.'...--'t..._ ,.- , ,._. +- _.1,,_,.. _ _,,.,_ ._,.

'""_ "_ _["_._, '" " _--'¢ .,',-k,,. -I-,¢,_tLc_,'F__,",eh'Lr_,,..
:.:-.-"-:I th,_,,)future relatioflghip_nterms.nat'.on_,-_.......... l_r':_ .--
....... _ _ .' L,,',

:-:'::i::_ TITLE I

:::!::;::_1 .... ' , Upon the terminationof the present TrusteeshipAgreement the Mariana
" ,, .1!
.... ._ Islands Districtof the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands will become a.

,:_

. . _ ,,_ ,¢._ _,-:_fc_'_ _

• :I_ _ _ .....



•:i.i.i_ self-governingcommonwealthunder the sovereigntyof the United States to be

.;.:;.,";i known as "The Commonwealthof the Northern Mariana Islands".

....,.;_,_._ .L_._"_.)>_ TITLE II

....•"_ . p_t__The _mmonwealth will govern itself p_rsuant to a constitutionof its own

i:..._;._il),_!_C3 adoption_n accordancewlth thls Covenant_n_ a_ac,;eu-,-_,-,a_ app F--_ _
p

visions of the United States Constitutionand_Mtcd__S=_a_ federal-law._-h_-

....-- ....... .................................... . .... _ .... o ................

......TITEE-iII......

The United States will establish..a?@istrictCourt with jurisdiction,inthe

Northern Mariana Islands. Th.e_•Bovernment/ofthe NorthernMariana Isla_may also

establish local cour_.t-s'_tohandle cases _i_isingunder local_ta_. Their operation

wii}lbe_oii_ra_tiblewith the federal cou"tss_the United States and consis-

'_!_{'_'?_L.:"t_'m_withapplicablefederallaw. " ____ "..... --__

"--G-: b ..............i

The people of the NorthernMariana Islandsw_'_ibe given the opportunityto

•i ,_)nbecome either citizens or nationalsof the.Un-ftedStates,as they may choose
/

!, "_S/___f the tr'-stoa:h with all ..the rights, privileges, immunities and
¢

responsibilitiespertainingthereto)

TITLE V

The United States will have full responsibilityfor and authorityin the

fields of defenseand foreignaffairs..:In the exerciseof its responsibilities

in f_reign affairs, the.United,Sta,tesWii'lconsider the advice^of the Commonwealth

Government_?,will support_th_memSership of the Commonwealth in appropriate regional

or other international organizations dealing with social, economic, and cultural

matters of concern to the Commonwealth to tile extent such organizations permit such

representation, and will facilitate the establishment of Commonwealth offices

abroad to promote the economic and cultural interests of the Commonwealth.

TITLEVI

"' ! The United States may enact__legislation the Commonwealth

".'q Wcd.__ ;, ._
.... . - .;......... .......... __ .................



The United Stateswill extend financialsupportto the NorthernMariana"

Islandsas agreed in t e-Articles. _a_.,,....... tcltkis...._"...........,.",Trr,,d_-...._may ._.apprcv,_d

-_'_-,i.!il Im_-_--Oo_ess o_fthe united_%-a-t-es_.Such assistancewill include funds to support

an orderly transition to the new political status, funds to build toward a new .....

":"" social and economicstatus and extensionof the provisionsof federalprograms ....
" ..h>'.l -,.

and servicesand other as'sistancein meeting future developmentneeds.

",'i_:i TITLE IX " • ,_,

,)!i_.?)i?.;."_?] • ....The Governmentof-t.heNortliern"Mari-ana.l-slands-wilimake,l,anda-vailab_

'(:)-g;:_<t tlleUnited States_a-l_overnment :__fon=c@,i-_;c_'_as__}"-_g attached

....articles.t_'o this ...... _...._ All property, and interests in property- in-.the North'ern

Mar._ana Islands to be held by the Un_ted< ,States u,,,-ecc_y ,_,_=_ _ _=,=,,o=

t-k_ Iln_-,_, -I e_-_i--)-' " " -" ' ":....... set forth
""v"':'<';' r._$__, of................._ sha.lI be-_c4u-iredx_i_th_Cm_m_:_3

,...-'.-,-..<_i• in the attached: :_.rticles. -
, ,, ;;?.|

• a...:._!hl . . TtTLE.X
."i'Lt:. Modificationof the fundamentalstructureof politicalrelationship

:/:"t"_':i! #d_s
...... between the Conlm)nwealthand the United States "._...ifi^'_''"........."- +_'" ,,__..:,_,.,,..:_,.,_-"+"....

,:';;:"t!© ..............

•". _;.4_
_ •



i

•._ ,::_ _ may,bgma_e,. .onlyby.mutualconsent,of.therCon_non_ealth,._ ,,.,_._ and the United

• _i, States)) Amendments to the Constltutlonof the Commonwealthw111 not require
- i

......! approval by the United States,,but federal courts will.becompetent to pass on

"!_ their consistencyWith this Covenant, the United States Constitutionand United

-..-:;_ States federal law.

_i in accordance with its constitutionalprocesses. They will also be submitted
•:.:,!

•._ii:'iiii_i!!i;:__lfor approval to the DistrictLegislatureof the Mariana Islands and subsequently
'to the people of'the Mariana IslandsDistrict for approval in a referendumto be

i_iill called by the Mariana IslandsDistrict Legislature. Approval must be by a majority

•of those voting in the referendum,All residentsof the NorthernMariana islands

who would be eligible to vote in.electionsin the Trust Territory of the Pacific

..i::::!i:L_!i!C!.!I_) Islands if such electionswere held on the-day the referendum is conductedshall

.I:"C,I_!:]:II_'be.eligible to vote in the referendum.

":,i';i-ii•-ti_ The resultsof the referendumshall be certified by the High Commissioner

,.:•.,.!%,::: of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands , . --.,

__ _lT-be Pre.sgdeng-_gh_-_l_i-te(kStates-w+l-l-4ssu_-a-

.,I

I :_il;::,,I ::::!::li':';_ii{ {' finds: 1. Theft t_y in di_:e ed__Ar t 1:1 :
'i;i":"[_{_'I_I enant e havebeen approved as

iii_;_i}!.._({"::{ provided above; and "_._

!-- Of_t ___he

" T,he'United States will implementthis Covenaht-,,andattached Articles to

O the_6xtent practicable.priorto the terminationof the Truste-geshipAgreement

•,L.i 4 _

#
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:.:.i _'. ARTIC-LE.I
• 'i

" _::_i_ PoliticalRelationship

._:.,..:!.i:.4Section lOl. The NorthernMariana Islands,kknown.as the Mariana IslandsDistrict

•..i:.!iI of the Trust Territoryof the PacificIslands,consistingof those islandsand

__ the territorialwaters thereofwhich lie within the area north of 14° north

i_i latitude,south of 21° north latitude,west of 150° east latitude,and east of 144°

;'•i:!i/ eastIongitude i:hatare_administere-dby the UnitedStates of-Americapursuant to a

" '::_[ •TrusteeshipAgreementwith the.Securitycouncil,of,the United Nations (hereinafter
""...I . , I • ,.." ,_

.-,,.'._;. re_ferredto as the "Trus_t.ee_s_hi___Agreemen_").will upon___ -/k---

" _ be a self-governing Commonwealth under the sovereignty of the

•.:_.:,::_,t_.._:},,United States, to be known as .the-Commonwealth of the NorthernMariana Islands.
/,i,:-t

Section 102.The relationsbetweenthe Commonwealth ofthe NorthernMariana Islands

i:i-i."::::l )owerof the United States Congressto_._spect to.areas under the

,vereignty of i:he United Stai.eii_b_s_l be conducted through such agency or

• ::'.-:I _ciesof the United States residentof the United States may designate,
• i ........ - -: '-

fol1owing provi_ons :of"_s may_be mocL'_fie_L-o_ly wktl__

the consent of the Government of the ' Northern.Mariana Islan_

(LIST) : -.........................

Section 103. The privileges and immunit;ies of citizens of the United

States shall be respectedin the Marianas as though the NorthernMariana Islands

were a state of the union and subject to the provisions of clause l, section 2 of

Li.?:.:;i_l cle IV of the Constitutionof the United States. This_ection shall not• :_ .:_

'./::,_}:i:'_] to the regulation of the alienation of real property or interests in real

)!:i:{'!}_'_j property for the purpose of restricting acquisition of such property or interests

,:,._-_.to persons of _rt_rn lla_-iana......._ descent.

KLuQ.2-:)C_-a_m-._,---"_

.;_:iCi;_).":.'_(] 7



1 Section 104. The followingprovisionsof and amendments to the
:i.L.;i

..._._J Constitution.ofthe United States_shall.applywith_in__the__Cpmm_o.nwealtha_s.......

_'......:_ though it were a State of the Union:.-Article".I:,_=_.iu.:_,-=^_.epL

Clar..;a_, Section 9,, Clauses 2, 3,'_,. 6,. and 8, and Section 10,
Clauses 1-3; Article IV, Section .1 _1 Section. 2, Clause 2;_

.;;,.;,1 Amendments 1 through4; Amendment 5, except as it__ndlctment by .

.......,-_._ grand jury; Amendment6; Amendment7, except as it provides aKl_rialby jury
, .-,-. a

.}._i in non-criminal cases; Amendments 8 and 9; Amendment 13; Sentence 2 of

Section 1 and Section 5 of Amendment14; .andAmenclments15 and 19.

:,...... Section 105.

,.ii.-.:,!,C;!'"'_(::"_t}:;i_ {'_L_LF (a_ept as providedjbel°wii_this ;tion,all persons born_i_Ehe
Isl were t_zens o ]_theTrust ,ritoryof the P-a_ificIslands

;::,i,._.. t, eside on that date

":;::"-"_t.:i;!_'>, in th Mariana IsTand have no claim lationality and who are

..{ii'ii;i] not citizens Of the United "on_f law, will become

_ :::':.:_i citizens/ofthe United States on t

/// .......... .•

'U!!!_;J S (b) All personsborn in

':"_-_ Con_nonwealthof the Northe a the terminationof the Trustee-

_,"._._..-,_ sh and subj( sdC, tes shall be citizens of

i;;!.7_i!_._?":i::"__'_;;_"_i"_iI_'_': the Un'ted_eStai , yf ,, " • , /lJ"
•>-.:!_.:il (c),.Any .perso_us e]i._ble_,f,or citizenshipm _oli'the date of the

.C_)iil;;i:i_! termination _ the Trusteeship in six months thereaftero" thin six

•.;_:;.._j months reachingthe age of eighteenyears,/whicheverdate is th__ter one,

_":'•'_ mak, declaration under oath before a court in the district of which he'r_sides

/

"W'.<.J _ - ,"xsL ,.... ,..,._ _

:;L!,i;i!;! "<



L , •

, , . . • , • ,_.!...q,,_> . • _ • . . . . . ".,

.. _._.,:'L___._:=L:._L__,_--_: ....._._._,_;.=.....-..;L....__._..__:..;.........__L.__._.._)._-............:-_._.........._.L.__..L__-_

• _iC"!

i

Li"i -_3._, "I'_--- - being duly sworn,hereby--declaremy intentionnot to

|...-..i be a citl_n of the Un_tedStates."
I __! _ J_ ....

I!iT_!-ii_l_:-_, Any perso._/_.whoma'ilt_SdSt tthisdeclaration shall be a national but not aI...-_W_ citizenof t_Un/itedSta_t.

<"":-"-_ 1--_<tu, - "gli!Jionand Nationaliti6_i.ality_Jct.

<
• __ ....

_ _ .- (1) Section lOl of tbe_I_igration and NationalityAc_ (68 St_t.--.
z f \ I/'_ \

166 as amended, 8 U.S.C.jlO_(a)(29))is_herebyamended by insertingbefore

\ the words "Ame,-i>aiY'oai,,oa",the words "the CeKllmonwealt,,u, the Northern

" " \ ICa_ianaIslands".. ...-Y\

\ ..,.-_ (2) Section I01(a)(36) of theii_igration\'a_nd Nationality Act

iiiii!ili _68 Stat._l_66,as amended, 8 U.S.C.>'1"Ol(a)(36))ishere_by_.amended_insert -
iiii " "/

• ling after the ,_lords"DistricJ;/oofColumbia", the words "the Cb_onwealth of
S,, - \

_the NorthernMarla_taIsJ_inds. \ I

C_`__,!_ \ (3) //S-_i°_ 1°1(a)(38) of the Immigra-tionand Nationality.Act\ , . __ ,
(68 Stat. 166_,as amended_8 U.S.C. lOlia.)(38))is hereby amended by ir_sert-

I.. __i " ,.--_""....'"" " ""; \

I iig,i_e_rthe _ord Hawaii ,_word< the Commonwealthof the Northern ;



" "" ; ,.'" " : "._ ".'t-2;.z:;, ..= . . : _.- . .. .. . " ..' • .

•._j

:.:...:._ ..............
-, ARTICLE II

: '" Constitutional Convention

•__i Section 201. The people of the Northern Mariana Islands will form a

:..G/.i:'.::.:,._ government for these islands pursuant to a Constitutionof their own

• 1

•...:_.,--:I Section 202. The District Legislatureof the Marianas will call a

' -_'*.. " _ " " ,E_onstitutionfor the Commonwealthofi _ ......-tlc.._._conventlon to a

'":ii:"";'!! the Northern Mariana Islands, the provisions of which shall be in accordance_
:"ii:! with '_' f'"""_"_ Each of the present electoral districi_swithin the

:i!!i!:_.!li:_i Mariana Islands District will be represented in the constitutional

- , -.... "
:,.."I..:_..:"_--:-S::-=":=:- " c- ................
:-.<,;:;,._.:,k section 203. The proposed._onst_tution.for.:the Commonwealthof the •.,.',"..'<.':i

:..:,11 Northern Mariana Islandswi.llbe-subm:itted to the_H:igh:Commiss.ionerof th, Trust

C'}:- Ter-ritoryfo-r-traiismissionto the Co-ngreSs--of-theUnlted StaLes not later than•one

!;!i::i ......................................iiii year after theconveningof the-cons-titUti6nal--convention-"-Ifthe Congress of .

:i.i:!_:i! - the Uni-tedStates.finds-tha_--th_pro._o._.._e_s-_i-t-u_t-ien-.is..no.t..cn._.trarv.to the.d",z?,A_,_,__-

. . , the terms of-___ A....Cons.titut.ion...of.the united States of America ............

and other relevant federal legislation,it will by joint

.....resolutionso certify to the--HighCommissionerof the Trust Territory,who

will so advise the Mariana Islands District Legislaturewhich will then

dissolve the constitutionalconvention. If the Congress finds that the

proposed_onstitution does not meet the above criteria it will so
advise

the High Commissionerof the Trust Territory stating

wherein in its judgment the _'0nstitutionis deficient. The High Commissioner

will in turn submit such message to the constitutionalconvention for

.:j further action. The revised document shall be returned to the Congress 0f

the United States and the same procedures repeated until the/_onstitution

is certified by the Congress. . 0..__._.._

-- 10 .............



- , . ! •

"" ...

,'.".H

""': Section 204.

•..j ' " (a) Upon certification by the Congress of the United States to the

LII!'I:I_-i High Commissioner of the Trust Territory in accordance.

.../..;_.._ with Section203 of this Article the High Commissioner will, within thirty

.:i:_:;:,i!i

i_iii_""!:ji_-:_! days after receiptof such certification,issue a proclamationfor a refer-endum to t_eheld not more than ninety days after the date of the procim,iaciu,i.:.'_.,.",]

/i:S.i!_i!i to vote "yes" or "no" on the following proposition. " .......

i i.ii:i."'t •........ The people of the Northern Mariana Islands hereby adopt the

;";'!"_" ! -- Constitutionof thecCon_nonwealthoftthe Northern Mariana 181and8.-../_t ._ _/.....: -eertlfie_ by•, :...|:"'':'_C_ as-proposedby the _onst_tutional-_nvent_ona_ as

i_:_,ili.!:.i,i:i_'l the Congr_e_s.sof the United States:

.i;_"_:.,,;'__"-,_ (b) The High Commissionerof the Trust Territory

results of that referendum and. convey his determination to the President of
.:-:;;,ii !;) ,./
'.""_ '' the United States. If a majority of the qualifiedvotesxin the referendum

|I_"T/, are in favor of adopting the proposition'thePresidentwill issue a procla-

!i:_ I mation which so states, andwhich sets the effectivedate oftheConstitutio__(zaz41g_.__

v/ of the Northern Mariana Islands. That date will be no later than the date

of the terminationof the TrusteeshipAgreement.
. ._:_. _.,.'_".

,_,_,',.i_:i':._ Section205. Amendments to the Constitutionof the Commonwealthof

•_:_:__,'_ the Northern Mariana Islands may be made from time to time as provided in•, %:>,..,_-,_,)

• ._C _,_< , _ _ . ,

i!i:ili:ii that_J_onstitution. The courts of the"United States shall be competent to

!

re evan rov s ons Constitution e ero!1_
I ]+



,ARTICLE III
• /

• _'_.% The Gonstitutionof the Commonwealth
,,,.._ of the Northern Mariana Islands

"i Section 301• The Constitutionof the Commonwealthof the Northern

" ii Mariana Islandsw_l provide for a republican form of government,with '
r,

"I separate executive, legislative,and judicial branches.

%!_ Section 302. The Executive. The executivepower of the Governmentof

-i the Northern•Mlariana•Islands•will be vested in a popularly

-..iii elected Governor of the-Commonwealthand

" .i.! - such--6-the-r-_officialsas may be providedfor under the Con-s-ti-tution-of-the......

/%! Commonwea-_th;-Inadditiontothose _'_spo_s_b1"ICties-conferredupon it by '

.'ii!i,ip.'cl.. i_i_I the Constitution and laws of the Commonwealth, the executive branch of the

" ._i ---......CommonwealthGovernmentwill be responsible.forthe faithful executionof......

'"£."-: the laws of the Commonwealthand the laws of the United States applicable to
• q

.... _. the Commonwealth.

•! Section 303. The Governor may, wi_t_ val of the Presidentof the

i United States,.r_-_e_-_Te/C_)_mloI_al th/s'u_h_ivil rights_.as-may-have-bee_

._.?ii onv tions by Fe or-%'l_ate courts of the United
_tates.

i!":d Section 30'_. Whenever it becomes necessary in case of disaster, inva-
<._i_I
. ,!_{ sion, insurrection,or rebellion or imminent danger thereof, or to prevent

•! or suppress lawless violence,the Governor of the Commonwealthmay request"_/ I .... _ ; ' - ....

•I of the Presidentof the Uhited States the-assistance of tileArmed Forces of

" .I the United States.

Section 305. The Legislature. The legislativepower of the Common-

wealth will be vested in a legislature,every member of which will be

popularlyelected.--Th'eleg-i-slativepower of the--Commonwealthwill extend tO

KC

12



C:__ all subjectsof local applicationand may not be exercised in a manner

inconsistentwith the applicableprovisionsof the Constitutionof the

" United States, the terms of this Covenant,or with thos@/_statutes_nacted

• i =,-_iJ_-_-u....."............._ _,,,,,Izy]of _,= u,,r_=uSt which are applicable to the Northern

_i Mariana Islands, includingsuch statutes as may be enacted in the future.

":.i Section 306. The Judiciary. Courts of the Northern Mariana Islands
.w

will have jurisdictionas prescribedby the laws of the Northern Mariana

-.! Islands to handle cases arising under local law. The operationof these

•. J courts will be compatiblewith the.federal court system of the United States

"i and consistentwith applicable federal law.

: ..•i Section 30-_. All members of the legislatureand all officers of the

... i executiveand judicial branchesof the Government of the Commonwealthwill

:"_ take an oath or'affirmation to support the provisionsof the Constitution

" _ : and laws?f the,.United States applicable to the Northern Mariana Islands and

:!i _the ....Constitution_of the Commonwealth. '
Section 308 The United States will establisha District Court which

-,, _ will have in the NorthernMariana Islands powers and jurisdictionequal to

,!i \ those of the District Court of Guam/_ _ _ •

•/_i:"_lif \ Section 3(]8. The appropriatelaws of the United States relating to

..'.i"i_ , removal of causes, appeals and:othe,rmatters and proceedingsas between the

..i ! '' .'
I

I courts of the United States and .the.courts of the several states will govern

• "' / in such, matters and proceedingsbetween the courts of the United States and

: \the courts,of the Northern Mariana Islands.



ARTICLE IV

f i_ financial Provisions

•i• Section 401• The Government of the Northern Marianas will undertake

such measures a_ united _aizL=_ wii_ pruvid_ _c'@a'_d_

• - _as will facilitatethe processof ach_higher

standardsof living for the_people-Ofthe-Northern Mariana Islands,_nd"

_H'_: self-sufflcl'
-- ,_ ....._-mc_..--_

__.._ The Governmentof the Northern Mariana Islandswill

enact a non-discriminatory,comprehensiveinternal revenue law designed to

:_-! promote economic self-sufficiency. The personal and corporate income tax

i provisionswill be progressiveand follow the income tax system in the

;_., territory.ofGuam as closely as possible modified as necessary to conform

•to local economic conditions.

'_ _ Section 40_. Effective on the first day of July following the effec-

,:_ -.- v rive date of this all customsduties and Federal income taxes of

"..;_ the United States derived from the NortI_ernMariana Islands, the proceeds

-!
:.._ of all taxes collectedunder the internal revenue laws of the United States

:/i on articles produced in the Northern Mariana Islands and transported to the

i•._i_:.! United States, its territories,or possessions,or consumed in the Northern

•':'"i C__ -
..'i_i ,/ Mariana Islands the proceeds uF .a__.yu_,,=, _^_......... ,,._,r_----_---'_"_-_h__!ov_ea_b_

!'_il and all quarantine,passPort, immigr.ation,and n_turalizationfees collected

. i _ in the Northern Mariana Islandsshall be in the asury of the

..I Governmentof the NorthernMariana Islands.andshall be expended for the

. benefitof the peopleof the NorthernMariana Islands as the Governmentof

the Northern Mariana Islandsmay by law prescribe.

"
___ v Section 4 . The United States will augment the funds made,,available

" v _ under Section 403 for 15 years from the effective date of_._through

14
e



'i

"l., ll"

l

.-... f-. grants of appropriated funds on a descending scale earmarked for budgetary

_, support. Thegrants will be $_=.million for each of the first five years

after /_b,i_.___-.vc_._ co,T,_ -,,fLu :r,_; $ • " ^ - _+_,+_ ,h,_bmllllon, tor_ ....... _.......

'"_ _h year_;and $__._million forb=a_,,v, L;,:,,_xLfive years.

Section 40_ The United States will make available to the Government

_,,_I_- _-n n",n_np.. of the NorthernMariana Islands in amounts to be agreed,.......... r

compensationfor lands made available to the United States GovernmentiGem-

_', i__pecified in Sections 502 and 503of Article.V. The Northern

Mariana Islandswill make _'_-_"._c__._.m.-_A_f,_,,,L_,:p,u_=='_ available for

economic develop_entprojects.
.

Section 40_. The United S_ates will provide the Northern Mariana

Islands-.,.........,-,_+_,,_.........._..,_..._._-_..,a-.f_Arange,of Federal services and programs

available_o _c Stctc_ cc ;;z,_l_.to the Territoryof Guam._am_pr_d_

_.._ " , , an _f"_

• •Section 4 . The Governmentof the United States agrees to make coptri-

butions annually for fifteenyears from the effectivedate of on

_I-^_m......_t_ c,ft_,_._Mariana_apitalImprovementProgram•..._.._ _/ a grant basis to _L_............

'il;.'.i Fund. The grant will be $___million dollars for each of the first five years

;' i and $ milli_n dollarsa year for each of the last ten years. This Fund

will b.e_sffd_forpublic sector investment in.essentialeconom_c_ c:_.a,,.a__-

i. _hh__,_as,_,,_,,.._" ..- ,- _

ll'' - Section 4_. The United States_will also make available to the Northern

l
" ..Ii Mariana Islands,financialassistance on a loan basis for economic development

"-i L! projects at ai_nn_al¢__(m_nt of $___ million for fifteen years from the effec-

t. i tive date Of &I_ subject to the terms of long-termlow-interestloan

• .ii , , agreementsbetween the United States and the Governmentof the Northern Mariana
! _-i__ Islands.

_.__! .,. " 15 __
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:!i ' 5 7
•_ (_i_ Section 40 The provisionsof Sections4 , 4 and 408",will be
._i _" reviewed by the United States and the Northern Mariana Islandsat five

year intervals, in light of__L_ions or more frequentlyif
•so requestedby elther orthern Mariana Islandsor the United States..i

:i Section 4;I_. Upon signatureof the Covenant the U_S)-'_-_vIII.provide

.;.-/i-._i the sum of $_ , subject to approval• by the Congress of the United States,
. -._

:i to cover the costs of transitionalstudies, programs and events related to

_-j the establishmentof a new Government of the Northern Mariana Islands.
-'-"' tim

_::ii Section t;P_I•. Imports from the Northern Mariana Islands into the customs

• :I territoryof the United States will be subject to the same treatmentas
, '." ..._

•_::.:.I those from the Territoryof Guam.-- L -|

t!
i Section _}_Z_.._._S_ internationalobligations of the United States,

,. : J

" 'i _ levy_. duties on goods-importedinto the Northern Mariana Islands•from

- "1, _ O. other than _Uni ted States._rt'_j ._. :-._'a._.-_-:-_dt,_\_:hej Government of the Northern ",
.......... : .......•., oq -iL.
: 'i] Mariana Islands,V_ ^"v_._m...uv_,"v.-'.,._,,,_u_-'_-

"...._ Section 41-3. The Government of the Northern Mariana Islands shall sub-

:. :.-.:_ mit to the Presidentof the United States or his appointedrepresentativean

:i:.i:i!•;_:_.] annual report on the administrationof the funds transferredto the Government

•;_,_:__ of the Northern Mariana Islandspursuant to the provisionsof this chapter.

'i"!:: Such reportswill be transmittedby the President to the Congress of the United

i!I ",)::i) v_ States. ... .

.:_. ;_.L_W _ 4 . The Governmentof the Northern Mariana Islandswill:

,!-i_-"_'_' (a) Enact no law imposing.anytax or levies upon property of the United

i.•ii_i States or property of the Governmentof the Trust Territory of the Pacific
g

."_'! . _

" _ -Islands nor will itimpose taxes or levies on goods imported into the Northern

i.i,•.I Mariana Islands from the United States or any of its territoriesor exported

::.:ii from tlne;lorthernMariana.Islandsto the United States.or any of its territories.

•.:..:.| 16



_i:11el) (b) Authorize no public indebtednessin excess of ten percentum of the

J aggregatetax valuationof the real property in the Northern Mariana Islands;

-.,i bonds or other ob'ligationsof the Government of the NorthernMariana Islands:!:q

.--_ payablesolely from revenues derived from any public improvementor under-

._ili takingwill not be considered public indebtednessof the Government of the

:"."1 Northern Mariana Islands within the meaning of this provision.

Section4 All bonds issued by the Government of the Northern Mariana

" "I... Islandsor by its authoritywill be exempt, as to principal and interest,

•i ",.! from taxation by the Government of the United States or by the Government of

./ Districtof Columbia,.orany politicalsubdivisionof any of them.

• . }..]
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ARTICLE V

•ii--'.i_!' _i!)_:.. Public Property of the
Commonwealth

and PropertyAcquired by the,United States

--. _Section501. _Upon terminationof the TrusteeshipAgreement_he title

.._ to#_,l_realand personalproperky in the Mariana Islands Districtowned or held

-..;"_! by the Governmentof the Trust Ferritoryof the Pacific Islandswill. be

...... transferredto the Government F the Commonwealthof the Northern Mariana

i .
".__i Section 5 . The United States may acquire property and interestsin

propertyFot directly relatedto the defense responsibilities
of the "Uni te_ q

Stateslin the followingmanner:

(a) Within three y_ea_ the i_erm._nati,o__f,the T__u._hip Agree-,3.-

ment, the existin e rights of th_ United States Government_wi;}qterminate,

_righ _ ' _-/ "./

unless,_wit]_i_thattime the Unit(_./.__Statesprocee(Ts_to acquire, _n accordance •"0i
with _S_II_section(c)or (d)hereo_"whatever/_gightsin such lands.maybe

n_sidered necessaryfor the pu"__rpo'ses of the United Sta_es,

i _ In any such acquisition the amount to be paid for the property,/'

or interest therein,will be the current fair market value of the interest j

___-' acquired, exclusiveof any improvementsmade by the United States or its ,

n._ assigns,and less any amount or amounts previously paid.,gratuitouslyor . /
• ,_----T-_------ _'I

otherwise, therefo_or_ ,,

_/) The United States Government,its departmentsand agenciesmay

acquire for public purposes in the Commonwealthany property or any interest

in property, includinganY temporaryuse, only in accordancewith this sub-

section and subsection _. Such property, includingthat owned or controlled

by private pa6ties or the CommonwealthGovernment,may be acquired under this

'O__ subsectionby purchase,lease, exchange,gift, or otherwise under such terms

and conditionsas may be negotiatedby the parties, subject to the provisions



insectionsoIandsubjecttotherightsoftheUnitedStat.s ubsect oni of this section•
• In the event the United States is unable to acquire propertyor

. an interestin propertyby negotiationin accordancewith subsection , then

- ._,._ it may as a last resort acquire property or an interest therein.... in accordance......
2 r_._. with its constitutionalauthorityand presentlyestablished,and future Federal law

_ ,, _ and _r__._dures with respect to the acquisition of real property or an interest,_L ° "_ _ _ _---_..

,! ._ in real property, r__._C_c_- (g

._. .. ..........ycc. o__.n.

.i._'_ _-_ " herein will impair the existing agreementsbetween the Trust Territory _-_-
.w

- -":3Government and the United States Governmentor any agency or instrumentality _.'

.:,iili_T__.:.. . . ,_--there°finsofaras they relate to land use andretention, and the _5___>,..__-,C°mm°n--'..... "--_.."_ " wealth Governmenttakes all such land as set forth in Section501__ 7.

I ...... -a_-V.of thi: ""_"'LLt_subject to such agreements;provided,however, that such ";

....:, retentionand use will at all times be consistentwith the public purposes of

,i.!: ._i the UnitedStates

:"-v _ _4_-_-g_et_-_t_"' ' ; r_,.,,.'_::., Section50 . ztcs _a_ _uui,_ proRertyand rights _,,du_uS ._.

.:I"L' _an,] waC_r=-o_gq_ori_hern Ma-_,,a !c!an_s fer defense purpoae_3

The Mariana IslandsPoliticalStatus Conmission•,-Mar.iana,isia-nds:_Distric-t

:...}.-i!.iii Legislatureand successorgovernmentsw-illtake all measures necessary to 'q.

•",'C..::: effect the transfer_to the United States'_w_-_r._._g._ne..followin_ areas_l .,._.

" _ _._ct',.._ ' " _ "'- "" " "" " "' '_ 'C- :.'S

:[:_'e:_,,_.. (a) Tinian Island. Twen,i_y-six_l;housandtwo hundred acres and the
"' __ _ ,-_''_...-_b'
:-:; waters in_nediatelyadjacent_shal I be made available for the_" -

• .,:.:: use of the United States to establishan integratedhomogeneousbasing area

,... to minimize the total land area required by the United States in the

' Commonwealth.

,::':!_!. 19
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(b) Saipan Island

_._i_ - (I) .IsleyAir Field Area• Joint use of Isley Air Field and five

! hundred acres south and adjacent to the south runway encompassingpreviously

-"_' held military retentionland will be made available for use by the United
. . ._L1

".x_.1 States which shall at its discretionmake available for the use of the Govern-

""_'(--'i--.... ment of the Northern Mariana Islandssuch acreage as is not essentialfor the

....i exerciseof i_,sdefense responsibilities.

(2) Tanapag Harbor,, Three h_ndr,ed twenty ax:resex,tended south from

_.:._.:,v; "C" dock __to Micro Point&encompa_slngpreviously held military reten-

_, tion land will be made availablefor use .bythe United States which will at

;":_"_ its discretionmake available for the use of the•Governmentof the •Northern

i_i.•.i•i Mariana Islandssuch acreage•as is not essentialfor the exerciseof its

:.i_i defense responsibilities.

_:_ -"_. (c) Farallonde Medinilla Island• Two hundred twenty-nineacres encom-

, passing the entire island and the waters immediatelyadjacent theretowill

be made availablefor use by the United States• ',,

_C(_L_ 4/, In considerationfor the lands and water areas described/abovenot now held

under use-agreement,the United States will pay to the Governmentof the Northern

Mariana Islandsthe sum of $ annually for lease of the lands and adjacent

i_,,_.i!_ waters describedabove prior to the •terminationof the Trusteeshipand will
Y-,_: purchasesuch lands and waters for $ -,on terminationof the Trusteeship•

:;-.,_ _/ Section 5 The purchase/%agreementsfor the lands and waters listed in
4..'

•....,..._._z Section 50_[shall conform to the provisionsof this Covenant and such agree-

ments will not containany limitationon the use of such lands and waters which:"_.:....
•..'.*,', .,.._ t

:,.,.'x conflictwith the basic authoritiesand responsibilitiesof the United States

:_.... for the defense and security'of the Northern Mariana Islandsand the United

.ii.,.:_:......., ,_ States under the Constitutionof the United States. Such agreementswill con-.-

tain provisio_ for•reversion,protectionsagainst envlronmentaldamage,resettle-



o

' d-_:i, ment of occupantswherever necessary,joint undertakingsof the parties to• " =,']i

_:•i insure a balanced social and community growth, and such other provisions that

:iiiii], will provide for the mutual benefit and security of the parties.

i..:" .'i --

" /i

•i ,' /.J

@
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._ Q ARTICLE VI _: t _ _ ,r_-
t,] Applicable Laws _ L_._ cA_,.;_ ,,_" 0 c. ,(,_t_,

.-_ Section 601. Until the enactment of the legislationenvisaged by

-._ Article.VII, Section 702 (Statu ory Commission)and except as herein other-r
_._I wise provided the following laws t_c "n,t_-d_o_lwill, i be applicable

..<-_<_;_ to the Northern Mariana Islands:

:.i_ (a) The laws of the United States expresslymade applicable to the
4• - -m

...._ Northern Mariana .Islands.

•'>.'! (b) The_aws _ the United States applicable to the Trust Territory

..:%,! of the Pacific Islands;

;_-..::..I (c) The laws of the United States•applicable to the territory of
• ,.. .

........ Guam in the same manner and to the same extent as though those laws are

'".I applicable in _he several states;

" (_D (d) The term "laws of the United States" includes statutes, joint

• resolutions, treaties and Executive agreements, proclamations, Executive

_!:__ Orders, judicial decisions, and regulationsissued by the several depart-
_',.,t_._ C,

:,,.;:_-uI''::;:_7merits,agencies, and regulatory commissions. .
">:_,... p_..},c

• ._,

_i "

_..d

•.." .: --]
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••":3t._:



• ,.,""-. .. .._,_,,:_,_!:.:-__..... ............,.,-:k¸ _: .- . - • . ' . .,.... , .

r : -..I . ,-
J .:i _ ARTICLE VII " _,_,

Ii ii_-!\--/ - TransitionalProvision's ,_
/ .. d --_ 1,,,

•J':: ,!._ Section 70.I. ArticlesII, III, and/IV; Sections 50_ and 50f of Article

J ::_i1 V; Articles VI and VII shall become effective upon the approval of the

J:_.__I Covenant. _The remainingArticle-'S:shatl'becomedffective upon the termination

ii_:_ of the trusteeship,provided, however, that the Presidentof the.United States

J_"-.i,:i:_ shall have the power to makeeffective at an earlier date so much of the

":i remainderof these Articles and so much of the Constitutionof the.Northern

" _ Mariana Islands as he deems consistentwith thecontinuation of the Trusteeship.

i!_ii:il| Section702. The.Presidentof the United States will appoint a commission

1:"'!iiiiiij of seven persons, at least three of whom shall be residentsof the Northern

JJ_iiiii;_! Mariana Islands, to surveythe field of Feder.alstatutes, including federal

i- services and assistance programs,and make recon_nendationsto the Congress of

:i-, the United States within twelvemonths after effectivedate of the Covenant
", |

":' and attachedArticles as.to which statues ofthe.United States not applicable

to the Northern Mariana Islandson such date shall be made applicableto the

Commonwealthoi:the NorthernMariana Islands upon the terminationof the

TrusteeshipAgreement or at such other date as the Presidentmay determineand

which statutes shall.remaininapplicable.

" _--_-i_n_-f(_>_.The laws of the .TrustTerritoryof the Pacific Islands, the

I-0'¢_A"_.;_;.,' Marianas District Legislature,o.flocai,"munici,p;aliti.,es,and all other executive

and distr^ictp_rdersof a IQcal-.Dat_renow @Zpp!icableto the M_riana Isl,ands .,.,

District&willremain in force and effect until and unless repealedor amended

by the Government of the NorthernMariana Islands. c _o'-_rr_cc_,,tof--_

_ .

I
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