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I__ The Presi dent's Persc.,r,+l f_eprc+entat ire

. for Hicroncsian Status t:cco:i_tions
& Old Executive Office Building

Roo:a 361

• • " Wash: ngton, DC 20505
Dear Ambassador _,til]iams:

G"

Your letter of 29 October 1973 hishlighted concerns of the
Marianas Political St _,• a_us Co.;,;;ission and certain n,.c:',bers of the

US Cc)ngress over the resolve of the US Government to develop a
milit:ary base on Tinlan as a part of the agreement on .future
POlitical sEatus of the Northern /4arianas.

_- 'q. , ."

i As evidenced by the Secretary of Defen,_:e and the Joint
Chiefs of S_-_:Lo, endorsement of the Under Scsretaries Committee

.. Study and its recom;:,endations concerning tha Future Political
' Status of the /.;ariar, as Island District, TTPI, and as indi-

cated in other correspondence and actions e'-er the past year, the

'_) Depart,r, ent of Defense fully supports the Ad,,:-.,inlstration's decision.: to acquire tfle necessary land on Tinian and proceed with the t ,-_-
"-./- phased develop,_ent of a joint-use base on that property.

• II(lllJII In addition to our carlier correspondc:-,ce to you concernin.g
various aspects of this base development, the Assistant' Sccret,zr'/
of Defense (Installations and Logistics) l_:,'.: Ausust approved "Li.e
programming plan for the Tinian base and the US Air Force has
allocated $2£7,000 to pianning and surveys ,or this facility, /.,s
you kno:q, we have been sending various survc:y teams to the island

.since Ju1_/ of this ½,car. In short, once the necessary political,
financial and land agree;::ents have been reached with the t,tarisr, as.
the US Government, including the Department: of Defense, is ccr,,mitcd
to j_roceed with the developmen_ of a base on Tinian consistent _.iL-

the general plan previously revealed.

_,'erecognize fully that obtaining Congressional support and
" approval for the final l-',arianas Agrcc:.,.ent moy be difficult; i;o-ve'v:-,

rest assured that the Defense Department wi',l provide all pos-
sible supporl: including the effort necessary to obtain Congress_c-:_
approval for the acquisition and development of Tinian base co;::.:,i .: .
As we indicated inforr,',ally,our initial briefings on the base co:.c--_
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to Congressional Art,;ed Services Cc,_',:n;ttces ,-,no their staffs
during the n -°' spt.,,ou i'ia 0 on,_ :;t:iT.,,;.-.,r :.:'ere r(:ccived with under-
standing and general support.

_As a related ,,,__r,_ I also would l[['c to tale ti',_s opF..or-
tun ity to rc:af.ilq:: L:efc:nse req,iirc;-,.o_/ts else',..'i,erc in the Tru ....

• - .... _ry d£oi5 uTerritory As stated in Scc_ca_, Richar s le:tcr of

28 t4arch 1973, the bosiz_g rights in tt.e Palaus are man,._ator'/,
in ad..Iit_on to _,_c ;',_,riar,_.:s Tacilit-ics, to outtress our lc, nq-

t " 1- I.._

; range strategic posture in _.... Pacific. Continui_.g strategic
i reviews o;: the Pacific-lndian Oceanarea ur, derscore the long
i term ncce._sil:y to sa',isfy the land reqqire_ents stated in

i Annex D to Title tll of the draft Co;_pact oi" Free Association.

(U) Bcst wishes for },our continued success in these two sets

of di, fficult nego_: ations.

Sincerely,
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