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(STATUS TALES OPEN).
SAIPAN, DEC. 5 (MRS)---THE THIRD ROUND iN THE STATUS

NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE MAR IANAS POLITICAL STATUS COMMISSION,
HEADED BY SENATOR EDWARD DLG, PANGELINAN; AND THE UNITED
STATES DELEGATION CHAIRED BY PRESIDENT NiXON'S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE FOR _-ilCRONESIAN STATUS ._-_EGO!"IATIOL',S_, A__:-3ASSADOR ,
F. HAYDN WILLIAMS, OPENED FORMALLY ON SA!PAN THURSDAY (DEC. 6)
AT THE ROYAL TAGA HOTEL. BOTH SENATOR PANGELINAN AND

.... A#!BASSADOR WILLIAMS MADB OPENING #IA.I"Et,'1BN.TS_............. ............ _,._::.___. ........................ , ......



ABOUT 5Z SPECTATORS ATTE_,DED THE OPENING PLENARY SESSION_ -''_:.......................
INCLUDI_ TRUST TERRITORY HIGH COMMISSIONER EDWARD E. JOHNSTON

AND ME:'_ERS OF HIS CABINET, MARIANA ISLANDS DISTRICT
ADMINISTRATOR FRANCISCO C. ADA AND MEMBERS OF HIS STAFF, MAYOR
VICENTE D. SABLAN OF SAIPAN, AND SEVERAL OTHER DIGNITARIES.

SENATOR PANGELINAN CHAIRED THE MEETING AS THE HOST FOR.
THIS SESSION OF THE T_LKS, BUT HE GAVE AMBASSADOR WILLIAMS THE
COURTESY OF SPEAKI_ FIRST. FOLLOWING THE INTRODUCTION OF ALL
MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN DELEGATION AND EXPRESSIONS OF PLEASURE

AT ONCE AGAIN BEING BACK ON SAIP_N, THE AMBASSADOR MADE THE
FOLLOW I_ REMARKS:

"LAST YEAR WE CAME TO SAIPAN TO BEGIN THESE NEGOTIATIONS.
THIS YEAR WE HAVE COME TO THE MARI_N.%S T'_'ICETO CONTINUE THE

EFFORT. NEXT YEAR, HOPEFULLY, wE WILL RETURN TO FINISH THE JOB.
"AS WE PROCEED, I BELIEVE THAT IT MIGHT BE USEFUL TO REVIEW

WHY WE ARE HERE AND ','HATARE OUR PRINCIPAL OBJEgTIVES. I
BELIEVE THAT IT MIGHT BE HELPFUL TO RE._IEMgER AT THE OUTSET THAT
THE A_'_ERICAN DELEGATION IS HERE AT YOUR INVITATION, AND AS A
DIRECT RESULT OF THE OFT-REPEATED REOUEST OF THE PEOPLE OF THE
NORTHERN MARIANAS, THROUGH THEIR _,IUNICIPAL COUNCILS AND THEIR
DISTRICT LEGISLATURE, FOR SEPARATE NEGOTIATIONS AND A SEPARATE
STATUS. ,,

WE ARE HERE TO PURSUE THE ATTAINMENT OF A FUTURE STATUS
WHICH YOU HAVE AS!_ED FOR---AND THAT IS POLITICAL UNION WITH
THE UNITED STATES.

"WE ARE HERE TO ATTEMPT TO ACCOMODATE THESE EXPRESSED
WISHES WITHIN THE FRAMEWORX OF A CO[,_!!ONWE_LTH AGREEMENT, _,rHICH
WILL PROVIDE FOR MAXIMUM INTERNAL SELF-GOVERNMENT WITHIN THE
CONTEXT OF THE LARGER A[,IE_iC_N POLITICAL SYSTEM.

"WE ARE HERE TO WORK TOWARD UbDERSTANDINGS THAT WILL MEAN
IN THE FUTURE THAT THE NOR.THERN !_.ARI_._'_ASUNDER iTS OwN
CO'r.,'STITUTION_;ILL ELECT ITS OWN EXECUTIVES AND ITS O',,;N
LEG ISL._TURE AND _,!ILLHAVE ITS O'_,NJUDICIARY FOR THE ADMINISTRATION
OF LOCAL JUSTICE.

"w_...._RE HERr TO I!OR_,," ',"_'_LnTHE NARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS
COM[,IISSION TO ENSURE THAT IN THE FUTURE INDIVIDUAL CIVIL RIGHTS
'_]ILLCONTINUE TO BE GU%E_NTEED AND PROTECTED AND THAT THERE WILL
BE EOUAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL.

"'.'E _RE HERE TO FIND _:TAYSTO PRESERVE AND PROTECT YOUR OWN
CULTURAL TRADITIOHS _%ND IDENTITY. UNDER A NE_J STATUS 'TE WISH TO
GIVE THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERN MARIANAS ALSO THE RIGHT TO
BECO_IE 9_[ERICAN CITIZENS IF THEY SO DESIRE.

"',_'EARE HERE TO DISCUSS THE FUTURE ECONOMIC NEEDS OF THE
_:ORTHERN MARIA['IAS, TO REACH AGREE[_ENT ON HOW BEST THE UNITED
STATES CAN ASSIST IN RAISING STANDP_RDS OF LIVIt_G AND HOW BEST
THE UNITEO STATES CAN CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR LONG RANGE GOALS OF

.. ECO NO.,',1i C .SELF- SUFFI C.!.E-NCY.................................................................................................................................
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" "WE ARE HERE TO BRINS= ASSURANCES THAT THE UNITED STATES ...................
INTENDS TO PROVIDE YOUR NEW GOVERNMENT WITH BASIC BUDGETARY

NSUPPORT TO .MEET THE COST OF GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION, EDUCATION,
HEALTH AND OTHER ESSENTIAL PUBLIC SERVICES• LIKEWISE, WE WILL
BE PROPOSING THE EXTENSION OF LONG TERM, LOw INTEREST LOANS
FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, a.ND UNDER THE STATUS '_:HICH YOU HAVE
INI)ICATED IS YOUR, FIRST PREFERENCE, YOU WILL BE ELIGIBLE FOR
A wIDE _'_'_-EOF.. ,_._,_ UNITED STATES FEDERAL PROGRAMS AND SERVICES
RA_I_ FROM DISASTER RELIEF TO "HEAD START" TYPE PROGRA_IS•

"AS WE TAKE UP THESE TALKS IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT AND
CONFORTI>_ TO RE._E'_BER THAT ',_EWILL BE BUILDING ON FOUNDATIONS
AND PRELIMINARY UNDERSTANDINSS REACHED LAST.MAY AND JUNE ABOUT
THE ESSENTIAL POLITICAL NATURE OF THE NEV RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
THE NORTHERN MARIANAS AND THE UNITED STATES. '_'ECAN NOW TURN
FROM _ENERAL PRINCIPLES TO MORE TECHNICAL SPECIFIC AND PRATICAL
CONSIDERATIONS. THIS ',.TILLINVOLVE A REVIE?! OF SOME RE>IAININ_
POLITICAL STATUS 9UESTIONS OF A LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL NATURE,
A DEEPER AND FULLER EXPLORATION OF ECONO!_IC NEEDS AND SUPPORT
REPUIREHENTS9 AND A FURTHER DISCUSSION OF LAND _UESTIONS INCLUDING
THE DISPOSITION OF PUBLIC LAND, LA_ ALIENATION AND THE
SATISFACTION OF UNITED STATES LAND REQUIRE_,!ENTS.

"',!Et,._ILL ALSO _E c, ,- ...._U=GESTI{_ THAT =,O',IE 0 r OU_, TIME OVER THE
NEXT TI,:O ',:EE,'.(S BE. SPENT ON THE SUBJECT OF TRANSITION. IF THE
_RTHERN MARIANAS _RE TO /fiOVEFORt'ARD TOt_ARD A Z_E'_!STATUS
PROGRESSIVELY A_D IN A TIMELY WAY, IT IS I_PORTANT TO BESIN
PLANNI_ NOW. THE UNITED STATES IS PREPARED TO EXPLORE t,IITH
YOU IN DETAIL HOW IT CAN APPROPRIATELY ASSIST IN THIS EFFORT.
IT IS OUR ASSUMPTION THAT UNITED STATES FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
',_ILL._mE NECESSAR'Y FOR BOTH THE PLANNI._,_ a.,_^_'nINPLEMENTATION
STAGES OF YOUR MAJOR STEPS TOvARD FULL SELF-C-OVERN{'!ENT AND WE
EXPECT TO DISCUSS ',.'ITHYOU IN THESE TALKS THE CHARACTER AND
LEVEL OF OUR SUPPORT.

"AS t"E OPEN THESE TALKS _.:'E_RE CONFIDENT THAT FURTHER
'-', WE AREPROGRESS '_'ILLBE MAD ? IN THE DAYS IM_,EDIATELY a'_-^_•.[_f._ •

HERE AS FRIENDS AND !NOT AS ADVERSARIES. _'E SHARE IN COMMON
A GREAT CHALLmN_E. A GRV _-_ OPPORTUNITY TO FASH!O_' A NE',_AND
LASTI_-_S POLITICAL RELAT!O;._.._,IPBET',,;EENTHE. ''n....._"
A_ID THE UNITED STx_.S--ONE :,'HICH :.,'ILL.SERVE THE BEST INTERESTS
OF YOUR PEOPLE A_D ONE THAT '.'ILLEE ENTERED I;ITO FREELY AS A
TRUE EXPRESSION OT THEIR RIGHT OF SELF-DETER_.II_IATION.

"IN CONCLUSIO_.I, LET _E SAY THAT WE APPRECIATE THAT OUR
V •TALKS HAVE BEEN ..',IAR,.,EDSY GOOD ',YlLLAND UNINTERRUPTED PROGRESS

WE LOOy FOR',..'ARDTO FURTHER STEADY ADVANCE_IENT TOWARD OUR

ULTIMATE OBJECTIVE, YET THE U'IITED ST._TES RECOGNIZES THAT THE
PACE Of" OUR NEGOTIATIONS MUST BE SET ESSENTIALLY BY THE PEOPLE
OF THE _ORTHERN .,,_.RiANASAND THEIR LEADERS•

"FINALLY, IN CLO °_''o.,_:v_,i BRING, TO YOU. ALL GREETINGS AND
BEST ;,_!SHES FROM YOUR nAN, FRIENDS IN THE UNITED STATES IN BOTH
OUR EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT.,"



t

....... SENATOR PANGELINAN THEN PRESENTED HIS PREPARED, OPENING ........
STATE_.dENT, AFTER INTRODUCING THE MEMBERS OF HIS DELEGATION. THE
SENATOR SAID:

"THE MEMBERS OF THE CO%'MISSION ARE PROUD OF THE PROGRESS
',_HICHTHE TWO DELEGATIONS HAVE MADE IN O_.%Y A SI_LE YEAR. THE

JOINT COMMUNIO, UE OF LAST JUNE 4, 1973--REFLECTI_X_ THREE WEEKS OF
INTENSIVE NEGOiIA:IO_,_S--HAS PROVIDED A CLENR AND SOLID
FOUNDATION FOR OUR FURTHER _Da_IBERATIONS. SPEAKING FOR- THE
CO_,_L,IISSIONAND THE PEOPLE OF THE MARIANAS9 I AN CONFIDENT
THAT THIS THIRD SESSION OF OUR NEGOTIATIONS '_'ILLSHOb' EVEN
GREATER PROGRESS TOt,_AP,D OUR MUTUAL GOAL--A SECURE AND ENDURI,NG-
PLACE IN THE AMERIC. N POLITICAL FAMILY FOR THE PEOPLE OF
THE MAR!ANAS.

"SINCE THE BEGINN!._ OF THESE, NEGOTIATIONS, THE MEI,,IBERS
OF THE COb!MISSION HAVE BEEN IN CONSTANT COMF!UNiCATION WITH THE
PEOPLE OF THE MARIANAS. WE ARE WELL A',,'ARETHAT THESE NEIOOTIATIONS
WILL SERVE NO USEFUL PURPOSE UNLESS THE STATUS AGRE_.nENT 4HICH
WE NEGOTIATE IS APPROVED BY THE MARIANAS DISTRICT LEGISLATURE
AND THE PEOPLE IN A REFERENDUm'!. WE ARE CONFIDENT

N'THAT THE PEOPLE OF THE MARIA AS SUPPORT THE TENTATIVE AGREE_IENTS WHICH
WE HAVE ALREADY M D- "_._A'E. OUR :.:OSTRECENT PL_LIC DISCUSSION WITH
THE PEOPLE WAS ONLY THREE DAYS AGO, WHEN THE COMMISSION MET WITH
THE PEOPLE OF TINI_N FOR A FLq_L AND FRA_ :,.DISCUSSION OF THESE
NEGOTIATIONS AND THE U.S. PROPOSALS REGARDING LAND ON TINIAN.
AFTER THESE NEGOTIATIO'NS ARE CONCLUDED, THE CON_,IISSION PLANS TO
UNDERTA_(E A SERIES OF SIMILAR i_IEETINGS IN THE VARIOUS MUNICIPALITIES
AND VILLAGES OF THE HARIANAS.

"AS BEFORE, ,_:UCHk!OR_ HAS BEEN UNDERTAKEN IN PREPARATION
FOR THESE NEGOTIATIONS. SO:_E OF THIS WOR!< HAS BEEN HELPED .qY
THE MEETINGS IN ',!ASH..:_TON O_ 1"HE JOINT _:!ORKI,'_ GROUPS
ESTA_L!SHED BY THE PARTIES PURSUANT TO THE TER_S OF THE jOINT
CO"I'IUNT._;IE OF LAST JIJ[q_ _.. _.S "'_"......... .,_ GET CLOSER TO SPECIFIC

FIN,,L A_RcEM_NTS, WE BELIEVE _HAT THESE "ORKING GROUPS WILL
EECOME EVEN MORE IMPORTANT. INADDITION, THE NE_!BERS OF
THE CO,"]_.!ISSION HAVE _=rv'_ ,.,_,..T± ;_ CONTINOUSLY FOR THE PAST
TEN DAYS IN PREPARATION FOR THE SESSION.

"ONE DEVELOPMENT OF SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE SINCE OUR LAST
SESSION IS THE U.S. °OL!CY STATE._.ENT ON THE RETURN OF PUBLIC
LANDS. ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE, THE COH!'iiSSION I,,_ISHESTO
CO:_,,END THE UNITED STATES FOR TSSUI_ THIS STATE_'IENT AND
PROMiSI_S. TO HONOR ITS I_O'v_i_,o-o,_''_'_nlNS_,_CO_I:!ITMENTS TO RETURN
THE PUBLIC LANDS TO THE PEOPLE OF H.ICRONESIA. THE COMMISSION
WILL MAEE A PROPOSAL DURIb_? THES NEGOTIATIONS AIMED AT
ACHIEVIN_ THE PROMPT TRANSFER OF PIf_LIC LANDS IN THE MARIANAS TO
THE PEOPLE. IN SOME RESPECTS, WE WILL NEED THE ASSISTANCE

l'_ . ° k ,OF THE U.S. DELEGATION I": ?HIS PROJECT A.D _,_EHOPE THAT THE
UNITED STATES WILL AID OUR EFFORTS TO I_,!PLEHENT THE U.S.

STATEMENT OF POLICY ON THIS IhPOR_ANT SUBJECT° ._. .... , .....
?



"OUR AGEt_3A FOR THIS SESSION t_ILL INCLUDE THAT FAMILIAR ...............................
QUARTET OF TOPICS--POLITICAL STATUS, FINANCIAL SUPPORT, LAND
AND MILITARY NE__DS, AND TRANSITION. ON SOME OF THESE SUBJECTS,
THE CO._.HISSION HAS PROPOSALS: ON OTHERS WE EXPECT THAT THE
UNITED STATES WILL TAKE THE INITIATIVE IN SUBMITTING PROPOSALS
OR RESPONSES TO POSITIONS PREVIOUSLY ADVANCED _Y THE COHMISSION.
WHICHEVER IS THE CASE, THE COF.,HISSION IS COMMITTED, AS ALWAYS,
TO FREE AND OPEN DISCUSSION AIMED AT MA_KING AS MUCH PROGRESS
AS IS POSSIBLE IN THE VERY SHORT TIME--TWO _:_EEKS--,WHICH WE
HAVE AVAILABLE FOR. THIS SESSION. WHERE SPECIFIC AGREEMEN'rS
ARE POSSIBLE, THE CO:,._!SSION IS PREPARED TO TRY TO ARRIVE AT
THEM. I,_HERE COMPLICATED SUBJECTS ARE INVOLVED AND THE NECESSARY
STAFF ',lOREHAS NOT BEEN DONE: IT MAY BE _,rlSETO SETTLE FOR
MORE GENERAL AGREE_,_E,*_TSAND A JOINT DETERMINATION TO WORK
TOGETHER DURING THE RECESS SO THAT wE CAN MAKE FURTHER PROGRESS

N_=OTIATIONS.AT OUR NEXT SESSION 07 to"
"b/HATEVER THE OUTCOME OF OUR DISCUSSIONS OF SPECIFIC

ISSUES, YOU CAN REST ASSURED THAT THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION
REMAIN FIRM IN THEIR CONVICTION THAT _IE ARE ENGAGED IN AN
HISTORIC JOINT VENTURE. LET THERE BE NO DOUBT IN YOUR MINDS
REGARDING THE ENTHUSIASM ',!ITH':;HICHTHE PEOPLE OF THE MARIANAS
FACE THEIR FUTURE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UHITED STATES. At_ IT
IS ','/ITHTHAT _=P!RIT--!_R. AMBASSADOR--THAT b/E ',_ELCO['!EYOU HERE
TODAY _ND LOOK FORWARD TO THESE NEGOTIATIONS. .- ....

FOLLOWIP3 A LUNCHEON AT THE HOTEL, THE TWO DELEGATIONS
ID_MEDIATELY D'_OVED INTO AN AFTERNOON ',,,'OR_rl_'_SESSION AT THE
t,'.,UNICIPALCOUNCIL CHAb_.BERS IH CHALAN KA,'_OA. THE TAL_S ARE
EXPECTED TO CONCLUDE ON OR _,EFORE WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19. , _.j


