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SAIPANe DECEMBE_ 12 {MN$)--AT MIDPOINT IN THE
$TATU_ NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE MARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS

C[;MMIS$10N AND THE U,5, DELEGATIOw SENATOR EDWARD DLG,
FANGELINANp CHAIRMAN OF THE MARIANAS GROUP AND AMBASSADOR

FRANKLIN HAYDN _ILLIAMS_ P_E$IUENT NIXONVS PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE TU THE MCRONSIAN STATUS NEGOTIATIONS

RELEASED A JOIN? STATEMENT WEONESOAYp (DEC, 12}, THE
FOLLOWING IS THE COMPLETE TEXT OF THE STATEMENT|

v, Ir4E CHAIRMAN OF THE MARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS
COMMIS@ION AND THE MEAD OF THE U,$, DELEGATION NOTED wITH

SATISFACTION TODAY THAT SINCE THE MARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS

NEGOTIATIO S _E?UMEO LAST THURSDAY STEADY AND SUBSTANTIAL

PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE, THE _OAL OF THE PRESENT TALKS 18 TO
EXPLOk£ IN MORE uETAIL SPECIFIC ISSUE@ ARISING UNDER EACH

OF THE MAJOR AGENDA HEADING@ ON WHICH PRELIMINARY

UNDERSTANDINGS WERE REACHED LAST MAY-JUNE--NAMELYp

CONSTITUIONAL AND LEGAL ARRANGEMENT?w ECONOMIC@ AND FINANCEw
LANDw AN_ TRANSITION--AND TO REACH FURTHER TENTATIVE AGREEMENT

ON AS MANY UP THESE ISSUES AS TIME PERMITS,
"51NEE LAST THURSDAY THERE HAVE BEEN SEVERAL WORKING

SESSIUNS OF THE FULL DELEGATIONS AND OF SUBCOMMITTEES

REPkE3tNTING THEM TO EXPLORE SOME OF THE MORE TECHNICAL

ASPECTS OF THE ISSUE@ BEING CUNSIDEREO, THE TwO IDES
HAVE A_RIVEU AT AGREEMENT@ IN PRINCIPLE ON QUESTIONS RELATING

TO ThE RIGHT UF LOCAL SELF-bOVERNMENT w A GENERALIZED

APPROACH TO THE APPLICTIUN OF U,$, LA_S IN THE MARIANA?e

AS WELL AS CUSTMSp EXCISE AND INCOME TAXATION, AL$Os THE
U,S, AND THE MARIANAS PILITICAL STATUS COMMISSION HAVE
REAEHEP _ENERAL AGREEMENT DN THE _OROING OF A CLAUSE IN
IF_E ULIIMATE STATUS I_STRUMENT PROVIOING THAI THE PEOPLE
OF THE MARIANAS WILL _ECOME U_@w CITIZENS OR U,S, NATIONALS
A@ T_EY MAY DESIRE= THE SPECIFIC AGREEMENTS REACHED ON THESE
ANC THE OT_ER TOPIC@ TO BE DISCUSSED IN THE NEGOTIATIONS WILL
dE SET FORTH IN A JOINT COMMUNIQUE rO BE RELEASED AT THE CLOSE
OF THI_ SESSION OF THE TALKS_

" lhE UELEGAT_UNS ARE PRESENTLY DISCUSSING THE FUNDING AND
LNITIATIUN OF A _E_IE5 OF TRANSITIONAL STUDIES AND STEPS BY

_HIC_ T,E NORTHERN MARIANAS WILL, FOLLOWING THE SIGNING OF A

STATU_ AGREEMENTp PREPARE OF A NEw GOVERNMENTIS SMOOTM_
U_DkRLY ASSU_PIIUN OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR LOCAL AFFAIRS PURSUANT

TO A CONSTITbTIUN TO dE FRAMED AND AOOPTED LOCALLY,
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"Erie CMAIRME_ UF THE T*O DELEGATION@ ANTICIPATE THAT LATER

THIS _EK T,EIR OELEGATION$ wILL CONSIUER IN MORE SPECIFIC
TERM@ THAN THEY HAVE PREVIOUSLY ATTEMPTED THE FUTURE ECONOMIC

AN[} FIhANCIAL RELATION@MIP _ET_EEN THE NORTHERN MARIANAS AND

TH_ UNITEO STATE_ AND A NUMbEROF REMAINING QUESTION@ RELATING

TO LANO,
"Tnc CHAIRMEN EMPHASIZED THAT THE PACE ANO MOMENTUM OF

THk TAL_$ TO UAT_ .AVE MEI THEIR EXPECTATIONS, THEY NOTED
THAT WHILE THE UELEGATIONS ARE EXCHANGING A GREAT DEAL OF

INFORMATION UN CtIMPLIAT_O MATTERS R_QUIRING MUCH $TUOYe
,EFL_CrlUN, AND OI_CUSSION, THE N_GOTIATION@ ARE PROCEEDING

LFFICI_NTLY AN_ HARMONIOUSLY,"

(COMMUNICATIUN$ PROGRESS)

SA_PANe O_CEMbER 12 (MN$}---TRU$1TRRITORY COMMUNICATION

TECHNICIANS HAVE COMPLETE|} IH_ INSTALLATION OF NEW VOICE

COMMUNICATION5 EJUIPMENT iN THE PALAU DISTRICT CENTER OF

_OROH. thE NE_ EQUIPMENT _cNT INTO _ERVICE FOR THE FIRST

TIME aEDNESDAY MOWNING (DEC, 1_)p ACCORDING TO ELECTRICAL
MAINT_NANCE BRANCH _ANAGER RAY WISEMAN OF THE TT COMMUNICATION

UiVIGIUN,

"_c VOICE {_UALITY OF COMMUNICATIONS WITH PALAU @MOULD

_E MUCH IMPROV_O, AT L_AS[ TO THE LEVEL OF THE OTHER DI@TRICT,"

_I@EMAN bAIU. iiE NDTEU THAT PALAU IS THE LAST OF THE SIX

DISTRIET_ TU RECEIVE THE NE_ EQUIPMENT, IT I$ NOw POSSIBLE

T[) TALK _ITH ANY (}FTt_E oI_TRICT$ FROMANY OF THE OTHER

DISTRICTS _Y TELEPHONE SYSTEM, A OEFINITE MPROVEMENT OVER THE

SHUnt wAVE RADIO SYSTEM THAT was IN U_E EXCLUSIVELY UNTIL A

FEb YEARS AGO.
_EMAN ALSU 5AID THAT CONSTRUCTION OF THE NE_

CAMPUN_CATION$ _UILQING IN KOROR IS UNDER WAY_ WITH COMPLETION

EXPECTED IN A_OUT 51X MON_M@, IT wAS UECIDED TO IN@TALL THE
NEW VOICE COMMUNICATION AM_AU OF TIME TO GIVE THE DISTRICT

THE _NEFIT OF T_E IMPROV_U _ACILITIt@,
IN A_OTHER Oc_kLUPMENT THAT _ILL BRING THE ISLANDS OF

T_E T_UST TERRITORY CLOSER TO@ETHER THROUGH MODERN

C()hMUNICAIION_ _ THE DIVISION SAID THiS wEEK IT WILL UNDERTAKE

A SUrVeY IN JANUARY OF THE FEASIdILITY_ C05T5_ AND EQUIPMENT
_EE_EO Tu PROvIUE A VOICE-TELETYP_ COMMUNICATION@ CIRCUIT
_T_EE_ THE PONAPE DI_TR_C_ CCNTER ANO THE ISLAND KUSAIE,
PR_ENTLY _U_AI_ wIT_ A _UPULATION OF ABOUT 5_0_0_ MUST

MAAE OU wIIH A _INGLE 5[Dk-HANO RADIO. THEY HAVE NEITHER
TrLi..P_UNE NO_ TeLeTYPe COMMUNICATIONS _ITM TH_ REST OF THE

TT,
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