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AME- i WILLIAMS' RESPONSE REGARDING PRIVATE LAND SITUATION IR MARTANAG

Talking Points

- During our Phase I discussion, you raised several questions concerninp
privéte land survey and adjudication.

= Your maiﬁ point was you do not want new government burdened with thia
type 6f work - I agree fully.

- Would say here tha§ accelerated public land survey and adjudication pre rrams
promulgated along with U.S. policy paper on return of public lands = will moct
likely coincid§ with Phase I -~ but work will actually begin as soon Aas fumding
is fiﬁally approved by U.S. Congress and contracts have been let.

- Although land survey and adjudication question is fully an admintatrative
matter of TTPI « I vill attempt to be Jjust as responsive as possible to yeur
. question.

« The information that I have, however, has always been available at_bnth
headquarters and Marianas district lands an@ survey offices,

= Survey and adjudication work - generally called land cadanter work - hea
been going on in TT for several years = not always sucessful,

« At Headquarters - administrative respohsibiliﬁy 1{en with chiaf af 1ania
and surveys - at district level - this is work of land commission vhich rere!ves
personnel support from land management office. |

--ForAFY.19TS - operating budget for these two offices 18 anproximately
$330,000. = This FY 1975 has not been reduced from past levels bacauae nf
accelerated public land program.

- For FY 1975 and 1976, $330,000 figure not truly reflective of cadnntar

operation budget for Marianas - because of accelerated publie land program t-

vhich my government is committed.



As I have mentioned = accelerated land survey and sdJudicstion_pronrnm
in the Marianas will -
| ~= Provide approximately $1.6 million

== be contracted out by TTPI.

== will provide an increased survey capability and allov present
land commission survey teams to concentrate completely on pfivate land,

-- of the $1.6 million. $230,000 specifically earmarked for expanrirn
of present adjudication effort - thus $230,000 direct assistance to same hert:
(lend commission) which makes administrative adJudicstion for private land,

= In edditicn' on the important question of survey, the accelerated publie
land progrsm can substantially assist in the private land situation in the
following vsys - A

- the contiguous or peripheral boundsries of the public land wilt! te
identified. Thus = periphery of private lsnd will also be determined - thir
will speed up vork ‘of district survey machinery which vill be working only on

privste lend._
_: - This alone will clesr up most outstsnding cleims once it 18 adiuits

cated, Also. will clear up the homestad clsims.lu'm

- Photogrammetry system will be used - this involves placement of rral)
film sensitive panels on the claimed boundaries of public iand - airplane vrcords
these panels - experts and adjudication authorities study master map = detmrmine
axact meets.snd bounds of public land.

e~ TTPI imforms us private claiments may also panel their claimed 1rnd -a

they can get panels free of charge and put them on their claimed boundary.

a- After master map is made - privste clsimants msy go before adindirat{ing

| enthority and present their best evidence as to their claims - g determinnticon

will be msde - adjudication authority will also hawe seen substantinlly sxprnded

as I hewe'hentioned.-
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s=s In order for this to be effective for private claimants, A
_public information effort explaining over radio and throush
printed material is neeessery.

wwe TTPI stands ready to make its facilities and perasonnel avnlls
able for this public information effort. |

-~bii would suggest MPSC - as leaders of Marianas aml because you are

" eoncerned = to involve yourselves in this publie information effort,

« With regard to claims between two private land owners not involving
public land - or surveys needed before title to uncontested private proverty

can be passed from one private owner to enother - mey T suggest the methor

uned in Guem end the U S.

‘f--- A private land owner simply pays for his own survey work nnd

| for his agent to present eny evidenee before the title adindf-
ﬁ, cation authority. | ‘

;{..- We consider this a proper charge ineident to tranafer of vrivntn
::;.. v.8. delegation feels these cOmmenta and vieva will be helpful

| to you in essisting as you see. fit vour pﬂowle. Apaing noint anh

"°?gtnax this is sn sdministiative matter of TTPI,
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