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(POLICY ON MARIANAS LAND CLARIFIED)
SA!PAN_ DEC° 189 (MNS)_L-_D.UST TERRITORY HIGH

COMMISSIONER EDWARD E. JOHNSTON HAS ISSUFX) A POLICY

STATEMENT ON MARIANAS LAND_ IN ORDER TO CLEAR UP SOME
CONFUSION THAT HAS EXISTED CONCERN!K_ PRESENT POLICY ON •
THE LEASIN3 OF PUBLIC LAND AS IT RELATES TO THE CLq_RENT
ST_.TIJ£ I_F__ OT IATI OK1_ ........
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TEE THREE-P_RT STATEMENT GIVES THE BACKGROUhD9
DISCUSSES THE REASONS FOR EXERCISI_S CARE IN TIIELEASING
OF PUBLIC LAND WHILE THE STATUS TAL}(S ARE IN PROGRESS,
AND DE#&S SPECIFICALLY WITH THE HONESTEADINS PROGRAM ON
THE ISLAND OF TINIAN°

HERE IS THE TEXT OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER°S STATEMENT:

"I) AS LONG AGO _S DECEMBER_ 197_9 THE N_J_IANAS POLITICAL
STATUS CO_,IISSION (r_PSC) REOUESTED OFFICI_&LY THAT A._._BASSADOR
WILLIAMS SHOULD JOIN WITH THEH iN RE_,UESTI_S THE HIGH CO_4HISSIONER
TO CONSULT _ITH THE _._PSCON A[qY AND ALL LEASES OF PUBLIC LANDS IN
THE _qARIANA ISLANDS DISTRICT BEFORE SUCH LEASES WFRE GRANTED.

"AFTER SEVERAL DISCUSSIONS INVOLVI_fG _NBASSADOR kvlLLIANS9 THE
DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF TERRITORIAL AFFAIRS A_D THE HIGH
OOM[,]ISSIONER_ ANBASS/:DOR WILLIA,qS ASSURED THE [qPSC IN APRIL9 1973,
THAT °,.oTHE HIGH CO[,iNISSIONER_dOULD CERTAINLY GIVE FULL HEIGHT
TO THE COUNSEL OF THE N_IANAS DELEGATION IN ANY PARTICULAR
TRANSACT ION °"

_SUBSEOUENTLY_ THE TRUST TERRITORY ADNINISTRATION_ IN
COMPLI_:NCE WITH A REQUEST FRO_4 BOTH THE _,]PSCAND THE U_ITF/) STATES
GOVERN[:IENT_ ADOPTED THE FOLLOHi_3 POLICY_ HHICH I _ISH TO REAFFIRM9
REGARDinG PUBLIC LA_9 IN THE _'i_RIANAS_

_DURIE_ THE #oCT"_'v ........V_PERIOD OF NE_OTiAT _'_,_cTHERE WILL BE NO
LEASES OF PLIOLIC LANDS WITHOUT COh_SULT;_TION L_ITH THE NPSCo _'

_2) IN VIE['_OF THE EXPRESSED DISIRES OF THE _-I_,R_,,:.L,SPOLITICAL
STATUS CO[JN!SSION A[,_DTHE PLNIN LO_.IC OF AVO!D!h'3 _I'JYSPECULATIVE
LAt_ T_ANS.£CTIONS WHICH HIGHT WORK _GAi_]ST THE BEST I_TERESTS

• Th,-_M_R!A[','AiSLA_DS_ SEVER#I° _jONTHSOF ANY FUTURE GOVERN[.]ENTOF '_" "°
#._0 I g_DV_SED THE DISTRICT AD[_INISTRATO.q OF THE NLRIANAS THAT NO
LE_SES OF PUBLIC LAh'D TO EITEI_R CITIZE_g OR _]O_-CiT!ZE[qSOF THE
N_RIANAS SHOULD BE GR,_,_TED_:_iTHOUTCONFERRIng3 WiTH SENATOR
PANOELiN_N AS CHAIR_4AN OF THE [.]PSCoTO T_._BEST OF NY KNOdLEDGE
THIS POLICY HAS BEEN FOLLOWED A_._DWII__!.CO_T_'NI]>]TO BE FOLLOh_o

3) WITH REG_!RD TO TIG HO_.,,_;_T_.KDI_ , ,,,_._tV.l ON TINIAN_ THE
TRUST T_.RRIIORY _OVER_[.]ENT_ I'_ITH,THE FULL ¢.O_,,,L,..,,I._,,.,EOF hI._ASSADOR
WiLLIANS_ DETERNINiZD THAT IT WOULD NOT BE IN THE BEST I_JT_ESTS OF
THE FUTURE OF T}_E _]ARIAN_ ISLANDS TO GR:I_T ANY .._,,_r_"HOMESTEAD PERMITS
05]THE ISLAND OF TIN:._.NAFTF_ _.]AY8_ 1973_ W,_!CH UAS THE DATE ON

""__'_ 'fllLLIUHICH A_-_,_°_-oDOR _'UJSAND HIS Di__EG#,TIOh_ REVEPLED PL,_LICLY THE
UNITED STATES DESIRES FOR L_._D _ICQUIS!TIOi'_ON TINIANo

_TWO POI_TS ARE OF _REAT i?qPO,_TA_CEli_RELATYON TO THIS HATTER
OF TIN!_M EO_/ZSTE/_DIX3°oFI_ST_ THAT _A_SACTiOh'S !,IHICH_'_EREIN
PROCESS PRIOR TO THE CUTOFF DATE OF N£Y 8_ _97_5.oviL!, CO_!T!_'_UETO BE

T__AT THiS IS P_2}_Y f_ TE[_PG_'_°v SITUATION TOPXOCESSED_ AND S.CO_,D_ .,.,-
RENr_O IN EFFECT ,'"_'..,____,_160TIATiONS £RE ACT_%J_LY Ui.DE_t.V_YBETVEEN THE




