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AIPANI, DEc. 26 (MNS)---!N THE ,:lAKE OF A PUBLIC NEt, S . " p
ASE FROM MARIANAS C.O_._RESSMAN FELIPE Q. ATALIG LATE _Ptp_a....o

WEE}(1CONCERNINS A DISCUSSION BETWEEN Hit,]AND U.S. DEPUTY " --
ESENTATIVE FOR _ICRONESIAN STATUS NEGOTIATION dANES
ILSON;_ JR, THE OFFICE OF _ICRONESIAN STATUS NESOTIATION

HAS RELEASED THE CONTENTS OF A LETTER WRITTEN TO REPRESENTATIVE

.. A'rALIG BY'WILSON ...............- . ............-................-.................. . ,....................



--/'_, "THE LETTER '.#ASi4RITTEN BEFORE COD_RES_AN ATALIG MADE ............................
THE ISSUE PUBLIC, ACCORDING TO STATUS LIAISON OFFICER MARY VANCE
TRENT. IT IS BEIN_ RELEASED NOH BECAUSE THE CO.'_3RESS_,I.ANCHOSE
TO MA_(E THE LETTER HE '#ROTE TO WILSON, OON_,_._,._r_'NI_,_e-DIFFERENCES
BETWEEN THE TWO MEN THAT AROSE OUT OF A CONVERSATIOH AT SAIPAN'S
ROYAL TArA HOTEL TUESDAY EVENI_, DECEi_BER IS, A MATTF_R OF
PUBLIC RECORD. MISS TRENT INDICATED WILSON HAD NO DESIRE TO
PERPETUATE ANY AR_U_._ENT, BUT SIMPLY WISHED TO CLARIFY DIFFERENCES

OF OPINION WHICH EXIST OVER WHAT WAS SAID DURING THE _ONSERVATION--
"_ THE WILSON LETTER STAT_S: _-m_-#__W._,_ ._._&_'_-e-_j_c.._u-_7_-.

" MY RECOLLECTION OF THAT_PARTICULARS,UAND I AM 0ISTRESSED THAT
YOU SEEM iTO HAVE TA;{EN CERTAIN REMARKS PERSONALLY. THEY WERE
NOT SO INTENDED.

"ON THE SUBJECT OF-HOMESTEaD, S ON TINIAN, I BELIEVE I MADE
THE POINT THAT THERE WERE BY OUR INFORMATION _3 AGRICULTURAL
AND 15 VILLAGE HOMESTEAD APPLICATIONS OUTSTANDI_ AS OF THE
END,_APRIL. OF THE $3, WE WERE ADVISED BY TRUST TERRITORY
OFFICIALS IN SAIPAN THAT ONLY A VERY rE4 OF THE APPLICATIONS

SPECIFIED THE LAND AREAS DESIRED BY THE APPLICANTS, THUS
MAKING IT IMPOSSIBLE TO PROCESS THEM. THERE _!AS_ TO MY
KNOWLEDGE, NO INTIMATION THAT THERE WF_RE E3 APPLICANTS !4HO
WERE DENIED PUBLIC LANDS BECAUSE THEY HAD FAILED TO IMPROVE
THEIR HO;I_ESTEAD LOTS.

"WITH REGARD TO THE LATTER PART OF THE CONSERVATION, I
BELIEVE I OBSERVED IN RESPONSE TO YOUR REMARKS THAT THE U.S.

DELEGATION WAS IN SAIPA_' AT THE REQUEST OF THE MARIANAS , WHO
HAD ASKED THAT WE DISCUSS THE MEANS BY WHICH THEY COULD BECOME

MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN POLITICAL FAMILY. YOU MADE CLEAR THAT
YOU DID NOT WISH TO BECOME SUCH A MEMBER.

" _ 7_1 T, T P* ..I AC_(_,O_4,EDuED THAT THERE UERE CERTAI[_LY SO_,;ELIKE YOU
WHO DID NOT WISH TO DO SO_ BUT POINTED OUT THAT IT I)OULD BE
DIFFICULT IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE TO CARRY ON DISCUSSIONS ON FUTURE
STATUS UNLESS BOTH SIDES ASREED THAT MENBLRSH!P IN THE FAMILY
WAS THE CO_MON GOAL. IF ANYONE FELT OTHERWISE HE HAD NO
BUSINESS ITHERE AND SHOULD GET OUT--NOT OF THE ISLANDS, OF COURSE,
BUT OF THE TALKS.

"IF Y0U UNDERSTOOD THESE RE_,_,ARKSOTHERWISE, PLEASE ACCEPT
MY APOLOGIES. THEY WERE NOT MEANT PERSONALLY. CLEARLY NO ONE
WOULD EVER WANT TO SUGGEST THAT YOU SHOULD LEAVE YOUR OWN

ISLAND. liT WAS AT THAT POINT THAT I WAS SUMMONED A',;AYAND SO WE
HAD NO OPPORTUNITY TO CLARIFY _4ATTERS.

"PERH_APS OUR DIFFICULTY IS ONE OF COMMUNICATION AND A NEED
TO BE MO_RE SENSITIVE TO EACH OTHER'S SENS!BILITIES. CERTAI_,Y

WE SHOULID BE ABLE TO CONTINUE DISCUSSIONS SUCH AS THESE
UNDER CA'LMER CIRCUMSTANCES AND I TOOK FORWARD TO DOING SO
AT THE EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY."

WILSO_N'S LETTER CONCLUDED BY WISHI_ CONGRESSMAN ATALIG
BEST WISHES FOR THE CHRISTS_AS SEASON.

ATALIG, WHO REPRESENTS THE ISLAND OF TINIAN IN THE
CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA, EN3AGED IN THE DISPUTED CONSERVATION
WITH wILSON AT THE HOTEL FOLLONI_._= A RECEPTION GIVEN FOR
MEMBERSIOF THE TWO STATUS NEGOTIATION DELEGATIONS. THE THIRD
ROUND OF_ MARIANAS STATUS TALKS CONCLUDED LAST t.IEEKON SAIPAN,
AND WILSON WAS ON HIS _IAY BACK TO WASHI:'_TON BY THE TI_E THE [

iN.= THECONTENT OF THE COngRESSMAN'S LETTER TO HIM REGARD" _-
CONSERVATION _._AS MADE PUBLIC.

•(MORTON SENDS GREETINGS) .......;:.........................................O_-_'e_5_._!,_.........


