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PROGRAM: POLITICAL EDUCATIONOF,THEAIR

#3 ,o, INDEPENDENCE
\ ,%_ _ .

THEMEI F._._DS THEN FADE UNDER,

ANNOUNCER: THIS PROGRAM,POLITICALEDUCATIONOF THE AIR, IS A PUBLIC

SERVICE PRESENTATIONOF HEADQUARTERSDEPARTMENTOF PUBLIC

AFFAIRS, THE SERIES IS DESIGNEDTO HELP BRING ABOUT AN

AWARENESSOF THE VARIOUSPOLITICALALTERNATIVESAVAILABLE

TO THE PEOPLEOF.MICRONESIA,

THE TRUST TERRITORYGOVERN_IIENTTAI<]_SNO SIDES IN THE

POLITICALISSUESON THE FUTUREOF MICRONESIA, ITS TASK

IS SIMPLYTO PRESENTTHE ISSUESAS THEY ARE, NOT TO

INTERPRETTHEM OR DP_,WANY CONCLUSIONSFROM THEM,

, ,

THEME: BRING UP FOR FIVE SECONDSTHEN FADE UNDER AND OUT,

NARRATOR: TODAY WE WILL LOOK INTOTHE IDEA OF INDEPENDENCEAS A

POLITICALCHOICE FOR MICRONESIA, UNDER THE TRUSTEESHIP

AGRE=JViENT,THE UNITED STATES IS RESPONSIBLEFOR PROM_)TING

THE DEVELOPMENTOF THE PEOPLESOF MICRONESIATOWARD SELF-

GOVERNMENTOR INDEPENDENCEAS MAY BE APPROPRIATETO THE

PARTICULARCIRCUMSTANCESOF MICRONESIAAND THE MICRONESIAN

PEOPLE, EITHERALTERNATIVEMUST REFLECTTHE FREEI_YEXPRESSED

WISHES OF THE PEOPLECONCERNED,

WHILE RECOGNIZINGTHAT INDEPENDENCEWAS A POSSIBLEALTERNA-

TIVE, THE JOI_FFC_PIITTEEON FLFPJRESTATUSRECO_PENDEDTO

CONGRESSOF MICRONESIAIN JULY, 1%9, THAT IT BE

CONSIDEREDBY MICRONESIANSONLY IN THE EVENT THAT FREE



(CONT)
N_ARRATOR':ASSOCIATIONWITHTHEUNITEDSTATESWERENOTPOSSIBLE,

INTHECURRENTSERIESOF NEGOTIATI@JSTHE REPRESENTATIVES

OF TIE CONGRESSOF MICRONESIAHAVENOWBEEN INSTRUCTEDBY

THE CONGRESSTO NEGOTIATEAN INDEPENDENCEALTERNATIVEALONG

WITHTHE COMPACTOF FREEASSOCIATION,

DURINGTHE FIRSTFIVEROUNDSOF NEGOTIATIONS,THE DISCUSSIONS

BETWEENU,S,REPRESENTATIVESAND THE JOINTCOMMITTEEON FUTURE

STATUSWERELIMITEDTO THE DEVELOPMENTOF A COMPACTOF FREE

ASSOCIATION_AND ALL OF THESEROUNDSOF NEGOTIATIONSWERE

DIRECTEDTOWARDTHATEND,

'^_HENTHE JOINTCOMMITTEEON FUTURESTATUSMET'_TH U,S,
i

REPRESENTATIVESAT BARBERSPOINT_HAWAIIFORTHE SIXTHROUND
l + '

OF TALKS_ITSMEMBERSASKEDTHAT INDEPENDENCE_AS WELLAS FREE

ASSOCIATION_'BE CONSIDERED,HOWEVER_NEITHERSIDEWAS PREPARED

TO DISCUSSTHISALTERNATIVEINANYDEPTHAT THATTIME,

MUSIC:_ BRIDGE- UP BRIEFLY,THENOUT UNDER

NARRATOR: LETUS LOOKAT INDEPENDENCEAND SEEWHAT IT COULDOR COULDNOT

MEANTO THE PEOPLEOF MICRONESIA,

INDEPENDENCE_'FIRSTOF ALL ISVIE_ZDBY SOMEAS THE ULTIMATE

OBJECTIVEOF THETRUSTEESHIPSYSTEM,

ITHAS BEENTHE CHOICE'MADEBY ALL OF THE.NINETRUSTTERRITORIES

WHICHHAVESO FARCHANGEDTHEIRSTATUS, CERTAINLYINTHE EYES

OF THE UNITEDNATIONSINDEPENDENCE;_]ULDBE AN HONORABLEAND

FULLYACCEPTABLESTATUS,
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NARRATOR; AS AN INDEPENDENTSTATEjMICRONESIAWOULD POSSESSFULL LEGAL

CONTROLOF ITS OWN AFFAIRS, ANY RELATIONSHIPWITH OTHER NATIONS

OR GROUPSOF OTHER NATIONSWOULD REQUIREMICRONESIANCONSENT,

IT COULD NEGOTIATEWITH ANY FOREIGNGOVERNMENTIN ITS OV#I

",-_', BEHALF AND COULD JOIN ANY REGIONALOR INTERNATIONALBODY,

BUT THERE WOULD BE NO GUARANTEESOF SUPPORTOR ASSISTANCETO

MICRONESIABY OTHER GOVER_IENTSUNLESSMICRONESIAWAS PREPARED

TO AGREE TO CERTAINARRANGEMENTSWI'PHTHOSE POWERS, ALTHOUGH

THE REALITIESOF POLITICALAND ECONOMICLIFE WOULD LIKELY OBLIGE

THE MICRONESIANGOVERNMENTTO GIVE AWAY CERTAINRIGHTS IN EXCHANGE

FOR CERTAINBENEFITS,SUCH DECISIONSWOULD BE MADE BY MICRONESIANS

AND NOT BY OTHERSACTINGON THEIR BEHALF.

THERE ARE OF COURSEDISADVANTAGESTO INDEPENDENCE,THE MAJORITY

OF THEM COME, NOT FROM POLITICALCONSIDERATIONS_,:BUT FROM

ECONOMICFACTORS. THE LACK OF NATURALRESO'JRCES_'THE SMALL
I

POPULATION,GEOGRAPHICALDISTANCESBEII.,IEENISLANDS,CULTURAL

DIVERSITY,COMMUNICATIONAND TRANSPORTATIONDIFFICULTIESWOULD

GRAVELYCHALLENGEANY MICRONESIANADMINISTRATIONAND WOULD

UNDOUBTEDLYCREATE PROBLEMSFOR THE NEWLY INDEPENDENTMICRONESIAN

GOVERNMENT.

MOREOVERjA NEW GOVERNMENTALSYSTEMFOR AN INDEPEb[DENTMICRONESIA

MIGHT PROVE TOO DIFFICULTTO OPERATEFOR IV_'4YMICRONESIANSWHO

ARE NOW USED TO THE PRESF-NTSYSTEM,
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NARRATOR: AS N4 INDEPENDENTSTATE,MICRONESIAWOULD POSSESS
,, _¢,

\ FULL LEGAL CONTROL OF ITS OWN AFFAIRS. IT COULD NEGOTIATE WITH

u_FOREIGN GOVERNMENT IN ITS OWN BEHALF AND COULD JOIN
k

GOVE_q_NTS UNLESS MICRONESIA WAS PREPARED TO AGREE T0 CERTAIN

GOVERNMEN_TO GIVE AWAY CERTAIN RIGHTS IN EXCHANGE FOR CERTAIN
\

BENEFITS, S_C}{ DECISIONS WOULD BE MADE BY MICRONESIANS AND
\

NOT BE OTHER_ACTING ON THEIR BEHALF.

\
THERE ARE OF,COU_SE DISADVANTAGES TO INDEPENDENCE. THE

MAJORITY OF THEM\CSME, NOT FROM POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS, BUT

FROM ECONOMICFACTORS\ THE LACK OF NATURALRESOURCES,
k

THE SMALL POPULATION, GEOGRAPHICAL DISTANCES BETWEEN ISLANDS,
\
\

CULTURAL DIVERSITY, COMMITNICATION AND TRANSPORTATION
\

DIFFICULTIES WOULD GRAVEL_CHALLENGE ANY MICRONESIAN

\
ADMINISTRATION AND WOULD U_UBTEDLY CREATE PROBLEMS FOR THE

k

NEWLY INDEPENDENT MICRONESIAN_OVERNMENT.

MOREOVER, A NEW GOVERNMENTAL SYSTEM FOR AN INDEPENDENT MICRONESIA
\

MIGHT PROVE TOO DIFFICULT TO OPERAI_ FOR MANY MICRONESiANS
\

\
WHO ARE NOW USED TO THE PRESENT SYSTEM.

",,
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NARRATOR: IN ADDITION, THE MOST SERIOUS DISADVANTAGE OF INDEPENDENCE

_" IS THAT, EVEN TO CONTINUE TO HAVE THOSE THINGS WHICH MANY

MICRONESIANS BELIEVE THEY SHOULD HAVE TO LIVE BY A2qI)TO USE

EVERYDAY, MICRONESIA WOULD NEED CONSIDERABLE OUTSIDE

_, ASSISTANCE. AND, TO CARRY OUT NEW PROGRAMS OF ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT, EVEN GREATER AID WOULD BE REQUIRED. IT MAY ALSO

BE DIFFICULT FOR AN INDEPENDENT MICRONESIA TO OBTAIN THE

INITIAL FUNDING LEVELS NECESSARY TO DEVELOP A SELF-SUFFICIENT

ECONOMY. I

" WHEREAS A COMPACT OF FREE ASSOCIATION WOULD PROVIDE SPECIFIC

TERMS OF AID, AN INDEPENDE_ MICRONESIA%^_3ULDM%VE TO RELY FOR

AID ON WHATEVER IT COULD NEGOTIATE, IT MUST BE ANTICIPATEDTHAT

ANY DONORS WILL DEMAND SOMETHING IN RETURN.

ANNOUNCER: AT THIS POINT IN TIME, THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON FUIURE STATUS

CONTINUES TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE UNITED STATES DELEGATION

TOWARD THE COMPLETION OF THE COMPACT OF FREE ASSOCIATION WHILE

THE OPTION OF INDEPENDENCE REMAINS TO BE DISCUSSED.

OUTSIDE OF THESE CONSIDERATIONS, WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THE

MODERN WORLII, THERE ARE THOSE WHO SEE INDEPENDENCE AS A MOVE

BACKWARD TOWARD A TARO-PATCH AND FISH ECONOMY . . .A HAPPY

AND CAREFREE SOCIETY, IN WHICH THE PEOPLE OF MICRONESIA WOULD

F
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ANNOUNCER: SOMEWHAT IGNORE THE MODERN WORLD AND LIVE ON A SUBSISTENCE

ECONOMY. FOR SOME, IT IS AN ASPECT OF INDEPENDENCE THAT MUST

BE CONSIDERED AS A POSSIBILITY, EVEN THOUGH IT MAY BE DIFFICULT

TO ATTRACT THE YOUNGER GENERATION OF MICRONESIA TO IT.

THUS, DURING THE SPECIAL SESSION IN PONAPE IN 1972, THE

16 MEMBERS OF THE CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA WHO SIGNED A LETTER

TO THE PRESIDING OFFICERS OF THE CONGRESS MADE THE FOLLOWING

POINTS, AMONG OTHERS, REGARDING THE POSITION OF THE

INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT IN MICRONESIA.

I. MICRONESIA MUST BE INDEPENDENT BEFORE ENTERING INTO

,, A TREATY WITH _ UNITED STATES. .

. 2. MICRONESIA MUST HAVE A CONSTITUTION WHICH WILL BE

THE SUPREME LAW OF THE LAND, AND NOT BE SUBSERVIENT

TO THE COMPACT OF FREE ASSOCIATION.

3. MICRONESIA MUST HAVE FULL INTERNAL SOVEREIGNTY

OVER ITS OWN INTERNAL MATTERS.

4. MICRONESIA MUST RETAIN FULL SOVEREIGNTY OVER EXTER2{AL

..... MATTERS.

i

5. MICRONESIA MUST NOT RELINQUISH THE ULTIMATE

CONTROL OVER THE U.S. MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN

MICRONESIA.



NARRATOR: FROMTHESE POINTSWE CAN READILYSEE THAT FOR THOSE _-I0ARE

ADVOCATINGINDEPENDENCEFOR MICRONESIA- _rHATTHEY MEAN AND

WHAT THEY WANT IS FULL INDEPENDENCE,

WHAT IS MEANT BY FULL INDEPENDENCEFOR MICRONESIA,,HOWEVER.,IS

STILL TO BE DEFINED.,JUST AS LESSERVARIETIESOF INDEPENDENCE

REMAINTO BE DEFINED,

INDEPENDENCENEVERTHELESSIS CERTAINLYA STATUS OPTIONBUT

IT.IS UP TO THE PEOPLEOF MICRONESIATO DECIDE FOR THFC'ISELVES

WHAT POLITICALSTATUSTHEY WANT AND WHAT THEY THINK IS BEST
.,

FOR THEM NOW AND IN THE FUTURE,

ON OUR NEXT PROGRAM,,iWE SHALL TAKE A LOOK INTOTHE STATUSOF

COMMONWEALTH.,THE STATUSWHICH THE CONGRESSOF MICRONESIA

HAS REJECTED,,BUT ONE WHICH THE MARIANASHAVE OPTED FOR AND

ARE NOW USING AS A BASIS FOR A POLITICALSE'I-TL.B'vLENTINTHEIR

NEGOTIATIONSWITH THE UNITEDSTATES,

THEME'.' UP,"ESTABLISHFOR10 SECONDS.,THENFADEUNDER

ANNOUNCER; NEXTWEEKWE,WILLHEARTHE FOURTHPROGRAMOF THIS SERIES , , ,

POLITICAL EDUCATIONOF THE AIR, THIS HASBEENA PUBLIC

SERVICEPRESENTATIONOF THE HEADQUARTERSDEPARTMFJ'4"FOF

PUBLICAFFAIRS, THE PROGRAMIS DESIGNEDTO HELPBRINGABOUT

AN AWARENESSOF THEVARIOUSPOLITICAL ALTERNATIVESOPENTO

THE PEOPLEOF MICRONESIA,

02,03"-T4
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ANNOUNCER TillS PROGRAM HAS COME TO YOU FROM SAIPAN AND IS A

PRESENTATION OF THE MICRONESIAN BROADCASTING SERVICE.

THEME: UP TO END OR TIME
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