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POLITICAL EDUCATION OF THE AIR.

PROGRAM #4.. °COMMONWEALTH

THEI.,,._". : UP_ ESTABLISH TEN SECONDS THEN DOWN AND UNDER

ANNOUNCER.

ANNOUNCER: THIS PROGRAM, POLITICAL EDUCATION OF THE AIR,

IS A PUBLIC SERVICE PRESENTATION OF THE

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. THE

SERIES IS DESIGNED TO HELP BRING ABOUT AN

AWARENESS OF THE VARIOus POLITICAL ALTERNATIVES

'tO THE PEOPLE OF MICRONESIA.

THE TRUST TERRITORY GOVERNMENT TAKES NO SIDES

IN THE POLITICAL ISSUES ON THE FUTURE OF

MICRONESIA. ITS TASK IS SIMPLY Y0 PRESENT THE

ISSUES AS THEY ARE, NOT TO INTERPRET THEM OR

DRAW ANY CONCLUSIONS FROM THEM.

THEME : UP, ESTABLISH FIVE SECONDS THEN DOWN_ UNDER

NARRATOR_ AND OUT.

NARRAOTR : AS WE LEARNED IN(AN EARLIER PROGRAM OF THIS

SERIES, THE UNITED STATES HAS OFFERED A COMMON-

WEALTH FORM OF GOVERNMENT TO MICRONESIA.

HOWEVER, SO FAR ONLY ONE OF THE SIX DISTRICTS

OF MICRONESIA HAS EXPRESSED A CLEAR DESIRE TO

ACCEPT THIS ALTERNATIVE. THAT DISTRICT IS THE



MARIANA ISLANDS, FOR THE BENEFITOF THOSE WHO ARE

STILL INTERESTEDIN LEARNINGMORE ABOUT THE CO/4MONWEALTH

PROPOSAL,WE WILL PRESENTA DESCRIPTIONOF IT TODAY, THE

' MARIANASHAVE ELECTEDTO PURSUETHIS FORM OF ASSOCIATION

AND_ THEREFORE,THE PARTICULARPROGRAM_,'IILLBEAR DIRECTLY

AND HAVE A SPECIALIMPACTON THEM,

TIE DISCUSSIONON THIS PROGRAMIS BASED ON TIE

U,S,'PROPROSALSUBMITTEDTO THE MARIANASTHIS SPRING,

_-IATEVERCHANGESOR ,MODIFICATIONSMAY DEVELOP FROMTHE

CURRENTROUND OF NEGOTIATIONSBEIq_JEENTHE MARIANASAND

THE U,S, DELEGATIONARE OF COURSE FOR THE FUTUREBUT

SHOULDNOT MATERIALLYAFFECT THE GENERALNATUREOF THE

ARRANGEMENTOF COMMONWEALTHAS IT MIGHT BE CONSIDEREDFOR

OTHER PARTSOF MICRONESIA,'

UNDER THE TERMS OF THE CO_._MONWEALTHOFFEREDBY

TIE UNITED STATES.,iTHE MARIANASWOULD BECOMEA

PART OF TIE UNITED STATESAND WOULD, AS A

RESULT,'ASSUME CERTAINOBLIGATIONSAND AT THE

SAME TIME RECEIVECERTAINRIGHTSAND BENEFITS,

TIE RELATIONSHIPWOULD INVOLVEMUCH CLOSER

TIES THAN EITHERTHE FREE ASSOCIATIONAND
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INDEPENDENCEPROPOSALS, HOWEVER,THE RELATION-

SHIP WOULD NOT BE AS CLOSE AS THAT OF A STATE

OF THE UNITEDSTATESNOR WOULD IT BE ONE WHICH

IMPLIESLESS INTERNALAUTONOMYAS IS THE CASE OF

AN UNINCORPORATEDTERRITORY, AS A COM/©N__ALTH,

MICRONESIAWOULD JOIN THE POLITICALFAI41LYAND

POLITICALAREA WHICH MAKE UP THE UNION UNDER THE

UNITED STATESCONSTITUTIONALSYST_I,

PERHAPSTHE EASIESTWAY TO CLEARLYU,_IDERSTAND

THE NATUREOF THE PROPOSALFOR CQ'AJv_O_YEALTI4

STATUS IS TO EXAMINETHE RELATIONSHIPWHICH

WOULD EXIST BETWEENTHE COMMONWEALTHOF THE

NORTHERNMARIANASAND THE UNITED STATESGOVERNM=J_IT,

UNDER THE UNITED STATESPROPOSAL,CERTAIN

POWERSWOULD BE RESERVEDPRIMARILYFOR THE

MICRONESIANGOVERNMENT;OTrIERSWOULD BE SHARED

WITH THE UNITED STATESGOVERNMENT,AND OTrlERS

WOULD BE RESERVEDPRIMARILYFOR THE UNITED STATES

GOVERNMENT,

A SUMMARYOF THE RELATIOLNSHIPWHICH WOULD EXIST

IN MAJOR AREAS rs AS FOLLOWS:

ANNOUNCER:'1, BY JOININGTHE UNITED STATES POLITICALSYSTEM,

,THEPEOPLEOF THE MARIANASWOULD BE OFFEREDA
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CHOICE BETWEENTWO STATUSES, CURRENT

RESIDENTSCOULD BECOME UNITEDSTATESCITIZENS,

BUT IF THEY DID NOT WANT THIS THEY COULD SIMPLY

BECOME UNITED STATESNATIONALS- A CONDITIONWHICH

GIVES FEWER INDIVIDUALPRIVILEGESAND OBLIGATIONS,

SINCE THEY _OULD BE EITHERU,S\'CITIZENSOR U,S,
f

NATIONALS,THEY WOULD HAVE THE RIGHT TO FREE

ACCESS TO THE UNITEDSTATESFOR A_CYREASON,

INCLUDINGBUSINESS__STUDY AND TRAVEL, IN

ADDITION,_GOODS ORIGINATINGIN THE MARIANAS

WOULD BE ALLO_QZDFREE ACCESS INTO

THE UNITED STATES,

2,THE PEOPLEOF THE MARIANASWOULD BE FREE TO

DETERMINETHEIR OWN INTERNALGOVERNMENTALSTRUCTURE

THROUGHA CONSTITUTIONALCONVENTIONWITHIN CERTAIN

LIMITATIONSAND RESTRICTIONS, FIRST,THE

CONSTITUTIONOF THE MARIANASWOULD HAVE TO PROVIDE

A REPUBLICANFORMOF GOVERNMENT,INCLUDINGA BILL ..

OF RIGHTS,ANDNOTBE INCONSISTENTWITHTHE CONSTI-

TUTIONOF THE UNITEDSTATESORTHE UNITED
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STATESACT ESTABLISHINGTHE COD_VIONWEALTH

REIATIONSHIP,

3," THE MARIANASLEGISLATUREWOULD,HAVEFULL

AUTHORITYTO LEGISLATEIN LOCALMATTERS,

4, ALL THE PROPERTYHELDORCONTROLLEDBY THE

TRUST TERRITORYGOVERNMENTIN THE MARIANAS

INCLUDING"PHESO-CALLEDPUBLICLANDS AND

MILITARYRETENTIONAREAS WOULD BE TURNED

OVERTO THECONMO_IEALTHGOVERNMENT,

5, AREAS AGREEDTO BY THE MARIANASAND THE U,S,

GOVERNMENTWOULD BE MADE AVAILABLETO THE

FEDERALGOVERNMENTFOR PUBLIC PURPOSESOR

MILITARYNEEDS,

6, THE MARIANASWOULD HAVE ITS OWN LOCAL COURTS

WHICH WOULD ENFORCEAND INTERPRETLOCAL LAWS,

IN ADDITIONTHE U,S, FEDERALCOURTSYSTEM ..

COULD BE EXPANDEDTO INCLUDETHE MARIANASAND

' \ _ , ,,,,_,THE U,S, CIRCUIT COURTOF APPEALSAND"13-[EU,S,

SUPREMECOURTCOULDBE AVAILABLEFORAPPEALS_
i

7,' MEANSWOULDBE FOUNDTO PROTECTLANDIN THE
[

MARIANASFROMALIENATIONTO OUTSIDERS,
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8, FOREIGNAFFAIRSAND DEFENSEFOR THE MARI/_'IAS

WOULD BE TAKEN CARE OF AND HANDLEDBY THE

U,S, GOVERNMENTU_©ER THE DIRECTIONOF THE

PRESIDENTOF THE UNITEDSTATES,

9,' THEMARIANASWOULD ENJOY SUBSTANTIALFINANCIAL

AND ECONOMICASSISTANCEFROM THE UNITED STATES

BOTH DIRECTLYAND INDIRECTLYIN THE FORM OF

FEDERALGRANTSAND PROGRAMS_D EXPENDITURES

RESULTINGFROM MILITARYACTIVITIESAND SPENDING

IN THE AREA,

1

NARRATOR: THESE ARE AMONG THE MAJOR AREAS IN WHICH THE

MICRONESIANSWOULD HAVETO CONSIDERTHE

ADVANTAGESAND DISADVANTAGESOF THE CONCEPTOF

COMMONWEALTH,

AS POINTEDOUT EARLIERTHIS CONCEPTHAS BEEN

ACCEPTEDBY THE LEADERSOF THE MARIANAS

DISTRICT, THE CURRENTNEGOTIATIONSBETWEEN

THE U,S DELEGATIONAND T,,_IEMARIANAS FUTURE

POLITICALSTATUSCOMMISSIONARE BASED ON THIS

TYPE OF POLITICALARRANGEMENT,

THE LEADERSOF THE FIVE OTHER DISTRICTSIN THE

CONGRESSOF MICRONESIAHAVE NOT ACCEPTEDTHIS

PROPOSAL,
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THEME:' UP,'ESTABE,ISH FOR ZN SECONDS,THEN FADE U_IDER

ANNOUNCER: NEXT WEEK WE WILL HEAR THE FIFTH PROGRAMOF

THIS SERIES,,,POLITICALEDUCATIONOF THE AIR','

THIS HAS BEEN A PUBLICSERVICEPRESENTATIONOF

THE HEADQUARTERSDEPARTMENTOF PUBLICAFFAIRS,

TIE PROGRAMIS DESIGNEDTO HEID BRING ABOUT AN

AWARENESSOF THE VARIOUSPOLITI:CALALTERNATIVES

OPEN TO THE PEOPLEOF MICRONESIA,

', i,,

THIS PROGRAMHAS COME TO YOU FROM SAIPANAND

ISA PRESENTATIONOF THE MICRONESIANBROADCASTING

SERVICE,'

THEMEY UpTO ENDORTIME,
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