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POL_TICAL EDUCATION OF THE AIR

PROGRAM #5...STATUS QUO

THEME : UP, ESTABLISH I0 SECONDS THEN DOWN AND UNDER

ANNOUNCER.

ANNOUNCER: THIS PROGRAM, POLITICAL EDUCATION OF THE AIR,

IS A PUBLIC SERVICE PRESENTATION OF THE

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS,

THE SERIES IS DESIGNED TO HELP BRING ABOUT AN

AWARENESS OF THE VARIOUS POLITICAL ALTERNATIVES

AVAILABLE TO THE PEOPLE OF MICRONESIA.

THE TRUST TERRITORY GOVERNMENT TAKES NO SIDES

IN THE POLITICAL ISSUES ON THE FUTURE OF

MICRONESIA. ITS TASK IS SIMPLY TO PRESENT THE

ISSUES AS THEY ARE, •NOT TO INTERPRET THEM OR

DRAW AND CONCLUSIONS FROM THEM.

THEME : UP, ESTABLISH FIVE SECONS THEN DOWN_ UNDER

NARRATOR I AND OUT.

NARRATOR : THE STATUS QUO OF THE TRUST TERRITORY TODAY

IS A POLITICAL ARRANGSMENT WHEREBY THE UNITED

STATES ADMINISTERS THE ISLANDS AS A TRUST OF

THE UNITED NATIONS. THE UNITED NATIONS

TRUSTEESHIP AGREEP[ENT IS THE NAME OF THE

DOCUMENT OR CHARTER THAT PROVIDES FOR THE
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ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INTERNATIONAL TRUSTEESHIP

SYSTEM FOR THE ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION

OF THE FORMER JAPANESE MANDATED ISLANDS OF

MICRONESIA. BY PASSAGE OF A JOINT RESOLUTION

IN THE U.S. 80TH CONGRESS, APPROVED ON JULY

18,1947, THE CONGRESS AUTHORIZED THE PRESIDENT

TO APPROVE THE U.N. AGREEMENT WITH RESPECT TO

THE U.S. ADMINISTRATION OF THE TRUST TERRITORY

OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS, COMPRISING THE ISLANDS

OF THE MARSHALLS, CAROLINE, AND MARIANAS

GROUPS FORMERLY MANDATED TO JAPAN.

ON JULY 18., 1947, THE PRESIDENT ISSUED THE

FOLLOWING EXECUTIVE ORDER:

ANNOUNCER:: WHEREAS THE TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC

ISLANDS (HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS THE

"TRUST TERRITORY") HAS BEEN PLACED IN

THE TRUSTEESHIP SYSTEM ESTABLISHED IN THE

CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS ON APRIL

2, 1947, AND BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT ON

JULY 18, 1947, AFTER THE CONSTITUTIONAL

PROCESS ;

WHEREAS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

UNDER THE TERMS OF THE AGREEMENT, IS

DESIGNATED AS THE ADMINISTERING AUTHORITY
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OF THE TRUST TERRITORY AND HAS ASSUMED

OBLIGATIONS FOR THE GOVERNMENT THEREOF;

THEREFORE, I, HARRY S. TRUMAN, PRESIDENT

OF THE UNITED STATES, BY VIRTUE OF THE

AUTHORITY VESTED IN ME BY ARTICLE 2 OF

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES,

DO HEREBY TERMINATE THE MILITARY GOVERN-

MENT IN THE FORMER MANDATED ISLANDS AND

DELGATE AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITY FOR

THE CIVIL ADMINISTRATION OF THE TRUST

TERRITORY, ON AN INTERIM BASIS, TO THE

SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

ADMIRAL LOUIS DENFELD WAS APPOINTED FIRST TRUST

TERRITORY HIGH COMMISSIONER BY PRESIDENT

TRUMAN AND IN HIS FIRST ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE

OF MICRONESIA HE DESCRIBED THE RESPONSIBILITIES

OF HIS OFFICE.

"ALL POWERS OF GOVERNMENT AND JURISDIC-

TION IN THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC

ISLANDS, AND OVER THE INHABITANTS, AND

FINAL ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSIBILITY ARE

VESTED IN ME _AS HIGH COMMISSIONER OF THE

TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS,

\.
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ANDWILLBE EXERCISEDTHROUGHSUBORDINATED
•',_ _.',

ADMINISTRATORSBY HISDIRECTION,!

"YOUREXISTINGCUSTOMS'_'RELIGIOUSBELIEFS

AND PROPERTYRIGHTSWILLBE RESPECTEDAND

EXISTINGLOCALLAWSAND ALL PROCLAMATIONS,
:I

REGULATIONS_ORDINANCESAND ORDERSOF THE

FORMERMILITARYGOVERNMENTSHALLREMAIN

IN FORCEAND EFFECT!j_EXCEPTINSOFARAS

THEYARE NOT INCONSONANCEWITHTHETERMS

OF TIE TRUSTEESHIPAGREEMENTANDTHE

EXECUTIVEORDER_AND INSOFARAS ITMAY BE

NECESSARYFORME INTHE EXERCISEOF MY

POWERSANDDUTIESTO CHANGETHEM,"

NARRATOR: SUCCESSIVECOMMANDERS-IN-CHIEFOF THE U,S,PACIFIC

FLEETCONTINUEDTO HOLDTHE OFFICEOF HIGF,COMMISSIONER

UNTIL1951WHENADMINISTRATIVERESPONSIBILITYFORFIVE

OF MICRONESIA'SDISTRICTSWAS TRANSFERREDTO THE

DEPARTMENTOF INTERIORAND TIIEFIRSTCIVILIANHIGH

CO_MISSIONERWAS APPOINTED,ON MAY 7, 1962,THE NORTHERN

MARIANASWEREALSOTURNEDOVERTO THE AUTHORITYOF THE

DEPARTMENTOF INTERIORAND TIlEHEADQUARTERSOF THE HIGH

COMMISSIONERWEREMOVEDFROMGUAMTO THEIRPRESENTLOCATION

ON SAIPAN,
i

TODAYWE STILLHAVEA HIGHCCt_ISSIONER_,-IOIS APPOINTEDBY
";I " "

THE PRESIDENTOF THE UNITEDSTATES,FIEISTHE HEADOF THE

EXECUTIVEBRANCHOF THE GOVERNM_-NT?
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LEGISLATIVEAUTHORITY,ON THE OTHER HAND, IS VESTED IN

_Z THE CONGRESSOF MICRONESIAWHICH IS THE HIGHESTLAW-MAKING

BODY FOR MICRONESIA,

THE JUDICIARYIS VESTED IN THE HIGH COURTSOF THE TRUST

TERRITORY, THE THREE JUDGES PRESIDINGAT THE HIGH COURT

ARE APPOINTEDBY THE SECRETARYOF THE I_ERIOR, THERE

ARE ALSO DISTRICTCOURTSWHERE MICRONESIANJUDGES PRESIDE,

THE BUDGET FORTHETRUST TERRITORYIS APPROPRIATEDBY THE

CONGRESSOF THE UNITED STATESANNUALLY, WITHIN RECENTYEARS,

TIE AVERAGEANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE TRUST TERRITORYHAS BEEN

$60 MILLION, FROM THIS GRANT,THE WHOLE OPERATIONOF THE

TRUST TERRITORYIS FUNDED PLUS SMALLERAMOUNTSAPPROPRIATED

BY THE CONGRESSOF MICRONESIAFROM LOCAL REVENUES,

IN 1947 THE UNITED NATIONSCREATEDELEVENTRUSTEESHIPS,WITH

MICRONESIAUNIQUEA_NG THB% CLASSIFIEDAS A "STRATEGICTRUSTEE-

SHIP",'TODAY MICRONESIANAND PAPUA/NE'NGUINEAARE THE ONLY

REMAININGTRUST AREAS,

THE CURRENTSERIESOF STATUSNEGOTIATIONSIS AN AI-F_PTTO REPLACE

TRUSTEESHIPADMINISTRATIONWITH A NB_ FOP_OF GOVERNM_TI WHILE

THE LANGUAGEOF THETRUSTEESHIP AGREEMENTGUAB_NTEESTHAT MICRO2

NESIA HAS THE RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION_THEPEOPLEOF MICRO-

NESIA ARE NOT BOUND BY ANYTIME LIMIT IN CHOOSINGA NB_ FO_ OF

GOVERNMENT__
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;ITIS OF COURSE L.ECAII y AND THEORETICALLYPOSSIBLEFOR THE

.... TRUSTEESHIP.TOCONTINUEINDEFINITELYAND PROGRESSIVECIW,_GES

TOWARDSGREATERMICRONIZATIONCOULD BE P_JDEIN THAT FRAMB'IORK,

INDEED','THERE ARE MANY IN MICRONESIAWHO PREFERTHAT THE

TRUSTEESHIPCONTINUEFOR A FBt_MORE YEARS UNTIL THE PEOPLE

HAVE A BETTER IDEAOF WHAT FORM OF GOVERNMENTTHEY REALLYWA_FF,

ON THE OTHER HAND, THE UNITED NATIONSHAS URGED AN EARLY TERMI-

NATIONOF THE TRUSTEESHIPADMINISTRATIONAND THE ESTABLIShmENT

OF A NBY FORM OF GOVERNMENT, THE UNITED STATES HAS INDICATED

ITSDESIRE TO DO THE SAMETHING SO LONG AS THE FUTUREGOVERN"
i

MENT REPRESENTSTHE FREE CHOICEOF A SOLID MAJORITYOF THE

MICRONESIAN PEOPLE,

THEME: UP,+ESTABL,ISH FORZ,q,SECONDS,,THENFADEUNDER

ANNOUNCER: NEXTWEEKWEWILL HEARTHE FINAL PROGRAMOF THIS SERIES ,,,

POLITICAL EDUCATIONOF THE AIR, THIS HAS,BEFNA PUBLIC

SERVICEPRESENTATIONOF THE HEADQUARTERSDEPARTMENTOF

PUBLICAFFAIRS, THE PROGRAMIS DESIGNEDTO HELPBRING

ABOUTAN AWARENESSOF THE VARIOUSPOLITICAL ALTERNATIVES
i.

OPENTO THE PEOPLEOF MICRONESIA,

THIS PROGRAM,HASCOMETO YOUFROMSAIPANAND IS A PRESENTATION

OF THE MICRONESIANBROADCASTINGSERVICE,'

"") TO"ENDOR_I"IMETHEMe, UP
i
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