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i ('], The COM is explicitlyprohibitedfrom enactinglegislationInconsis-

tentwith the firsttwelvesectionsof the_TrustTerritoryCode (the

Micronestan Bill of Rights), Part III, Section 2(d), S. Order 2918, as .

" ' amended The MicronesianBill of Righisincludesthe rig '_:T m ' " ht to equal ;.,.;..:-
L

T

•- protectionof the laws,whichis {lefinedas a conceptthatguarantees m k-- i :; _" ' _.¢!I ::t':C_ "@_" '

i

that all personswill be treatedalikeunderlike circumstances,Ttjis'.../{_:.:_;i!_::.:..".?_;_'_T:=_".'_L
;' T ._.--c.-......-a

• •conceptis a part•of the law of the TrustTerritory(Ichirovs. B1s ark/:._;;:;.:;f.

IC..._,_..,_!)_i..... E1953]_l TTR 57,.60-61;.-Mesecholvs."TrustTerritory_,[1959],...:.2 TTR 84,_:_ _-

:":.".,i,f.).87=90)..Consequently,the COM was requiredto _ncludethe.Mar_anaIslands_:._..-.?

, _ " (. :':''_:m''__:|ii:t_eicanstitu_!p,alConventionalthoughthe conventionwouldbe discu_;_•_:_:.i'_;,
• C .1_-'',%" z:.:.; :.Y", "-',-'. F..-_." -.: . ._ . '._.:.],"-_

-.:.;." . s_aga futuregovernmentto operateundera pol_t_calstatus(free .;,.,;_..
• thatwas contraryto thatbeingpursuedby the Mariana - .:.:../.i:

l-slands(con_nonv,'ealth).A failureof the COM to _ncludethedlstrlct_i._/!!__-.;_-i:i.-.:
J

wouldhave deniedto the residentsof thedistrictthe rightto particl-.:::;::;::-..

"pate in discussionsconcerninga futureform of governmentand political i:;.i'*j:.._.

statusoptionthathas notyet .beenreflectedby them,•and thuswould

have been a denialof the equalprotection.anddue processprovisionsof

the MicronesianBill of Rights• A failurewouldhavemade the bill tn'

violation of the Secretarial Order would be voided by the courts.
.-

_Dges.apermanentresidentof the MarianaIslandshave a rightto require ".-

the Mariana islands District to participate in a Constitutional Conven-

tion that will determine a future governmentUnder a future political -

•status relationship which the district is not pursuing?

. " Because theMicronesianBill of Rightsguaranteeslocalresid.entsin

_. the MarlanaIslandsthe righttoequal protectionof the lawsand due

CI" .process,it thusguaranteesto.them the rightto have theirdistrict_

, participatei_-aconstitutlonal--conventionwhichhas beencalledfor .::-
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