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:._UBJECT: A VIEW OF _.L_{EMARIANAS </___-':'.?.'.---7_;_--T_.,)

_. iC) WITH ROUND FOUR OF THE 5[ARIANAS STATUS TALKS NOW SET FOR MAY 15

_]',,SAiPAN, THIS MESSAGE PRESENTS A SURVEY OF POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN MARIANAS

DIST[<ICT AND ATTEMPTS TO SET FORTH SOM'/_THING OF ATMOSPHERE IN WHICH TALKS MAY

,.,J'_EXPECTED TO TAKE PLACE,

z. (C) ?[_SC CHAIRMAN PANGELINAN'S RELUCTANCE TO HAVE _IF, N ROUND TAKE

,_A<'.[_ON SAIPAN AND HiS REPEATED EXPRESSIONS OF CONCERN AND PREDICTIONS OF

i_,),",J,;!_MSIT-IATWOULD HAVE TO BE FACED BY MEETING HERE, ARE, I BELIEVE, OUTWARD

..-.;I(;NSOF CONSIDERABLE INWARD AGITATION NOT ONLY ON PART OF PANGELLNAN BUT ON

,".,*\,<';OF _IARIANAS POLITICAL LEADERS IN GENERAL. PANGELINAN'S GRUDGING ACCEP-

_'?,i'4CEOF SAIPAN VENUE (ACFaNOWLEDGING THAT VIRTUALLY BANKRUPT _LPSC COULD NOT

ITSELF FUND ATTENDANCE AT _[EETiNG ANYWHERE ELSE) WAS FORERUNNER OF STORY
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THAT BROKE APRIL 24 CONCERNING HOSTILE MOVES BY HERMAN MANGLONA, FELIPE

MENDIOLA AND SYLVESTER CRUZ TO TAKE WHAT THEY APPARENTLY INTEND_ BE

LEGAL ACTION TO PREVENT U.S. ACQUISITION OF LAND REQUIREMENTS ON TINIAN.

RE_dLEX/d_EX REGRETTABLY PANGELINAN S___ .........._ "'_-21_H

_-" T=VES I'E_-ZUF._.IIL3 _. =_ I[,,C"t7 ILV,'D_GOPPOSITION._;_I___ C-7_'_'_-:'_ _ "_

3. (C) NOT SURPRISINGLY TINIAN SEEMS TO BE THE HEART OF THE POLITICAL

ACTIVITY BUT THE FERMENT IS _ WIDELY SPREAD, SPARKED BY FORTHCOMING

LOCAL ELECTIONS ON BOTH TINIAN AND SAIPAN FOR MUNICIPAL COUNCIL MEMBERS.

4. (C) ELECTION ON TINIAN IS SET FOR FIRST SUNDAY IN JUNE. PARTY LINES,

CUSTOMARILY SOMEWHAT HAZY ON TINIAN, SEEM TO BE LESS BINDING THAN EVER.

ONEtCOMMENTATOR HAS DESCRIBED SITUATION THERE AS POLARIZING ON THE

BASIS OF PRO AND CON U.S. MILITARY REQUIREMENTS. CANDIDATES, HOWEVER,

BEAR PARTY BANNERS AND TERRITORIAL PARTY HAS COME UP WITH STRONGLY

ANTi-MILITARY CANDIDATE FELIPE MENDIOLA _- .... _ FOR MAYOR.

PRESENT REPORTS ."_[ INDICATE THAT POPULAR PARTY HAS SPLIT WITH ONE

FACTION HAVING NOMINATED PRESENT SPEAKER HARRY CRUZ FOR MAYOR AND

SECOND HALF, SLATED TO MAKE ITS DECISION APRIL 27)MAY NOMINATE PRESENT

_IAYOR BORJA, REGARDED AS PRO-MILITARY. A PLETHORA OF CANDIDATES FOR TINIAN

MUNICIPAL COUNCIL SEEMS TO HAVE NARROWED TO hIE_ PROPORTIONS WITH

TI_REE CANDIDATES MOUNTF,D BY EACH OF THE TWO PARTIES. WHILE AS INDICATED

ABOVEPARTY DISTINCTION IS NOT FIRM)GENERAL LINE-'UP IS TERRITORIAL PARTY

ANTI-MILITARY; POPULAR PARTY PR0-MILITARY.

5. (C) ELECTION FOR SAIPAN MUNICIPAL COUNCIL IS SCHEDULED FOR SECOND

SUNDAY OFJUNE. PARTIES, ARE SCHEDULED TO MEET THIS WEEKEND TO FINALIZE

'IT[EIRCANDIDATES, BOTH FOR THE COUNCIL AND FOR THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION.
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6. (C) THERE ARE SIGNS _ MARIANAS' TERRITORIAL PARTY _F__TRD

SUPPORT OY CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA AND _X CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION FOR

ALL DISTRICTS. ARTICLE IN WEEKLY I.GAZETA ........ _u_NL2-__-'__: "INTERESTINGLY

THE STATUS COMMISSION OF THE MARIANAS MAY VERY WELL BE REDIRECTED TO INSURE THAT

BASIC OWNERSHIP OF THE MARIANAS F_IKX RESTS WITH THE PEOPLE OF THE MARIANAS

AND NOT THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, NIXON, WILLIAMS AND NOT EVEN LOCAL POLITICIANS. "_"

ACCORDINGLY, THE PARTY DECIDED TO WORK WITH THE CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA UNTIL

SUCH TIME WHEN THE PEOPLE OF THE MARIANAS ARE READY TO DEVELOP A GOVERNMENT

OF THEIR OWN -- A GOVERNMENT WHICH IS FREE FROM DICTATORIAL CONTEXT --.A*

GOVERNMENT WHICH MUST PROTECT ITS CITIZENS FROM FOREIGN EXPLOITATION."

7. (C) PRESIDENT OF TERRITORIAL PARTY FRANK PALACIOS OF MPSC HAS BEEN OFF

ISLAND FOR PAST WEEK AND I HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO CHECK OUT PARTY POSITION WITH

HIM. HOWEVER, I HAVE HELD DISCUSSION WITH TWO LEADERS OF UNITED CAROLINIAN

ASSOCIATION WHICH IS AFFILIATED WITH TERRITORIAL PARTY. WHILE ONE OF THEM

SAID CLEARLY THAT UCA SUPPORTS CONGRESS AND FREE ASSOCIATION FOR ALL MICRONESIA,

FELIX RABAULIMAN OF MI'SC WAS NOT SO FIRM.

8. (C) RABAULIMAN DISCUSSED AT SOME LENGTH THE PERSISTENT STREAM OF TRADI-

TIONAL LEADERSHIP AMONG CAROLINIANS IN THE MARIANAS. HE SAID UCA_S NAMED

FOUR TRADITIONAL LEADERS REPRESENTING CLEARLY DEFL-NED CAROLINIAN CLANS AND

0:1
WILL INSIST THAT THEY _ THEIR REPRESENTATIVES _ BE INCLUDED IN CONSTITU-

TIONAL CONVENTION.

9. (C) ON ANOTHER OCCASION PALACiOS SAID THAT CHAMORROS TOO HAD TRADITIONAL

L]U_DE[_SWHO, IN SO_[E_{AT MYSTIC FASHION WOULD COME FORTH AT THE PROPER TIME.

WHILE HE DECLINED TO NAME THEM _K I HAVE UNDERSTOOD FROM OTHERS THAT TWO

PRINCIPALS ARE ,_, PANGELINAN, FATHER OF EDITOR OF I. GAZETA VICTOR

PANGELINAN, AND VENERABLE JUDGE BENAVENTE.
/
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i0. (C) IN CONTRAST TO THESE EqDICATIONS OF LIVELY ACTIVITY AMONG THE

SENIOR CITIZENS, IS THE REPORT OF A NEW,GROUP ON SAIPAN CALLED MARIANAS

FUTURE ORGANIZATION. THIS ORGANIZATION GATHERING TOGETHER YOUNG VOTERS

IN THE 18 TO 25 YEAR AGE GROUP IS CHAIRED BX_X BY YOUNG DINO JONES WHO

IS ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO MARIANAS CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION AND ASSISTANT

EDITOR OF MARIANAS VAF,IETY. THE ORGANIZATION STARTING OUT WITH A MEMBERSHIP

OF 25 TO 30 BUT_GROWIEG¢IINVITED SENATOR PANGELINAN TO DISCUSS MARIANAS

STATUS WITH THEM AT A RECENT MEETING. JONES HAS TOLD ME THAT THE GROUP IS

INTERESTED IN MICRONE_IAN IDL-NTITY, _ OF MARIANAS AS A STRATEGIC

AREA, ALTERNATIVES TO COMMONWEALTH STATUS AND DEVELOPMENT OF MARINE AND

SOIL RESOURCES.

I
ii. (C) ONE OF THE DISTRICTS YOUNG POLITICAL LEADERS OSCAR RASAjWHO ALMOST

MADE HIS WAY TO THE CCNGRESS OF MICRONESIA IN THE 1972 ELECTION_HAS COME OUT

AGAIN WITH SOME PROMINENCE AS PUBLISHER OF I. GAZETA HAVING RETURN, TO SAIPAN

FROM GRADUATE STUDY AT AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN WASHINGTON. HIS POLITICAL

ASPIRATIONS ARE WIDELY FaNOWN.

12. (C) TIIEPOLITICAL EFFECT OF THE CURRENT LEGAL TROUBLE IN WHICH MARIANAS

]):[STRICTLEGISLATURE PRESIDENT AND MPSC VICE-CHAIRMAN_FINDS iE_EKXKXEXXXX

_C:LMSELFIS SOMEWHAT DIFFICULT TO ASSESS. SANTOS HAS LAIN VERY LOW SINCE

N()TICE WAS SERVED ON HIM OF A CIVIL SUIT THAT, REPORTS SAYjMIGHT INVOLVE

_[IM iN IMPROPER USE OF FUNDS UP TO 35 THOUSAND DOLLARS. DEADLINE FOR

KIS REPLY IS Ibg[INENT. ONE AUTHORITATIVE SOURCE (MARIANAS DISTRICT ATTORNEY)

Cg.'_t.rf_'i_
CO[,i_tENTS I_-IATWITH THE HEAVY BACK LOG OF CASES ON THE MARIANAS CALENDAR,

SANTOS' CASE MIGHT SEE FURTHER LONG DELAY. ANOTHER BUT LESSER POLITICAL kJ/_l_

ALSO INVOLVED IN FINANCE MISHANDLING IS JOHANNES TAIMANAO ]SNXMX

FORMER ROTA MEMBER OF THE _'<PSC. HE HAS NOT BEEN REPLACED AND PANGELINAN SAYS

. °_
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REPLAC]_iENT IS UP TO RC,TA COUNCIL. I FIND NO EVIDENCE THAT TF[ESE CASES !lAVE

HA]) ANY PARTICULAte/DEGRADING EFFECT ON THE MPSC. IT TOO APPI_ARS TO BE _,'._'!_7'

RATIIER LOW. JUST WHY IT SEEMS I_!OBILIZED (AS WITNESS ITS CONT!I;[UEDq'_:'c ,

ON ISSUING I_E TRANSLATION OF OUR LAND REQUIRE_fNTS PAPER) IS I)IFFI-CUL'[''[2)

JUDGE.

7 _:V
i., I.I,l a,,.. .... \, I (,"13. (C) RF_-_MEI{XX DISTAD ADA CONTINUES TO STALL ON ANY VIS]']_I.E_ , :'._','e.h....

Oli' TtCE PORTION OF THE I[ONOLULU 'fALKS UN])ER WIIICi[ 1:[1,',WAS TO [_[I.' *IA _", AC',T_,,"' 'c_

........... '-_' !) LA:,![)SET UP TWO COMMITTEES OF CRITICAL I>_ORTANCE TO STATUS NE(:,OI.].AI..L_..C,_:

AND 2) CIVILIAN-MILITARY REI_iTIONS AND PLA_I-NG. IT APPEARS T.[1..,%_!7EE AND [7','v:_,iC,:'_'[,?[,/.:

(AND PERHAPS SANTOS) ARE AGAIN OIJT OF COI%_rNICATION WITH EACH OTHER ON TI-[[,:>E

AND OTHER MATTERS.

14. (C) COMMENT: WHAT DOES ALL THIS MEAN ,FOR OUR POSITION AND TACTICS IN

FORTHCOMING TALKS? I_{E FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS, _{OUGH ON A SOME_,_IATMINISCULE

SCALE, TOGETHER WITH PERS ISTENT _RR_g_XN,N_CXN_I4XYJR_42_REXXXIiKNl_ENXI_I_[ELX

_R_R_E_X OPPOSITION TO THE TINIAN ASPECT OF OUR NEGOTIATIONS (NOW PERIiAPS

FINANCED FROM THE OUTSIDE), TOGETIIER WITH THE UNCERTAINTY IN 'I_IEAIR DUE

TO THE CONSTITUTIONAL 30NVENTION (STATUS LNO 132 C) SUGGEST THAT WE ARE

PACING CONSIDERABLE CON_FUSION ON PART OF PEOPLE AND CALCULATED

OPH]SITION ON PART OF SOME LEADERS.

15. (C) I BELIEVE TINIAN LAND SITUATION IS CRUX OR AT LEAST FOCUS OF PROBLEM.

(OUR CAUSE IS NOT HELPED BY CHARACTERISTIC GUAM PDN BANNER (APR 16): "NAVY LAND

GRAB TACTICS ARE TOLD"). DURING NEXT ROUND WE MUST BE PREPARED TO EXPLAIN

OUR REQUIREMENTS IN SIMPLEST POSSIBLE TERMS. VISUAL AIDS, ESPECIALLY

ACTUAL MODEL HOUSES (SUCH AS USED SUCCESSFULLY IN CONNECTION WITH MARSHALLESE

AGREE_,_NT TO PLANS FOR ENIWETOK) SHOULD BE AVAILABLE. PERHAPS A SORT OF

MOCKUP OF A "REHABILITATED" T!NIAN, SHOWING DOCK, MARINA, CHURCH, SCHOOL, BEACHES,

AIR FIELDS, ETC. WOULD BE HELPFUL, TOGETHER WITH A SIMILAR PRESENTATION FOR

MEMORIAL PARK AND TANAPAG AREAS ON SAIPAN. PRACTICAL ?.OACH IS RECO_E._rDED. TR_
u_
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