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The HonorableWilliam P. Clements,Jr.
The Deputy Secretaryof Defense
The Pentagon
Washington,D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Clements,

Agreementhas been reachedwith the Chairman,Marianas Political
Status Commissionto open anothersessionof formal talks in Saipan
commencingMay 15, 1974. It is anticipatedthat this session, fourth
in the series,will last throughthe end of May.

This session should prove to be one of the most productive,especially
in the area of U.S. land requirementsin theMariana Islands. For this
reason I am asking that CaptainE.C. Whelan, InternationalSecurityAffairs,
Departmentof Defense,serve as an advisor to the U.S. Delegationduring
these talks. I consider CaptainWhelan to be eminentlyqualifiedand
experiencedin these sensitivenegotiationsfor Marianas land.

Unfortunately,funds availableto the Office for MicronesianStatus
Negotiationsare insufficientto defray the costs of CaptainWhelan's
travel and per diem and it will be necessaryfor his parent organization
to provide the funding.

I sincerelyappreciateyour cooperationand assistance in these status
negotiationsand hope that CaptainWhelan can be made availablefor the
fourth session.

Sincerelyyours,

FranklinH _n Williams
The President'sPersonalRepresentative
for MicronesianStatus Negotiations


