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JOINT COI4HUNIQUE

From May 15 to May 31, 1974, the i']arianasPoliticalStatus

Commissionand the U.S. Delegationmet for the fourth session of

negotiationsaimed at achievingthe long held desire of the people

of the Mariana Islands for politicalunion bet_een the present

Mariana IslandsDistrictof the Trust Territoryof the Pacific

Islandsand the United States.

The session consistedof severalworking meetings held on Saipan

and public meetings held on Rota and Tinian. These entailed a

continuedand progressivediscussionof matters raised in earlier

rounds, includingquestions concerningth_ basic politicalnature

of the proposedcon:nonIvealthrelationship,land, economic and

financialassistance,transitionand the nature of the formal Status

Agreement to be entered into. The public meetings offered an oppor-

tunity to discusswith many of the people of the Mariana Islands

District the progresswhich had been achieved and the issueswhich

remain to be resolved.

During these discussionsthe delegationsaffirmed the basic

decisionsreached in earlier sessions with respect to the future

politicalrelationshipbetween the IIorthernMarianas and the United

States which include the establishmentof a Gommonwealthof the

Northern 14arianasunder U.S. sovereigntywith maximum internalself-

government, includingthe right of the people to draft and adopt their

own constitutionand to establish local courts to administer local laws.


