
military operationof the base. Further discussionswill be held with

respect to local community needs for public utilityservices. The U.S.

offered to improve the road from San Jose Village to the Marpo Valley

and north into the base area by the constructionof a by-pass road to

the civilian air terminal and around the air base. Opportunitywill be

provided for the developmentof a commerciallyoperated ferry system

bet_een Saipan and Tinian and possibly Rota.

The United States indicatedits intent to relinquishits use

rights on all remainingmilitary retentionland in the NorthernMarianas

not coveredby the new agreement- some 4,691 acres (1,898 hectares)-

and to return them to the public domain at a time to be agreed but no

later than the date when the formal status agreementbecomes effective.

The two delegationsdiscussedwhether the land could be made

available to the United States by lease or purchase and methods of

determining fair market value. A Joint Land Committeehas been appointed

by the Marianas PoliticalStatus Commissionand the President'sPersonal

Representativeto consider the exact details of specific requirements

and means, proceduresand terms for acquisitionof land by the U.S.

Government.

It was agreed that the consideration and development of appro-

priate safeguards in the area of eminent domain would be referred to the

Joint Drafting Committee referred to below. The question of how to

implement the prior agreement that the Marianas Government will have the

authority to prohibit the alienation of land to persons not of Marianas

descent was also referred to the Joint Drafting Committee. This Committee
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