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(MARIANAS ARE STRATEGIC NEED)
SAIPAN, JUNE 3 (MNS)---THE MARIANA ISLANDS ._RE DESTINED

TO BECOME THE FOCAL POINT OF AMERICA'S MILITARY PRESENCE IN
THE PACIFIC DURING THE NEXT 15 YEARS, MEMBERS OF THE SAIPAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE WERE MONDAY (JUNE 3).

THE SPEAKER WAS JAMES H. WEBB, A FOR_ER U.S. _,]ARINEAND _i
THE AUTHOR OF SEVERAL ARTICLES, AYD A FORTHCOMi[_3 BOOK, ABOUT
AMERICAN MILITARY STRATEGY IN THE PACIFIC. CURRENTLY A
TEMPORARY CONSULTANT TO THE GUAM TERRITORIAL PLAN_i_G
COMMISSION, WEBB SPOKE RECENTLY TO AN ECONO_,!ICCONFERENCE
ON GUAM. HE WAS ASKED TO SPEAK ON THE SAME SUBJECT TO THE
SAIPAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BY MEMBERS WHO HEARD THE GUAM
SPEECH.

"I PERSONALLY BELIEVE THAT U.S. FORCES WILL BE
CONSOLIDATED IN THE MARIANA ISLANDS--BASICALLY IN THE
GUAM-TINIAN AXIS," WEBB TOLD THE LOCAL BUSINESSMEN.
"GIVEN THE FACT THAT IT IS BOTH DESIRABLE AND NECESSARY THAT
WE ALTER THE STRUCTURE OF OUR ASIAN PRESENCE, COUPLED WITH
THE FACT THAT IT IS THE INTENTION OF THE U.S. TO REMAIN A
PACIFIC POWER, THE MOST LOGICAL STRATEGIC OPTION IS TO
CONSOLIDATE OUR FORCES INTO AN INNTERIOR POSITION."

GUAM AND THE !_ARIANAS, HE ADDED, WOULD MAKE AN IDEAL
INTERIOR POSITION. THE ISLANDS _RE STRATEGICALLY LOCATED

WITH REGARD TO POSSI,f_LE aSIAN COMMITMENT POINTS SUCH AS 0_-(}[_33
CHINA, KOREA A_rO MA_]i._SIANPENINSULA. IN _DDIT!ON, THERE
IS NOWHERE ELSE FOR THE U.S." TO GO BEYOND THE MaRIA.,IAS
EXCEPT TO H%WA!I. A_,_D,S_ID W,='BB. ...IF THE U.S. iS FORCED



A.V!ABLE PACIFICPOWER%"
"WEBB SAID THE AHERICAN MILITARY INTEREST IN THE MARSHALL

ISLANDS IS NOT A STRATEGIC, BUT A FUNCTIO_!AL ONE, AND THE
INTEREST BEING EXPRESSED IN PALAU IS ONE THAT WOULD ONLY
BECOME A REALITY IN THE EVENT OF A MILITARY COM!_.iT_!E_T. I_!
THAT EVENT, PALAU WOULD PROBABLY BE USED AS SOME SORT OF
STAGING AREA.

WEBB EMPHASIZED DURIng3 HIS REM_-RKS THAT HE WAS SPEA}C!iJ,$
ONLY FOR HIMSELF, A_.IDTHAT HIS VIEWS WERE NOT Ai_IEXPRESSION
OF OFFICAL U.S. DEFENSE _,nr_^°T_'_r__,,-_,-,.,_POLICY.

r,,-_ ,i r_EZ)HE SAID HIS PRIMARY u.u_,_c_[]IS THAT THE PEOPLE OF THE
MARIANAS MAY NOT BE FULLY A',IAREOF WHAT IS BEI_@ NEGOTIATED
IN THE CURRENT STATUS TALKS.

"WHAT IS IMPORTA_']T," HE STATED, "IS THAT THE PEOPLE OF
THE MARIAJAS UE,_ER,STAND T'#O THI>IGS BEFORE THEY EXERCISE THEIR
VOTE IN A PLEBISCITE: FIRST, THAT IT IS (]UITE COt_CEIVABLE
THAT IN FUTURE YEARS THERE WILL BE A LARGER MILITARY PRESENCE
THAN WHAT IS NOW BE!N3 PLA_._NEDFOR; A['JDSECONDLY, THEY SHOULD
UNDERSTAND WHY: THAT SUCH AN INCREASED MILITARY POPULATION
WILL BE THE BACKBONE OF OUR FUTURE PACIFIC PRESEf.}CE, AND AS
SUCH_ THE ABSOLUTE KEY TO THE STABILITY OF THE _REA.."

WEBB SAID HE PERSONALLY BELIEVES I[,_ THE NECESSITY ACQD THE
VALIDITY OF THE U.S. MILITARY PLANS FOR TIN!AN AND THE REST OF
THE NORTHERN MARIAN.AS. BUT HE SAID HE A_.SO GETS THE FEELING
THAT THE II,!PLICATIONS OF SUCH MILITARY PRESENCE HAVre NOT BEEN
OUTLINED IN DETAIL TO THE PEOPLE•

HE ATTEMPTED TO DO THIS BY POINTINg OUT THE CHAliCES THAT
HAVE OCCURRED IN RECENT YEARS IN U.S. POLICY IN THE PACIFIC
AND ASIA. A REDUCTIO,_ OF 43 P_ CENT HAS OCCURRED IN U S
MILITARY STREi,!GTH IN THIS AREA SINCE 1969, WITHOUT INCLUDING
VIETNAm], A_D THIS RED 'Ic._Tn_'_TS CONTINUI_ HE POINTED OUT IT

• - _ ][i',,'_-9 0,_ •IS LIKELY THAT, UNDER THE _}TXON, OR GUAm4 DOCTR "_ THE U c
WILL PROBABLY WITHDRAW COMPLETELY FRO_._SOUTH KOREA, TAIWAN,
THAILAflD AND THE PHILIPPINES IN THE NEXT SEVF_RAL YEARS, AND
SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCE HER PRESENCE IN JAPAN. AS A FALLBACK
POSITION THE MARIANAS EITHLR raRE, OR ";ILL SOON BE, AMF_RICAN, °- ,

SOIL. IN ADDITION, THEY ARE READILY DEFE_)SIBLE IN THE
TRADITIONAL SENSE, ,,!EBBPOI,,TED,O_IT,,AND _Rr:_CENTR,ALLY LOCATED.

WEBB SAID THA.r BECAUSE OF THIS AMERICA}I NEFJ3 FOR BASES
IN THE MARIANAS, THE PEOPLE OF THESE ISLA._]DSSHOULD NOT THINK
THAT ALL THEY ARE NEGOTIATING FOR IS THE PUBLICLY STATED

2,5_O-MAN FACILITY ON TINIAN. ALTHOL_H HE DECLINED TO NAME A
FIGURE FOR THE RECORD, HE INDICATED HIS FEELING THAT THE JU_,_B_R
OF MEN EVENTUALLY STATIONED ON TINIAN WILL BE MUCH HIGHER THAN
2,500.

THE U.S. HAS EXPRESSED A NEED FOR JUST UNDER TWO-THIRDS
OF TINIAN FOR A BASE, AS WFI.L AS LESSER NEEDS ON SAIPAN AND
ELSEWHERE iN THE MARIANAS. TENTATIVE AGREEMENT HAS BEEN
REACHED BETWEEN THE .MA_IANAS POLITICAL STATUS COM!4ISSION AND
THE U.S. TO ACCOMODATE THESE NEEDS AS PART OF AN AGR__-,__NT
THAT THE MAR!ANAS DISTRICT WILL BmCOMm A COMMOJ_-ALT.. OF THE
UNITED STATES. MOST OBSERVERS EXPECT FIN._L AGREEi,IE;'_TBY THE
END OF THIS YEAR.
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