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June 28, 1974

Senator ..... .....
Room # 137

Old Senate Office Building

Washinston, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator:

Enclosed is a su_mary report which we have pre-

pared on b_half of _e M.arianas Political Status Co__ission

regarding the current negotiations aimed at bringing the

Marianas under United States sovereignty as a Con_nonwealth.

_i_his report reflects the results achieved at t/_e fourth session

of negotiations_ which concluded in Saipan on May 31, 1974.

As t2,e report d_-aonstrates, the parties have con-

tinued to _e substantial prc*jress. During tile last session,

the Marianas agreed to make land available to the United

States for defense purposes, including approximately 17,475

acres on Tinian for a joint service milita_j cor_plex. In

addition, the parties reached agre_nent on a transitional

planning program for tJ,e Marianas and long-term, direct financial

assistance fro[:_,the United States for the new government of the

Northern Marianas. Committees established by the parties will

be working during t21is recess on the issues rer;_aining to be

resolved, as well as the language of the formal status agree-

_nt. Although no fim_ date has been set, we anticipate that

the next session of the negotiations will be scheduled for

t/,e early Fall of 1974, and that the negotiations can be con-

cluded before the end of this year.
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I ho_e t_hat you or a member of your staff will have

the opportunity to review the enclosed s'_;u,nary re_ort, if

you have any questions regardin%_ the report ol_ the current
status of our negotiations, I _. available to di_]cuss the

_atter at your convenience.

Sincerely,

iloward P. _illens

Enclos ure


