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nF TWO BILLS AND TNO JOINT RESOLUTIONS,
THE BILLS _NCLUOE ANOTHER AHENOMENT 70 THE CONSTZTUTIDNAL

ffONVENTION LAW {$B 35t), THE AMENDHENT NOU_D PROVIDE THAT
THP TRADITIONAL LEADERSHIP DELEGATES TO THE CONVENTIDNJ TNO
FRMM EACH OISIRICT, NOUED HTHAT
AVW A VOTED SOMETHING THEY DO NOT
NOW HAVE, THE AHENDHENTAL$O SPELL8 OUT MORE CLEARLY THE
PRnCEOURE_ FOR A REFERENOUH ON THE CONSTITUTIONe PROVIDING
THAT IT SHALL N_T BE DEEHEO TO HAVE BEEN APPROVED UNLESS IT

PArlE 03 RUHGSAA4288 UNCLAS
T$ APPROVEO BY A MAJORITY OF THOSE VOTING IN THE REFERENDUH
AN_ ",,,By A MAJORITY OF THOSE VOTING IN AT LEAST FOUR OF
TH_ SlX DISTRICTS OF THE TRUST TERRITORY,**" THE BILL ALSO
NOllLO PROTECT T_E INTERESTS OF THE INDIVIDUAL DISTRICTS BY
PRnVIOING. THAT "°,,THE CONSTITUTION SHALL NgT TAKE EFFECT
_N ANY SUCH DISTRICT IF IT I$ NOT APPROVEO BY THREE-FOURTHS
_F THOSE VnTING AT THE REFERENDUM IN THAT DISTRICT,"

THE OTHER BILL I5 AN APPROPRIATION MEASURE= TO pROVIDE
_1_3,10_ FnR HEALTH SERVICE PERSONNELw AN9 $62_430 FOR THE
HOSPITAL FEEBIN_ PROGRAM ZN THE TT {SB 350),

ONE OF THE JOINT RESOLUTIONS wOULD URGE THE SECRETARY
OF INTERIOR TO REPEAL THAT PORTION OF SECRETARIAL ORDER 29t8
NHTCH REQUIRES THE REAPPORTIONMENT OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA ($JR 123), THE
MEASURE STATE5 'THAT ",,,REAPPORTIONMENT AT THE PRESENT TIME
WOIILD TENO TO HINDER THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE DELICATE
RAIANCE OF POWER AND AUTHORITY WHICH PRESENTLY EXISTS WITHIN
?HW CONGRESS UF MICRONE$IA, AND THUS DETRACT FROM ITS
_OHE$IVENERS,=."

THE OTHER JOINT RESOLUTION ASKS THE U,$, CONGRESS TO

PARE 04 RUHGSAA4288 UNCLAS
AMFNO CERTAIN PUBLIC LAN$ TO EXTENO PROGRAMS OF FEDERAL
ASSISTANCE WITH PESPECT 70 FISHERIES TO THE TRUST TERRITORY
f$_R t22), THE SAME MEASURE _A$ INTRODUCED TUESDAY IN THE
HOt;_[,
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THE SENATE WILL MEET AGAIN AT tO THURSDAY MORNING,

_//fMARIjUANA RESTRICTIONS REMOVED)SAIPAN. JULY 24 tMN$)---A RULING BY TRUST TERRITORY
_H?EF JUSTICE F;AROLD N, BURNETT HAS, IN EFFECT, REMOVED
ANY RESTRICTIONS UPON THE SALE OR POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA,

JUSTICE BU_NETT;S ORDER WAS ISSUED FOR THE CASE OF
THP TRUST TERR_TnRY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS VS, MARIANO
R, BERMUDES, _ERMUDE$ WAS CHARGED WITH V_OLATING TITLE
R_j SUBCHAPTER 303 OF THE TRUST TERRITORY CODE AND TITLE
yp PART 162 OF THE TRUST TERRITORY CODE OF PUBLIC
REQULATIONS, THE CASE WAS HEARD IN SEPTEMBERw _973,

BOTH REGULATIONS PREVENT INDIVIDUALS FROM IMPORTINGw
[ISTNG_ OR SELLING DRUGS WHICH THE DIRECTOR OF HEALTH SERVICES
DEFMS DANGEROUS, PART 161 OF TITLE ? LISTS MARIJUANA AS
A _ANGEROUS DRLIG,

BERMUOES WAS ARRESTED AND CHARGED WITH POSSESSING

PA_E _5 RUHGSAA4_88 UNCLA$
ANn SELLING MARIJUANA=

BURNETTIS ORDER HAS INVALIDATED THE R_GULAT_ONS IN
QUeSTiON. AND _N ADDITION INVALIDATES SUBCHAPTERS 30! AND
30_ OF TITLE 63, SUBCHAPTER 3_$ DEFINES WHAT A DRUG ISe
ANn 302 EMPOWERS THE DIRECTOR OF TRUST TERRITORY HEALTH
gERVICE$ T_ DE£IDE WHICH ORUG$ HAVE "SUBSTANTIAL POTENTIAL '|
FOR ABUSE=

BY INVALIDATING THE. STATUTES IN QUESTIONw BURNETTIS
_RBER MAKES IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE TRUST TERRITORY GOVERNMENT
TO PROSECUTE AN INDIVIDUAL FOR THE SALE OH POSSESSION OF
MARIJUANA, JUSTICE BURNETTfS RULING DOES NOT EFFECT THE
STXTUTES PROHIBITING THE SALE OR POSSESSION OF HEROIN
OR OPIUM,

IN HI8 ORDER+ BURNETT SAID, "WH_LE THE DEBILITATIVE
ANn ADDICTIVE EFFECTS OF USING {MARIJUANA} ARE STRONGLY
BIRCOUNTEDe THOSE OF (OPIUM OR HEROIN) HAVE BEEN
_ONCLUSIVELY PROVEN AND UNIVERSALLY RECOGNIZED,"

THE CHIEF JUSTICE INVALIDATED SUBCHAPTERS 3_t THRU
Rg_' OF TITLE 63 BECAUSE THEY FAILED "TO PROVIDE ,,,A
_ONST_TUTIONALLY MANDATED STANDARD AND AS SUCH CONSTITUTES
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AN UNLAWFUL _ELEGATZON OF LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY,"

SURNETT ALSO CRiTICiZED THE VAGUE LANGUAGE_ OF
IURCHAPTER 3_I _H_CH DEFINES WHAT A DRUG |S, "THE MEANZNG
nF _ol, AND HHAT SUBSTANCES AREINTENDED TO BE INCLUDED
HZ?H_N _Tw _S FAR FROM ¢LEAR|" THE ORDER 6TATED,

SUBGHAPT[R 302_ IN DELEGATING AUTHORITY TO THE DZRECTDR
OF_ HEALTH SERVICES TO DETERMINE DRUGS ON THE BASIS OF
"ClIRRENT MEOTCAL KNOHLED_E,n DOES NOT PROVIDE A 'SUFFICIENTLY
PRECISE STANDARD UPON HHZGH THE D_RECTOR CAN BASE HIS
nE?ERMZNATZONS" BURNETT FOUND,

"THE HEDI_AL PROFESSZONI" BURN_TT SAID, "_S IN A
RTATE OF FLUX A_ TO IT5 APPRAISAL OF MARZJUANA ANO _S
DURXOU$ ABOUT THE SUBSTANCE|S ROLE ZN DRUG ABUSE, _t

ANOTHER POTNT IN QUESTION HAS THE FACT THAT BERMUDES
RO_!LO HAVE BE_N GIVEN A STIFFER SENTENCE FOR THE SALE AND
POSSESSION OF HAR_JUANA, UNDER THE STATUTES MADE I.NVALZO,
THAN ME CUULO RECEIVE FOR IMPORTING AND SELLIN_ OPIUM
OR HEROIN|

BURNETT INDICATED HE DID NOT FEEL THIS HAS RIGHT,
AN_ THZ$ WAS AN TMPORTANT FACTOR ZN HIS INVALIDATING THE

PARE 67 RUHGSAA4_88 UNCLAS
ATITUTES IN QUESTION,

"THE GHAL_ENGED _TATUTEw" BURNETT FOUND_ 'CON_T|TUTE_
AN UNLAWFUL DELEGATION OF THE LEBIS_ATZVE POWER rAND) I_
VIOLATIVE OF THE _QUAL PROTECTION C_AUSE," THE CHIEF
JUSTICE DISMISSED THE TRUST TERRITORY COMPLAINT AGA|NST
ME_MUDES,

8ERMUOES_ ATTORNEY_ ASSISTANT PUBLIC DEFENDER BENJAHZN
AB_AMS_ CALLEU BU_NETTf$ ORDER A "COURAGEOUS AND ENLIGHTENEU

"THE EFFECT OF JUSTICE BURNETT_S RULINGs" ABRAMS 8AID_
|tM_GHL_GHTS THE FALLACY OF 8D-CAL_ED VICT|M_E_S CRIMES
_|_¢E ANY SELF-RESPECTING DOCTOR KNOH$ THAT MARIJUANA
PR_BENT$ NO THR_AT TO THE USER OR COMMUNITY, THERE Z8 NO
VZ_TZM,I| HE CONTINUED,
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THE TRUST TERH_TOHY ATTORNEY GENERALS OFFICE HAD
NO COMMENT ON THE ORDER,

ABRAM$,SA_ THAT HE HOPES THE CONGRESS OF M_CRONESIA AND TRUST
TERRITORY _OV£RNNENT WILL USE THIS "OPPORTUNITY
TO OBSEHVE THE RESULTS OF THIS DECISION BEFORE ANY NEW
I.AHRNME8 AFFE_TIN6 THE USE OF MARIJUANA ARE ENAGTEO,"
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