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: CONVIDENTIAL July 30, 1974 "

Nsc-u/L,:._-98-e __: f_;

TO: The Deputy Secretary of Defense

The Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs

The Director of Central Intelligence
The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

The Deputy Attorney General

The Under Secretary of Interior

: Mr. James _i!son, Jr., Office of Micronesian

Status Negotiations, Department of
Interior

The Associate Director, Office of Management

and Budget

SUBJECT: Micronesian Future Political Status
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MEMOP_XNDU:.i FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: ],licronesian Future Political Status

A_mbassador Franhlin "-_,,a_ ?:i!lim_.s, your Personal..'-' v __..

Representative for i.:icronesian Status _;-=gotintions,
reported_ to you on June _]8, 1974 concerninq_ the" most
recent round of status ta!."-:s%.,ith thm k'.ariana Islands
Political Status Cc_._..ission ([-!PSC). These talks
resulted in conside_ab__= __ Vrogress to:.:ard "'--_'_" " _-es _.;_Ishmen

.%,of a co_,on_.'ea!th relaticnshiD bet%.;een n..e United
States and the Northern :-'ariana Islands of the Trust

Territory ef the Pacific islands, especially in the
area_ of defense land requirements and future US
financial assistance to the Northern :-.'arianas.

Agreement in some areas was reached on an
ad referendLua basis. Final agreemel-t on several

" aspects of a future financial reiatienship requires
minor a_..end-ent of .-'_-f_mssa_or?:i!liL-..s' current

negotiatinq instructions, as azpm-ove_ by you on
l,:ay 9, 1973.

I. The 7_n'_as3a_cr is F.resent!'.,"authorized to
necjotiate guar t_ ; US -_-an".--_._ as_.istancc to _ ne'.."Cc..v:-:on--:ea!th
of +_e 2_o,.-thern ":at_--.-,_ --_- _ reas=nab!e ._-_'=............... p ....... of
time. The /_.vigassadcr ini+ial _,, " "," _. pro_mzeu a per!od of
five h'ears. Based on his ;-.ost recent talks :.:ith the
14PSC, he no'.,.:rece.-._..endsthat this period be seven
years.
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The NSC Under Secretaries CGn_._.ittee has reviewed

Ambassador _illiams' report to you and has examined
the above recom_endatic_-,s. The Co,Tumittee believes

that the re _ "- _ ._ _.... justified by the_o, ,m_..d_,t_,,.,sare

report, and requ_:sts "-',_ a:-'proval of these recom--
mendations to assure D=ompt and satisfactory
conclusion of the current status negotiations with
the Northern Mariana Islands.

In his report to you, _.bassador williams also
mentions special us funding to cover transition costs
in the Marianas and the necessity of an early approach
to Congress for $1.5 million for this purpose. T,'.hile

• the Committee fully concurs both in the dollar amount •
" and the early approach to Congress, no decision by " =

you is required on these matters since, in your •
May 9, 1973 instructions for President'sPersonal
Representative, you gave _._bassador Williams
discretionary authority as to timing and dollar
amounts for a Marianas transition program.

Ambassador Williams has also noted the MPSC's
• 'F-,"1 " ",-,,_ _.interest in es_a__Is .....=nt o_ an early separate

administration for the Northern Mariana Islands,

prior to terminatien of _= Trusteeship Agreement,
but under tna_ a_reement, it is _n_.ci-2ated that

__=..r= _ administration,a formal re_uest for such _ _ -_=
as an appropriate t_a,..-'ticna!__=_, step. to co_mon:.:ea!th
statu,3, may be made u"_,_,,_ _:surict:._ Lecis!ature of
the Northern V..ariana islands in the near future•

The NSC Under Secretzries Cc.-._.',ittee5cree_ that
such a separate administration should be established
following a formal rec,uest by the District Legislature.
Althouah such an action may be controversial within
the United Nntions Trusteeship Council (especially
in the absence o_ a prior formal referendum), and
among those Micronesians _..boremain opposed to a
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¢-,', "---_ _ 3D._.-: -n! "__p_.:.t_ c_.-.-., e _- status for the l:orthern
!.:ariana Isl-'..:Ss, a sc_nrate a,.-.inistr;-tion never-

: t|',ele_s ._s zn es _-':--:,_ _..n:.__'-_tionalstep to that
status which serves US "-_....._.sts. it is one which

can be aecc_p.iished ,.:ithin the frame'.:or), of
existing e::ecuti"e orders and the Trustees.hip
Agreement, and also one which i-z provided 'for in
;_bass-_,dor "[iiliams' current negotiating instruc-
tions. Under these circu-:stances, no decision is

required by you on this matter. The character of
a separate administration, iP.,plementation procedures,
and tining _.:_!! cf c_urse require inter.-departmenta!
coordination and r.,av also require d_cisio.ns, as

suggested b:_-Ar.bassa'_or :':iiliams, by the NSC Under
Secretaries Committee.

4

Robert S. IngerSoll
Chairman [ "

Attach-en t :

_. _¢ _ ....... £.T.S

Report to -_.e President
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