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Hr. President, my colleagues in the Senate:J

I vould like t.his morning to speak about a matter vhich has been
concerning me for several years. This the relationship of the l/8rLsus
District to the rest of NLcrones/J.

: Some of you v111 remember that 4t was in 1971 that I first
spoke tn the Senate about this. At that tine I argued that the economy"
and recent history of the l_risnas yes so different from that of the

: other districts that it was unrealistic to 8ss_me that w vould in the
end all follov a connon course. Z do not knov how many members agreed
vith my estimate then, but they did not act upon £t in any ray.

I

Neither at that ti e or nov have I felt that the people of the
14ar_nns have taken a vrong or harmful course for themselves or for ua_

1 yes simply sayluK that Saipan in particular has had • very
dlfferent history and development than the other districts of
Hicronesla, and ve should accept and recognise that fact.

I also feel it is propex that the members of the Ksr/anas
delegatLcm should participate fully in •11 decisions of this Congress
as long as ve have a co_n government.

He, ever, the reality of vhich 1 yarned three years as• is nov
upon us; the Ker_snas are indeed set upon 8 different course. Yet
ve are still £8£11nS to take the steps vhich history has, in my
opinion, nov made mandatory for us. I refer of course, to the "
part*cipetion of the people and leaders o£ £he Harianes in decisions
vhlch are of great hnportance to ou..__rfuture, but not theirs. These
are the negotiations over our future political status and the vritin$
Of our constitution. By this Z do not in any ray intend to criticize
the positions taken by my distinguished colleagues from the Harisnas
on the Jo_t Comnittee on Future Status. Throughout its history

Chair performance has alvays been statemnlt]ce and 8ensiti_Te to our
needs. Nevertheless, there is no longer any more logic to their ;

•" participation on thls committee than if they vere members o£ the
Legislatures of Guam or even hvsit. We from the other districts
do not pa_tlcipate in their status negotiations for exactly this

e

reason.

• . .. : 1. . : :"1.'.": .':• . . . ... . ... . . ...
• • •O g •O • • • • • • • •O • •

• ._.......,...... • • • • • o. o . ..

.--42 035



. -- & 3 fron Saipon _! _ =_,

• The same is even mor..._e of _he Constltutlon•l Convent£on_ W•" ,:

should v_ cdP_e|ver_- _s_ dcO_e:_/4np_ _ooour convention, but to i,_.,,i. ;_ _.mm
• @@ • • IL

have melanges _rqn.thq4J_L_n_q OcSuaZlt v_O on our form of future ,ii,m
$overnmen_ v_tt :l_e_ttab_y'_l_ £t bur8 8_LYtfcult to reach 8 couseusu• .,_

• on the proper ways in vhlch "_o meet our own particular needs. .

The future of our government and of our people nov depesids in
hnpor_nt v•ys on the lays and policies ve de:ermin• here /n this
Consre•s. Z hope that with the cooper•Clan of our cull••Sues from
the 14arianas ve can york ouc •rr•nsemeu_s which will permit Vs. like
the_, to determine our o_n dest£ny for and by ourselves.'

By this, however, I do not mean that ve should stop talkin_
with our friends from the HarLan•s •bout our Joint future. Ve vilJ.
be neighbors. We also have • Ions history of working toseCher. , ii
especially during the nine years since _he Congress of ILtcrones£8
yes founded• _e viii inevitably continue to have close relations of
many kinds in the future. What ve should be doing nov is discusslns
realistically how we and the l_arianss v£11 travel the separate roads
ve are each mapping for ourselves in cooperation and neishborliness.
We cannot do this .as Ions as ve pretend chat the separate roads do "
not exist.-

Thank you, Hr. President•
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