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The conversatbn began with Deputy Secretary Ingersoll a king ; ,_
Ambassador Williams if the meeting at Guam had gone as well as i _:
had been anticipated it might. Ambassador Williams replied, yes _'_57
that it had. He then proceeded to outline the conversations _I,'4,
at Guam during early July. He said that although a' bit remains " _.

to be ironed out he felt quite optimistic. He now had a complete :i_,,__'.*_'_:_

draft agreement to work with; there were only a couple of minor i_i,_gaps. He felt that the negotiations had met all of the basic

goals outlined in his instructions from the President. He stated _ _':

tha_ the Micronesians were in full agreement with us in the I ?iVan;

financial area. : i ._ • .
o

Deputy Secretary Ingersoll asked about the Marshall Isl:ands. ',,_ _._",
Ambassador Williams stated that of course the Co-chairman of the
group that he had been negotiating with was a Marshallese;a_d he

continues to hope that the entire negotiating committee of _he
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Congress of Micronesia will endorse the draft negotiated. On e

that is done, there would only remain the Palau options to be of

worked out. Already a survey team was being prepared to go '_.
to Palau to look into the situation during the last two weeks

August. If this• matter and one pertaining to the Kwajalein ,
Atoll were to be settled, it would be possible to have the nex_ ,._

meeting with the Micronesians in November or December. Such _ _'_,'
meeting Ambassador Williams described as primarily "a slgn_ng >C

,: meeting." Then the draft document could be submitted to the ' .....

, Congress of Micronesia for full formal approval, perhaps as early

asJanuary.
Deputy Secretary_%gersollaskedabout the Marianas negotiations ....

'i Ambassador Williams responded that there was agreement in principle •__J

: on both the matter of economic support levels and land. Jim Wilson _i
was working on a more detailed series of negotiations with i
Micronesians on these subjects and would be heading a team ou£ r_

: to look into the Tinian land situation Ambassador Williams j _:'i

stated that he was using a September 15 deadline for the work! ,._:_

of this subgroup. By something like September 30 -- perhaps _:_
'"during the first week in October -- it would be possible to _ii_
have the next round of negotiations on the Northern Marianas _- _,,,,_...
group. Ambassador Williams stated that he felt that there was '•
a general agreement on the issue of the separation of the Marianas: ._,;
District from the remainder of the Trust Territory The people '_
in the Mar£anas continue to reiterate that they consider that
they have already made this basic decision and do not want any '_
formal referendum on this subject. Ambassador Williams stated _

that he had discussed this matter with both the Deputy Assist@nt
Secretary Sneider and Ambassador Barbara White. What the people i_ ;
on the Marianas wanted was a full agreement, then have the ,_

District Legislature approve that agreement and only then a _ _
plebiscite on the matter. At that point, it would be possible|to ,_
separate out the Marianas District from the remainder of Micr0nesla. _

Ambassador Williams stated that he foresaw only one addi ;ional _'_

problem requiring a decision from the Deputy Secretary "i_/,

and/or the President on the Micron_sian issue in general. .\_._.
The ne0nle in Micronesia want a simple | :_
yes/no vote as a plebiscite on the Compact of Free Association. :_,i

Others, Ambassador Williams _tated, including some in the ]
Department of Stat_ would pre_er to have an independence option ,,_'._"
on the ballot at the same time \. In some cases this line of a_tion

was advocated primarily for tactical purposes; in other cases]" _:"
it wasa matter of more substantive opinion about what the _ :_,_
traffic would bear in the United Nations. Ambassador Williams _
stated that he felt that his instructions only authorized him _'_

to offer an independence option on a "qualified basis" and _
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