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COUNSEL

Senator Edward. DLG. Pangelinan
Chairman
Marianas Political Status Commission

P. O. Box 977

Saipan, Mariana Islands 96950

Dear Senator Pangelinan:

As you may know, the U. S. House of Representatives
is presently considering changes in the organization of its
committees. I have recently reviewed the pending proposals to
determine how these changes might affect the House's considera-

tion of the Marianas status agreement.

The Select Committee on Committees, commonly known

as the Bolling Committee, issued its report several months ago.
So far as relevant to the status agreement, the Bolling

Committee recommended that the name of the Committee on Interior

and Insular Affairs be changed to the Committee on Energy and

the Environment, and that jurisdiction over territories be
transferred out of the Committee on Energy and the Environment

to the Committee on Government Operations. Members of Congress
who sat on a committee which has a ".signficant portion" of its

jurisdiction transferred would be permitted to follow th_

jurisdiction to a new committee, with their seniority receiving
"meaningful recognition" on .the new committee.

The recommendations of the Bolling Committee were

quite extensive and another committee known as the Hansen
Committee, was established by the Democratic Caucus to review
them.. Under the Hansen Committee recommendations, the name of
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the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs would be changed

to the Committee on Interior, Energy and Natural Resources.

This new committee, however, would lose none of the jurisdiction

of the present Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs. Thus,
jurisdiction over territories would remain where it is now.

However, the new Committee on Interior, Energy and Natural

Resources would obtain a significant amount of new jurisdiction,
particularly over civilian nuclear energy matters.

It is not easy to assess the effect of these proposals

on the status agreement. Under the Bo!ling Committee's recommenda-
tions, the status agreement would presumably be referred to the
newly established Territories Subcommittee of the Government

Operations Con_aitee. Whether Congressman Burton and others

presently on the Interior Committee's Subcommittee on Territories

would transfer to this new Subcommittee cannot be predicted. Under

the Hansen Conmlittee's recommendations, the status agreement would,

we assume, be referred to the existing Subcommittee on Territories.

The composition of that Subcommittee, and even the chairmanship,

might change, however, because new Subcommittees might be formed

to handle the Committee's new jurisdiction.

In view of the demands of impeachment, the backlog of

pending legislation, andthe upcoming election, there seems to

be a serious question whether any fundamental changes in committee

structure will be made by the House in the immediate future. We
will, of course, continue to follow this matter because of its

obvious importance to the Commission.

With best regards,

Since_ilY, /

Michael S. Helfer

cc: Howard P. Willens, Esq.
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