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SAIPA_, AUGUST ? (ti:_o) HE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
HELD I]S LO[,,_r_STMEEIIE_ OF TH_ Cb,,'Rn,f,T SPECIAL SESSION ,

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON (AUG.. 7), WITH B.IOSTOF TH,_"'r,,n_w,-,-,-,:._,-A-^_1'n
HALF HOUR SESSION DEVOTED TO A DISCUSSION ON LEGISLATION

i THAT WOULD PROVIDE FOR THE RETURN OF PUBLIC LANDS.
THE BILL (SB 296), WAS PROPOSED BY THE AD",!INISTRATION

DURIEG THE LAST REGULAR SESSION OF THE COi!SRESS. IT IS
DESIGNED TO ALLOW FOR THE TRANSFER AND u,.,,_v"_"""v""'_v'.a,'_u-OF
CERTAIN PUBLIC LANDS IN HICRONESIA FROM THE TT GOVERNMENT
TO LEGAL ENTITLES IN EACH OF THE SIX DISTRICTS, A,qDTO
EMPOWER THE HIGH ,-,,.,_.,T ,_uv_I,JJ.SSIONERTO TRANSFER SUCH LD,,:,DS.THE
SENATE HAS ALREADY PASSED THE BILL_, AND t_EDNESDAY IT WAS
UP FOR SECO_ AND FINAL READING IN THE HOUSE.

...... MO-STOF--'THE DEBATE CENTERED ON THE ,.._,,='^w"UAGEOF THE .......
BILL, AND THE MEANIN3 OF ONE TERM IN PARTICULAR--_.:ILITARY
"RETENTION LAND. b!AR!A_.AS_._f_-o_iAN HERMAN GUERRERO
ARGUED THAT LANDS DEFINED BY THAT TERM IN HIS DISTRICT

.iP_RE CONSIDERr_ PUBLIC LANDS_ AND THUS SHOULD BE RETURNED
_ !I'.TOTHE DISTRICT ALONG WITH ALL OTHER PUBLIC LAND. HE WAS

_SUPPORTED IN THIS VIEW BY SEVERAL OTHER MEMBERS.
HIS MARIANAS.COLLEAGUE,-FELIPE ATALIG, THEN PROPOSED

AME_E)_ENTS TO .THE BILL .THAT WOULD EXCLUDE A PORTION THAT
FAILED TO DEFINE MILITARY RETENTION LANDS IN THE MARIANAS
AS "PUBLIC LANDS." THE CHAIRMAN OF THE JUDICIARY AND

•GOVERN,_ENTAL RELATIONS COFI_.IITTEE_REPRESENTATIVE POLYCARP

•.T._BASILIUS (PALAU), OBJECTED, SAYI_,B3TESTIMONY RECEIVED BY
,' .HIS CO_,_.MITTEEDL_ING HE_RI,_._SON THE BILL INDICATED THAT

SUCH LANDS ARE NOT IN THE P'_BLIC DO':.IAIN.
" THE AMENDMENT WAS EVENTUALLY DEFEATED, AND WHEN THE

"I VOTE FINALLY CAME ON THE B!IZL IT WAS PASSED BY THE 21

BECAUSE THE HOUSE blADE CERTAIN OTHER CHANGES
_ LAWMAKERS.IN THE BILL, IT WILL HAVRE TO BE RETURNED TO THE SENATE
FOR CONCURRENCE BEFORE IT CAN BE SENT TO THE HIGH
COMMISSIONER.

THE QUESTION OF RETURN OF PUBLIC LANDS WAS ONE 'OF
THE SPECIFIC AREAS OF LEGISLATIOb; INCLUDED IN THIS SPECIAL
SESSION CALL_ AND THE BILL IS CONSIDERED TO BE ONE OF THE
_._AJORPIECES OF LEGISLATION WHICH THE CONSRESS WILL CONSIDER
DURING THE SESSION.

THREE OTHER BILLS AL_J PASSED FINAL READING DURI_X_
THE LOL}3 WEDNESDAY AF'I'_O0_, SESSION IN THE HOUSE. THEY
ARE = A _EASURE TO PROVIDE j;OR A COMPREHENSIVE AND BALANCED
DEVELOPb1ENT POLICY FOR ,'4"_2"_'_'c!A..__,:_,:,_....0 AND APPROPRIATING

:,L_,-._U_AT!ONOF THIS POLICY$125,000 TO C._LRRYOUT 'i"':_'r:_'._"_' "
(HB 357); AND APPROPRI._.TION 07 $5_5,000 FOR CI_RTAIN PUBLIC
PROJECTS IN TRUE DIST_._ICT _,'t'_,,:,$>.3|)_ AND $34 _0

APPROPRIATIO u AS A _,-o M_."v:-"'_'_ou, PLE ....",__u...,THE OPERATIN3 AND
CONTI[_GENT EXPENSES OF THE COI_GRESS FOR THE CL_RENT FISCAL
YEAR (HB 361). ALL THREE MEASUi_ES NOW GO TO THE SENATE.

TWO JOINT RESOLUTIONS W_RE ALSO ADOPTED AND SENT TO
THE SENATE FOR FURTH_'L'R,ACT '''''±u_,."ONE n"EQUESTS THE HIGH
CO._IMISSIONER TO DEVELOP A PLAN FOR AN AIRPORT ON JALUIT
ATOLL IN THE MARSHALLS_ A_,_ SU_!;_ITA'4 APPLICATION TO THE
U.S. FEDERAL AVIATION AD_.]INISTRATION FOR ASSISTANCE IN
CONSTRUCTING THE AIRPORT (HjR 143). THE OTHER GIVES
FOR_,IALAUTHOP.ITY TO THE HICOM TO ACCEPT AN FAA GRANT FOR
THE DEVELOPMENT OF A HASTER PLAN _ND CONDUCTIE_3 OF AN
ENVIROLIHENTAL I[!PACT STATEI'_E_,_'_WIT}{ RESPECT TO THE
CONSTRUCTION OF AN AIRPORT ON KUSAIE ISLAND (HJR 15Q)-_4,_=_



Q

_ " TWO JOINT RESOLUTIONS AND A SIf_LE HOUSE RESOLUTION
WERE INTRODUCED AT THE COLCLUSION OF THE SESSION. THE
JOINT MEASURES WOULD URGE THE TT DIRECTOR OF

r-_-:--_ TRANSPORTATION AND COHHUNICATIONS TO AHEt_ THE EXISTING
PORT REGULATIONS TO ELIMINATE WHARFAGE CHARGES FOR CARGO
STORED ON PIER AREAS ON SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS
(,%JR 154); A',,_DQBULD REQUEST THE HICOH TO COt4PILE AND
REVIEW ALL PRIVATE LAND LEASES AND LAND USE AGREEMENTS
HELD BY THE rT GOVERNHENT AND BY GOVERNHENT AGENCIES, AND

i TO CAUSE TO BE TERHI,_TF.D ALL PRIVATE LA_:_DSLEASES AND USE
: _REEHENTS C3VF.R!N.3LANDS NO LONBER NEEDED BY THE

6'OVEP,N!_ENT (HJR 155).
THE SINGLE RESOLUTION ASKS THAT AN AUDIT BE CONDUCTED

"_ : SI":'_DOF THE e,ARSH_.LL _ .,..,_ S DEVELOPS,lENT AUTHORITY (MIDA)
(F,R. I_). IT IS SI:4!LAR TO A jOINT RESOLUTION INTRODUCED
EARLIER !N THE WEEK.

THE SENATE HELD A MUCH BRIEFER SESSION THAN THE HOUSE
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, PASSIRG FIVE' BILLS ON _I_:_.LREADING
INCLUDI.,,_=ON _ THAT NOW GOES TO THE HIGH COMMISS!O,AZ_. IT
IS A BILL THAT PASSED THE HOUSE DURIE_ THE REGULAR SESSION
EARLIER THIS YEAR_ AND RELATES TO GIVING THE DISTRICT
FISHIE_ AUTHORITIES RIGHTS TO SELL SUPPLIES AND PROVISIONS
TO;FOREIGN FISHI._= VESSELS (HB 311) THE HICOM MADE A
SPECIAL ANANDHENT TO THE CALL FOR THIS SESSION TO PERMIT

............... THE LAWHAKERS TO DEAL t4!TH THIS BILL.
OTHER BILLS PASSED WERE ALL APPROPRIATION MEASURES,

INTHE FOLLOWING At,IOU,_S: _ ' _"_@Z_ FOR POLICE OFFICERS
TRAINING (SB 366)_ $4_009 FOR THE JALIUT DISPENSARY IN
:THE MARSHALLS (]'IB!_Z)" $7_,0_"'J FOR REHABILITATION OF
THE MAJURO.DOCK I,'_THE :_ARSHALLS (HB _); AND $3Z4 ,ZOO :FOR
PUBLIC PROJECTS IN YAP DISTRICT (HB 252). THE HOUSE BILLS

HOU s_ALL CARRY SENATE At'_.,,a:','r_;_:_ AND ::uST GO BACK TO THE ".....
;-%17,T }_,% • • _._ -'_......._FOR_C0tqCURRENCE BEFORE _,._ TRANS[,!ITTED TO THE HOCOM

• :- SENATE MEMBERS ALSO DEFEATED A JOINT RESOLUTION

THAT WOULD HAVE REQUESTED THE U.S. CONGRESS TO APPROPRIATE i
' ADDITIONAL _'UNDS FOR EXPENSES INCURRED IN THE TT AS A i

• RESULT OF THE TERMiNATIO_ OF THE U.S.D.A. FOOD PROGRAM !
(SJR 129). THERE WAS NO DISCUSSION ON THE RESOLUTION,
AND NO INDICATION WAS GIVEN AT TO HHY THE MEMBERS VOTED
IT DOWN•

ONLY ONE NE_q MEASURE WAS INTRODUCED IN THE SENATE
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. IT IS A JOINT RESOLUTION ASKING
THE U.S. CO,EGRESS TO g.'._E_iDTHE FEDERAL CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCES (DRUT=) ACT TO r"'_'UDE_.u_THE TRUST TERRITORY FROM
ITS JURISDICTION, AND AS_I_ THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF
THE TT NOT TO ATTEMPT TO ENFORCE THE PROVISIONS OF THAT
LAW (SJR 15_.). "

THE HOUSE IS IN RECESS UNTIL TEN THURSDAY MORNING,.
WHICH WILL BE THE 17TH DAY OF THE IS-DAY SESSION. THE
SENATE SCHEDULED ANOTHER MEETING FOR LATE WEDNESDAY ,.
EVEN INC=. .................................................................

(NOTE TO EDITORS AND NEWS DIRECTORS: ACTIVITIES
OF THE SENATE DURING THE LATE W_NESDAY SESSION WILL BE '• ,. ]

' " DISF_TC]{, ALSO DURIN_ .COVERF.D IN THE THI.,R._DAY_!NS • -{
WEDNESDAY SESSIONS OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE, THE CHAIRMAN
AND'CO-CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT COHHITTEE ON FUTURE STATUS

"- PRESEt;TED A COHPLETED DRAFT COMPACT TO THE .ME_.]BERS]{IPFOR
CONSID _ATION. WILL A REPORT THECOW,PACT

AND WHAT IT CONTAINS IN THE THURSDAY DISPATCH•) _O_i__


