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By Diane Maddex
Daily News Staff Writer

SAIPAN — . The
Marianas Political Status
Commission has told
the United States that
its request for land on
Tinian for  military
purposes is  “over-
whelming” and that
another move to retain

land on Saipan s
“‘unreasonable.”
—

Il Letter From Gachong

Dear Mr. Editor.

That was an inferesting story
on computers.

What we have to watch out
for. though. is the first super
computer that starts muttering
“Cogito Ergo Sum.”

éw‘

Position papers that
have now come to light
from the latest
Marianas-U.S.  status
-alks also reveal that the
commission’s  “best
current thinking” was
that it would not agree
to the sale of Tinian
land for the military, as
the U.S. has-sought.

Instead. the Marianas
delegation favors a lease
agreement covering only the
military’s minimum land

requirements. The papers
also  disclose that  the
commission, contrary o
U.S. desires, “‘is not inclined
to agree to lease the entire
istand to the military with a
sublease back of one-third
for use by the civilian
community.”’

At the June 4 conclusion
of the negotiations, the

Marianas commission in
effect asked the U.S.
delegation to go home and
rethink its military
requirements for the
Marianas in view of the
commission’s  “concerns.”

The more than 100-page
set of position papers
includes statements
prepared for  discussion
during the talks and formal
responses from both sides.
Topics covered are future
political status and
self-government  of  the
Marianas, economics and
finance and land and
military requirements.

The papers were recently
presented to the Mariana
Islands District Legislature
but have not been made
public.

They support the
presumption that the most
serious  differences of
opinion between the
Marianas and U.S.
delegations arose over the
military’s stated land needs.

On the sale—-versus -lease

(Continued on page 36)
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~Marianas
Dispute U.S.,

Papers Show

(Continued from page 1)
controversy, the Marianas
side suid: *‘We recognize the
United States’ preference
for outright purchase of the
tequired land but are unable
to  honor it. Prevailing
practice in the United States
has little relevance to the
Mariana Islands, where land
is scarce and has a special
cultural significance to the
people. .

““Regardless of the
guarantees whieh the United

States might make, the

members of the Commission
could not possibly justify or
explain to their constituents
or families the seemingly
périnanent transfer of so
much of the Marianas’
limited land.to the United
States for military
purposes.”

Williams' Response

“I believe the record is
clear that the United States
Government appreciates the
importance  which  the
people of the Marianas
attach to their tand,” said
Ambassador Franklin
Haydn Williams, head of the
U.S. delegation.

But the Uu.s.
“historically,” he added,
“‘purchases, not leases,
tand™ for military bases.

“This does not mean,
however, that the
Commission’s concerns on
rérmanency could not be
satisfied in some fashion,”
Williams  continued. *The
US. would perhaps be
willing to commit itself, if
at some time in the future a
decision was made to close
the Tinian base. to make the
land available to the people
of the Marianas through
some kind of covenant
within  the purchase
arrangement....However,
such a qualification would
in turn have a marked effect
on the injtial purchase price
which the U.S. was able to
pay.” .

Added Williams: “The
U.S. Congress is retuctant to
commit large sums to
projects  with only the
protection of lease.”

The U.S. has projected
that the proposed:
18.500-acre Air Force-Nuvy
base  on Tinian  would
require  $144.6 “million in
construction alone.
Relocation costs for Tinian
residents  would  pake
another $13.5 million. The
U.S. estimates that the base
would eventually add S15§
million  annuatly to the
Marianas economy.

The Muriunas commission.
which is headed by Sen.
I"dward DLG. Pangelinan,.
also strongly contested U.S.
proposals for Saipan and
Furallon de Medinilla, a tiny
island north of Saipan that

has been used for target
practice by the military
since 1970,

Saipan Debated

“The commission believes
that the United States”
requests for land on Saipan
for military purposes are
unreasonable,” says its
position paper.

“It is difficult to reconcile

the sweeping requests of the
United States for land on
Tinian for presently-
contemplated uses with its
specific requests on Saipan
for more generalized future
uses. .
“Before the commission
accedes to any requests for
land on Saipan, it will have
to be persuaded that these
contingency needs couid
not possibly be met through
use of land and facilities to
be developed on Tinian."”

At particular issue was the
U.S. request to retain 320
acres’ in  Saipan’s main
harbor area for contingency
purposes and another 500
acres adjacent to Isley Field,
which i3 about to be

converted to the island’s‘

new air field. :

The U.S. now holds 4,966
acres of reteation lands on
Saipan, approximately
4,100 of which it has
proposed to return.

While the U.S. delegation
said it was “a little puzzled”
and found the commission’s
position equally
unreasonable, the Marianas
paper explained that the air
field especially is too
important for Saipan’s
future economic
development ‘‘to  be
burdened by restrictions
arising from hypothetical
needs of the United States
in the future.™ o

As to the Farallon de
Medinilla question, the
commission told the U.S. jt
“definitely prefers” that
one of the more distant
Northern Mariana Islands be
selected. The Marianas
asked for cost differentials
and reassurances as to safety
precautions,

“The island will be used
for air-to-ground and
ship-to-shore target practice
only,” said Williams. “It wiil
not, [ repeat will not, be
used as a ground-to-ground
missile target area.”

Other Points Told

Other points raised by the
Murianas delegation against
the Tinian proposals were:

~ That the portion of the
islind “not leased” to the
US. should remain in
civilian  control, either
private or public.

~ That the U.S. should
show the approximate

(Continued on page 39)

‘It is difficult to reconcile

: Ej—i the sweeping requests of the

U.S....with its specific requests...'
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(Continued from page 36)
savings to the U.S. of using
the present harbor facilities
rather than developing a
new location.

— That the land left for
civilian use must be
adequate for the next 40 to
50 years.

~ That the commission
must be “fully persuaded
that the United States had
paid the maximum doilar
vatue™ for the Tinian land
before the Marianas
delegation wiil be able to
“*defend any ugreement
involving the lease of
massive amounts of tand to
the United States.”

All position papers and
discussions seem to indicate
that the -relocation of San
Jose Village away from
military  instaitations has
been taken for granted by
both sides.

““The  United States
proposals for resettlement
of Tinian residents appear at
first glance to be both
flexible and generous.” said
the Marianas delegation. It
added that those citizens
who prefer to move to other
islands  should receive
benefits equivalent to those
given residents remaining on
Tinian.

The commission asked the
military to explore the
possibility of a substantiaily
integrated housing area for
mititary and  civilian
personnel in the relocated
San Jose Viilage.

To jointly address
questions concerning future
relations  between  the
civilian  and  military
communities, Williams
suggested that a Tinian
Civilian/ Military
Community Relations
Committee be formed early
in the planning process. The
group would be composed
of Tinian residents and
military representatives.

Williams also emphasized
that the primary objective
of the U.S. interests on
Tinian “must be constantly
kept in mind-that is, tc
build a needed installation
to meet US. defense
requirements in the Western
Pacific.”

He viewed the Tinian base
as a possibly ‘“ideal
civilianfmilitary complex.”

“The requirement ta
acquire the whole island ot
Tinian was set forth to
enhance the prospects of
achieving such an
objective,” said Williams.

““The United States
included in its land

'To Prevent’

Problems

requirements the souther
one-third of Tinian in order
to prevent undesirable
conditions and
consequences which could
possibly result from the
presence of a major military
base and which would not
be in the interests of either
the local residents or of the
U.S. military....

“Let me reemphasize,”
Williams added, “that the
U.S. Government aiso has a
stake in this matter. Not
only is it interested in the

Williams Add
‘Also Has A S

welfaze of the people of
Tinian, but it is also vitaily
interested in the operational
effectiveness of the military
-base, the well-beingof men
and women who serve on
that base, and the efficient
expenditure of the large
sumns of money which the
U.S. will expend on
Tinian.”

The Marianas commission
concluded the round of
talks by saying: “If the
United States re-evaluates
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its plans and supplies the
requested information, the
commission ptedges itself, in
good faith, to thoroughly
consider the United States
proposals and attempt to
reach agreement with the
United States on this
important subject.”

The next. or third, round
of negotiations is due to get
underway sometime this fall.
Washington, Hawaii and
Guam are the three sites
under consideration.
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CON 822

By Diané Maddex
Daily News Staff Writer

SAIPAN--The founding
fathers of the new Marianas
government are looking to the
U.S. for financial assistance
extending to the year—2000
“and perhaps beyond.”

In current doliars, this could
entail $167.3 million for the
period 1974-81 alone, according
to figures prepared for the
Marianas Political Status
Commission.

The projections are contained
in position papers discussed
privately  during the May
15-to-June- 4 round of status
talks between the Marianas and
the U.S.

The Marianas has proposed a
three-phased program of U.S.
economic support - during - its
transition to a new political
status, a process it expects to
“continue for many Yyears
beyond the formal acceptance
of a new status agreement.”

Dear Mr, Editor:

Times change. Before Mr.
Agnew’s troubles the phrase
read “beware of Greeks bearing

gifts.”

Phase 1 is tagged to begin in
1974, Phase II in 1975 and
Phase 11 in 1982.

While the U.S. negotiators
agreed with many of the
principles set out by the

Marianas, they questioned the
accuracy of the high level of
economic support projected. It
was suggested that a “radically
different picture” might emerge
from an investigation into a
greater number of potential
sources of income than the
Marianas presented,- including
the economic impact of the
proposed military base on
Tinian.

- economic

"Ambassador

The U.S. side also said it
“would not be surprised if the
Marianas were well on the road
to self-sufficiency” before the
phase-out of direct US.
assistance  now
contemplated by the Marianas.

The position papers, which
have been released only to the
Mariana Islands  District
Legislature, disclose that the
U.S. delegation said it would be
premature to set a level of U.S.
aid until the closely- related
question of land has been
reviewed.

'‘Release’ Rapped

An official release on
economics and finance that was
issued jointly by the two
delegations on May 29 came in
for a critical private note from
Marianas commission chairman
Edward DLG. Pangelinan.
Addressing himself to
Franklin Haydn
Williams on behalf of a
unanimous Marianas delegation,
Pangelinan said: ““The
commitments made by the
United States in the area of
economic and financial support
in this (press) release are not as
specific, definite or generous as
the commission  believes
appropriate.

“The commission intends to
press its views on this matter
vigorously in the future at every
possible occasion until the
United States is prepared to

(Continued on page 4)
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! — We can appreciate the strong stance the people of the Northern
e Marianas are taking regarding the al-important land issue,
o particularly that in Tinian. The position of the Marianas came 1o
o~ light through the acquisition of 100 page “‘position papers” by the

Daily News. The papers were recently presented to the Mariana

[slands Distnict Legislature, but have not been made public.

The papers support the presumption that the most serious
ditferences of opinion between the Marianas and the U.S. delegates
arose over the military land needs.

In effect the Marianas Politicai Status Commission asked the U.S.
delegation to go home and rethink tts military requirements for the
Marianas in view of the commission’s “*concerns” that the mulirary is
asking for too much.

The people of Guam can only lovk with envy on the talks
\ between the Marianas group and the United States. It shows what 2

difference 23 years can moke. When Guam achieved the Organic Act
in 1950 there were nosuch talks, and there was no such discussion of

. military land needs here, Wouldn't the peopie of Guam love to be in

the samie spot that the peopie of the Northern Marianas are today?
Wouldn’t they like to sit down and discuss military land use on
Guam—and the idea of looking to the U.S. for financial assistance

\ extending 1o the year 2000 “and perhaps beyond.”

We certainly don’t blame the people of the Marianas Political
Status sroup for taking the hard line with the (J.S. We helieve that
the U.S. negotiators asked for far too much when they insisted on a
complete take-over of Tinian. with a lease-back agreement on one
third of the island. This the Comumission called “overwhelming.”
Further, the military land deswres on Saipan were called
“unreasonable.”

[t could be that the American team, like all true negotiators

* overywhere have just asked for the sky and the moon, and now will

have a place ta full back from. We just hope that the U.S. isn't

spoiling our otherwise excellent relationship with the peonie of the

Marianas by getting too greedy in their demands.

We agree with Ambassador Franklin Haydn Williams, head of the
. U.S. delegation, on his declaration of lease of land rather than

outright sale—up to a point. Williams made the point that the U.S,

" “historically” does not lease land for military bases, and instead has

always tried to purchase such land.

One of the reasons for this is that Williams noted that U.S.
i Congressjust won't goit. He said “The U.S. Conaress is reluctant to
3 . commit large sums to projecis with only the protection of lease.”
d The U.S. has been stuck before, most recently in Libya, at Wheelus
Fieid, when they poured $100,000,000 into a gigantic airbase. only
to find a vhange of government and a subsequent order to et out of
the country. No, we would say that the U.S. Congress wouldn't buy
a lease srrangement in a foreign country 1t this point in time, as
they say. But the tact 1s quue citferent. Timan, and the Marianas
aren’t going to be roreign countries. Instead they will be a real part
' of the U.S., perhaps as a Commonweallh, and so it could be argued
<hat 2 lease agreement could be swallowed by Congress as part of a
specific package that allows the people of the Mariaras to become
Americans.

Another fallacy in Ambassador Williams® reasoning also needs to
. be spetled out. That is the U.S. goal of making the Tinian base the
5 “ideal civilian/military comoplex,” Ly controtling the civilian portion
B of the island, and thus by controlling business commitments there,
b *'in order to prevent undesirable conditions and consequences which

could possibly resuit from the presence of a major military base and
which would not be in the interests of either the local residents or
of the U.S. military.”

Obviously, what the US. is worried about is that the civilian
portion of Tinian could, withour the proper restrictigns and

- controls, be turned into some sort of massive brothel, and gambling

N casino. This sort of attitude on the part of the U.S. negotiating team
is slightly insulting to the people of the Marianas, people who value
2o0d, clean government as much as the U.S. does.

Atter all, Guam has been open to outside business interests for
mere than, 10 years, and it too has a combination of a large military
<stablishment, and a viable civilian community, and nothing as gross
as what our negotiators fear for Tinian has happened here. Frankly,
we thunk that the men and women of the Marianas are as
God-fearing as the next person. They 2ren't about to shove sin and
corruption on the miiitary population of the island. We think they
would be the first, along with other Marianas leaders, to adopt laws
to curb the “undesirable” element that Mr. Williams apparently

v fears.

' Our point is that most of the people of Tinian, and the rest of the
Marianas want to be part of the United States. And they have no
objections to a military presence in the Marianas. All they are
asking—firmly—is that the U.S. be reasonable about their land needs
on Tinian, and Saipan, and that they allow the civilian community

' to function without fear or favor. We don’t think that is asking too
much. After all, despite all the arguments, it is still their island.

. JCM.L




Position papers by both the U.S. and the Marianas De~
legations to the Negotiation for a future political
status for the Mariana Isiinds have been nade available
to the Marianas Variety.

As a service to the Public, Marianas Variety will be-

zin a series appearing each week outiining the mainm
W
p01nts evpressed by both delegationsy

OFf necessity, detailed information will have to be
omitted in order to present the main points.
Topics which will be treated include finance, mili-

tary invclvement, land, application of U.S. Federal law
and citizenship under the proposed Commonwealth Status.

This week's instaiment cutlines a few of the main
points concerning the nature of the Commonwealth propo-

oty See page- 2 pens -

Published Weekly Every mureday
T AUGUST 24, 1973 VoL, 74

M. Tawtana

R. Lisua

SAIPAN, (MNS)--—Two men
from Saipan who left for a
fishing trip on July 3rd--
forty eight days ago--have
been found in good condi-

tion, still in their boat
drifting 350 miles west of
Guam. The two men, Miguel
Taitano and Ramon Lisua,
the objects of

were

P.0. Box 231, Saipan, M.I. §6950
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searches during the sever-—
al days following their
failure to return to Sai-
pan.
According to word re-
ceived Tuesday (Aug. 21)
from the rescue search
coordination  center omn
Guam, the pair were spott-
ed Tuesday morning about
8:30 a.m. and taken aboard

Continued on page 7
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Heroic rescué...
See page §

EDUGATION

SATPAN, (LONGRESS RE- on Future Status, today
LEASE)--The United States  severely criticized the
Government is deliberate- Office of Micronesian

ly withholding a politic- Status Negotiations (OMSN)
cal education program which he says has suppres-
from the people of iicro- sed a booklet and some
nesia Senator Lazarus Sa-  tagpes produce by the

1ii of the Congress of Trust Territory Department
Micronesia has charged. of Public Affairs.

Senator Salii, who According to the Sena-
neads the Joint Committez tor, the booklet and tapes

" Is this Room 2227"
a bewildered fresh-
men asked her friend.

See story page 3

Zéﬁ? D TAFES QNPT ‘:3.3? AL
W =il

were produce by the ef=-
fort of the Joint Commit-
tee's former staff member,
who went to work for Pub-
lic Affairs with the ex-
press purpose of creating
such & pregram.

However, the Senator has
recently learned that be-
fore the material was re-—

Continued on page 7
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SAIPAN (CONGRESS RELEASE)
-~The Congress of Microne-
sia's next regular session
will be on Saipan--not on
Majuro in the Marshall Is-
lands District.

The final decision, made
by the Speaker and the
Pregident of the Congress,

was announced todav, Tues=—
day, August 21, by the
Congress' Legislative

Counsel, Kaleb Udui.
During a June meeting in
Truk District the Coungress
Leadership discussed whet-
her or not a decision

should be made at that
time to go to Majuro. The
House and Senate Clerks

presented a report to the
members which outlined the
amount af preparedness and

Continued on page 8
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Continued from page .
leasad, it was reviewed by
several people in the Ad-
ministration, dincluding
the State Department 3ta-
th Liaison Officer, Miss

fary Trent. From her, they
were sent to the Office of
Micronesian Status Nego-—
tiation headed by Ambassa-
dor Franklin Williams and
HABY Director James Wilson.

"Furthermore, a very
nigh official 1in the Ixe-
cutive Branch has informed
me that he was told any
further political educa-
cien efforts will be lev-

eloped in Washington, J.C.°

and the matter is no long-
er a concern of the Trust
Territory Acuinistration,”
e added.

Chairman Salii also nade

re erance to a remark made
by the High Commissioner
at the United Nations to

the effect thar: ..."we
nave in the Executive
Branch of the Trust Terri-
tory Government taken cer-
tain very specific steps
in che last few weeks and
months to develop a pro-
gram of political edaca—
tron."”

"But what has
tc this program,” Salii
said, "is that some people
in the U.S. Government al-
sok certain very spe-
cific steps with regard to
program--they sup=-
pressed it." -

"That is why I found the
remark of the Nanwarki of
Uh in Ponape to Co-Chair-
man Silk about political
education to be a very
ironic one.”

"I believe the people of
Micronesia should know the
facts. It is not the Con-
gress cr the Joint Commit-
tee that are holding back
political education in Mi-
cronesia. It 1s the Ad-
minisctering Authority, an
inistering authority
which is charged with a
'sacred trust' for the
people of !lcronesia, an
administering authority
which is supposed to pro-
mote--not suppress——polit-
ical education according
to the Trusteeship Agree-
ment,' he said. "This ac-
tion is disgraceful, and
is a blight upon the repu-

happened

taticn of the so-called
democratic United States
Gevernment.

Senator Salii noted that
he and <Co-Chairman Silk
had dJdiscussed the matter

with the Speaker and the
President of the Congress
on Saipan. He indicated
that his first reaction

upor. hearing what had hap-
pened was to bring this
matter to the attention of
President Nixon and mem-
bers of the United States

Congress.

decid-
ed Azbus~-
sador J11. .as to see if
the matter tan be straigh-
tened out. If the Ambas-
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Continued From page 1
the DSealrain ulnes rer-

chant Vessel Westerbroker.
The ship radioed that the
men were in good condition
despita their long ordeal.
They said the men told
them they were unable to
return to Saipan or wmake
any headway anywhere be-
cause they lost a propel-
lor froum their boat's en-
gine. No further details
were availatlz concerning
the men or now they sur-
vived for aesarly seven
weeks on the open sea.

The MV Westerbroker is
now on its way to Kaoshi-
ung, Taiwan, with an esti=-
mated date of arrival of
August 25. From there,
arrangements will be nmade
to return Taitanoc and Li-
sua to Saipan where family
and friends will be wait-

-ing anxiously.

SERVING
i SAIPAN
OVER o

.20 YEARS
N .

sador does not vrev - :e made availacle to tne

this decision, then '+ - people of Micronesia," he

tend to ge over his .
The Senator from Lo,

who has headed «cthe [.%vva i

4

h

atus
ha Cengress of !
or the past six
alsc indizated ozt there
was another course of act-
tion which 2culd be taken
to get the material to che
public.

"The Political Education
Commnission created by the
Congress of Micronesia
will soon be organized.
The suporessed material
will be made available to
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